HB 20 -- Redline

As Passed by the House to Enrolled -- Prohibit harassing or impeding an emergency service responder

Deletions streek - Insertions underlined

As(136th RassedCeneral Assenbly) by(Substitute House Bill Nunber 20) ANACT To anend sections 2903.22 and
2921.31 of the HouseRevi sed 136t+hCode Gonera-t o Assenblynpdi fy Regularthe Sessionoffense Sub~of
obstructing official business when the victimis an energency service responder, to increase the penalty
for obstructing official business when the victimis an _energency service responder who is _engaged in
the lawful performance of a legal duty, and to clarify that heightened penalties apply for nenacing a
probation officer.

H-Be it enacted by the General Assenbly of the State of OChio:

B-SECTI ON 1.
No—That _sections 2903.22 and 2921.31 of the Revised Code be anended to read as follows:

MeClain Mll or
g g

(A) (1) No person shall know ngly cause Z8-another to believe that the offender will cause physical harm
to ii-the person or property of the other person, the other person's—12 unborn, or a nenber of the other
person's imediate famly.

In 13—-addition to any other basis for the other person's belief that i14—the offender will cause physical
harmto the person or property i5—of the other person, the other person's unborn, or a nenber of 16the
Sub—ot her person's immediate famly, the other person's belief may be based on words or conduct of the

of fender that are directed at or identify a corporation, association, or other organization that enploys
the other person_or _to which the other person bel ongs

(2) No person shall knowi ngly place or attenpt to place another in reasonable fear of physical harm or
death by displaying a deadly weapon, regardl ess of whether the deadly weapon displayed is operable or
inoperable, if either of the follow ng applies

(a) The other person is an energency service responder, the person knows or reasonably should know that
the other person is an energency service responder, and it is the person's specific purpose to engage in
the specified conduct against an energency service responder

(b) The other person is a famly or household nenber or co-worker of an energency service responder, the
person _knows or_reasonably should know that the other person is a fam ly or househol d nenber or co-

wor ker of an energency service responder, and it is the person's specific purpose to engage in the

speci fied conduct against a fam |y or househol d nenber or co-worker of an _energency service responder

(B) Whoever violates this section is quilty of nenacing.
Except as otherwise provided in this division, nenacing is a msdeneanor of the fourth degree.

If the victimof the offense is an officer or enployee of a public children services agency or a private
child placing agency and the offense relates to the officer's or _enployee's perfornmance or_Sub.
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2tantici pated 2)3performance Neof perserofficial shalresponsibilities khew-hglyor placeduties or

attenptif tot he placevicti m 22—anRother—i-A—easonable—fear—of physicakthe harppffense oris deathan
byenergency 23servi ce di-splayi-hgresponder ain deadlyt he weapen—performance ~egardl-ess—of whether—t he
deadlyresponder's 24official weapenrduties, displayednenacing is eperableone o+—i-hoperabl-er—if—either—of
the 25fol | owi ng: —Fel--owhg—appli-es—

26(1) (a)Except Fheas etherot herw se persenprovided sin ardi Vi Si on erergenrey(B) (2) serwi-ceof

responderthis ;Zsectl on, thea per-sonm sdeneanor khewsof oa;peasonabl-y—s-h-oul-d—kn-ow-t-ha-t—t he etherfirst




3L(2) (bl f Fhethe otherof fender persenpreviously ishas abeen fanmi-tyconvi cted e+of hoeusehoeld—rerber—or

32pl eaded co-workerquilty oFto an erergencyoffense serwi-ceof responrder~violence, the perservictim
khowsof o+t hat 33prior ~easenrablyoffense shouwldwas khewan thatofficer theor etherenpl oyee persenof is—a

fam-ypublic e~children 34servi ces householdagency rerber—or co-workerprivate efchild placing agency o
an emergency service responder, 35-and that sprior theoffense perseon—srel ated spesidiiseto puposet he

toofficer's engageor ihenployee's theperfornmance 36or speciiedantici pated conductperformance agahstof
aofficial famtyresponsibilities or heuseheldduti es rerber—or ee~t 0 3+t he werkerresponder's perfornmance

of anthe emsrgencyresponder's serwiceofficial ~esponder—duties, a felony of the fourth degree.

38(C) (B)A MVhoeverprosecution w-olatesfor a violation of this section isdoes guwi-ynot preclude a
prosecution of meRachg—a Vviolation of any other section of the Revised Code.

390ne Exceptor asnore otherw-seacts, prowi-deda ihseries of acts, or a course of behavior that can be
prosecuted under this éiH-sier—section aerachRgor +sany 480t her asection mi-sdensanre~of the Revi sed Code
nay be prosecuted under this section, the other section of the fowthRevi sed degee~Code, or both
sections.

H-However, theif w-etiman efof f ender theis effenseconvicted 44of isor anpl eads effiecerquilty e~to
enployeea violation of athis publ-csection chitdrerand serw-cesal so agenrcyi s 4=convicted of or pleads
quilty to a pr-vateviol ati on ehitdof placi-hgsection agenrey2903. 13 andof the effenseRevi sed ~elatesCode
toebpased on the 43sane ef-cer—sconduct o+ nvol vi ng erpoyee—st he perforraRcesane o~victim
aht-i-ci-pat-edt hat perforrahcewas 44t he basis of efdieiakthe responsibititiesviol ation e~of dutiesthis

orsection, —the wictinmtwo offenses are allied offenses of similar inport under section 2941.25 of the
45Revi sed Sub—~Code.

(D) _As used in this section:

(1) "Energency service responder.," "fanmily has the sane neaning as in section 2903.13 of the Revised
Code _and al so includes a probation officer.

(2) "Family or household nenber," and "co-worker" have the sane neanings as in section 2903.13 of the
Revi sed Code.

(2)(3) "Organization" includes an entity that is a governnental enplovyer.

(4) "Probation officer" neans a probation officer appointed by a municipal court under section 1901.33
of the Revised Code, a probation officer appointed by a county court under section 1907.201 of the

Revi sed Code, and a probation officer appointed by a court of commpn pleas under section 2301.27 of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec.

2921.31.

(A) As used in this section:

(1) "Energency service responder" has the sane nmeaning as in section 2903.22 of the Revised Code.

(2) _"Warni ng" neans _a verbal conmand nade by an _energency service responder through which the energency
service responder does both of the follow ng:

(a) Conmands a person to mmintain the person's distance, to stay away, to back away, to not interfere,
or_another simlar instruction;

(b) Communi cates the verbal command in a manner such that a reasonable person wuld believe that the
person nust conply with the verbal conmand under the circunstances.

Sub.
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48(_)_ (—1+I\k) Exceptperson, aswithout e-t-h-er-w-segrl Vil ege prowi-dedt 0 rdo div-sienso By=2)}and with purpose
to prevent, obstruct, or delay the performance by a public official of 48any thisauthorized sesction-act
within the public official's official capacity, shall do _any act that hanpers or inpedes a
A-sdepsanorpublic official in the performance of the H—stpublic degree~official's lawful duties.

50(B) (O &2>No Hperson, thewi thout offenderprivilege previ-oustly—has—beenr—convi-ct-ed—of—or—51l—pleaded
gui-ty—t 0 akRdo effenseso, efand w-elencerafter thereceiving w-etim-of—that—52—pr-or—oiiehrse—was—ah
offi-cer—oF—enAployee—of—a publi-cwarni ng, chitdrenshal | 53knowi ngly servi-cesapproach agercy—or
pr—vateremai n ehiddwi thin placingfifteen agencyfeet e~of an energency 54—servi ce responderr—responder
andengaged thatin p~-o+—offense—related—to-t he 55| awf ul ofi-cer—s—or—enrployee—s—perfornance o+
anptcipat-ed—performanrce—56—0f ofHicial—esponsibitities—or—duties—o——+o-t he responder's 54| egal
perforrancedut y ofand thedo ~esponder—seither ofHi-cial—duti-es—a—felony—of the 58fol | owi ng: —Fouth
degree—

59(1) (OFlnpede Aor prosecutioninterfere forwith athe V-l-OJ—a-t—l—O-R emer gency ofservice thi-sr esgonder S
secti-onrability deesto metperform 60 ol a—prosect = S

Revi-sedr esponder' s Cede~| egal duty

One(2) e+xThreaten #s als a B
t-hJ-s—ses-t—l—e-n—er—SS—a-ny—e-t—h-er—ses-t—l—mq—ei—t he Re-w-sedemer gency G@d-eserw ce ARy esponder bevm th




prosecut-edphysi cal whderharm
sections—

However—(D) (1) FWioever ahviol ates offender—i-s—conw i .
secti on apd—also—is e-onu-i-e-t-ed—oi—ﬁ-?—ox—pl—eads—gwlty t-o—a—v-a-ol-a-t-l-on—of ses-t-l-on bstructl ng
2903-130f ficial efbusiness. 8—Rewvi-sed—Cod . 8—S3 coRduc s

2Except (B)-as Asotherw se usedprovided in this seetien~divisiondivisions (D)(2), (3), and (4) of this

section, obstructing official business is a m sdeneanor of the second degree.

F3(2) (41 f —Erergencythe victimis an energency service —r esponder —fam-yengaged hasin the
sarel awf ul  #perfornmance Sub—of the responder's legal duty, and the responder issued a warning to the

person _before the person_engaged in _or continued to engage in the conduct described in division (B) of
this section, obstructing official business is a msdeneanor of the first degree.

(3) If aviolation of this section creates a risk of physical harmto any a person other than an
energency service responder, obstructing official business is a felony of the fifth degree.

(4) 1f a violation of this section creates a risk of physical harmto an emergency service responder,
obstructing official business is a felony of the fourth degree.

SECTI ON 2.

That existing sections 2903.22 and 2921.31 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
Sub.
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“6Speaker 2> “EFamtyof or-householdrmerber— and "co-worker—have-the ZZHouse sanre
ABaR-RgS—as—-R—secti-0n—2903—13—0f theRepresentati ves. —Rewvi-sed—Code~

Z8Presi dent 23} Orgahization—of ihcludest he anSenat e. —eAt+ty—that—is—a—+Q
goverpreptal—enployer—

8-0Passed L4 . “Probation20 ef-f-l-c-er—éggrove ARans

a2 pr-oba-t-o-onGovernor i 3 j ARG 3 under_se

-1-03—l-aw-eu—d-u-t-|-es-.-

104The (BIOL)section Vheevernunbering w-ohlatesof thi-s| aw sectiorof a general and pernmanent nature is
gui-tyconpl et e efand 1058i n ebst+usti-hgeconforn ty efieialw th busihress—t he Revi sed Code.

B(-c-e-p-t-Di rector, asL egl slative 0-t-hex-w495erw ce p{-o-w-dedOorTm ssion. —|-n—LO-6—t-h44—d4—W+|—ond4—W+|—ons—(—G)—(—&)—

100Fi |l ed ot im- e } < < < in the J-aw-u-l-offlceper-f-er-mn-c-e
of the r-es.pond-er—sSecret ary l-eg.a-l-of du-t-y-.-St ate -1-1-1-at a-ndOoI un‘ous theChio, r-es.pond-er-on ssued—a—vwarhi-hg
to—the persen__ beforeday the 2€ Or—60G ag
d-esc-m-bed—o-n—d-o-ui-s-o-on—(-B)—of thi-s A-sesh-on,-obstucu-ng—om-a-aJ—l-LA—bua-ness—w—a

11820 . —Section—2—

ThatSecret ary ox-st-Rg-soei-ons—200322-and-20203L-0of LILOSt at e. ~the-Reww-sed-Code—are-herehy—repealcd-
120Fil e No.
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