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Substitute to Bill -- Establishing a prescribing psychologist certification in Washington state.
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S-1712.2S-0228. 1 SUBSHTUFE-SENATE BI LL 5112 State of Washington 69th Legislature 2025 Regul ar Session
By = g Senat ors Bateman, Harris, Shewmake, Trudeau,
Conway, NobI es, Riccelli, C

W son, Robinson, and Hasegawa)}Hasegawa READPrefiled F-RSF12/23/24. —H-MNe—02/21/25-
Read first tine 01/13/25.
Referred to Committee on Health & Long-Term Care.

anendi ng RCW 18. 83. 010, 18.83.035, 18.83.050, 18.83.050, 18.83.080, 18.83.080, 18.83.090, 18.79. 260,
18.79. 260, 68-50—2101—68—41—010—and 68—41-030+-69. 50. 101;

and p~(5) Washington residents will benefit fromincreased access_and decreased costs by creating a new

credential for prescribing psychol ogy.

1 SB 5112 Sec.

(((2))) (5) "Prescribing psychol ogi st" neans a person who holds an active |license to engage in the
practice of psychol ogy under this chapter and an active certificate as a prescribing psychol ogi st under
section 3 of this act, and is |limted by the restrictions under section 4 of this act.

2 SSBSB 5112 {{2)))-(6) &5)"Prescription" =Rrescr-bi-Rghas psychologi-st—nBans—a—person—who-holds—an

active—ticense—to—engage—ih-t he prastiscesane efneani ng psyschoelogy—under—this—chapter—and—an—astive

certificate—as adefined prescr-bi-Rgi N psychologi-st-RCW uhder18. 64. 011. —sect-6A—3—of—t-hi-s—actr——and—i-s
S T . ¢ ) -

(B6)(7) ~PrescrH-ption—"Prescriptive hasauthority" neans the samsauthority meanr-rgof asa

defi-hredprescri bing psychologist to prescribe, adnminister, discontinue, and distribute psychotropic

nedi cations_recogni zed or _customarily used in ROA he 18-64-01l1-di agnosis, treatment, and nmanagenent of

individuals with psychiatric, nental, cognitive, nervous, enptional, developnental, or behavioral

disorders identified in the nost recent edition of a widely accepted classification system of nental

disorders, as identified by the secretary.

(d) Has successfully conpleted at | east 80 hours of supervised clinical experience in physical
assessnent, including physical examinations with instruction in the proper use of instrunents used in
physi cal _exani nation, supervised by a nedical provider licensed to conduct independent physi cal
assessnents;

3 SSBSB 5112 (&)-(e) Has successfully conpleted ata leastclinical 88prescribing hewsfell owship efunder
supervi-sedt he el-hi-calsupervi si on exper-enceof iha physicalqual ified assessmenrt—supervisor including
physi-cal-cl i ni cal exan-hati-ersexperience wi-thsufficient hRst+uetiento attain conpetency in the
properpsychophar nacol ogi cal ssetreatnent of Hastruaeatsa wseddiverse Hapatient physieakpopul ation,
exafi-hati-oh-t 0 superv-sedbe byconpri sed aof rAedi-calno provi-der| ess H-censedt han +6500 eerdust-hours
i-hdependent-and physi-cal1l00 assesshents«~individual patients.

(e)Qualified Hassupervi sors successiuyare conpleted| i censed ahealth &-hi-calcare prescr-bi-hRgproviders
fellowshi-pwi t h whderspeci alized training and experience in the super--siermanagenent of apsychotropic
Guaki--ednedi cat i on superw-soFWh0o i-hehudi-Rgar e c-hi-call i censed experi-ehcei N sufH-ci-ept-WAshi ngton state

or _pursuant to attaiha conpetencysubstantially irequival ent thelicensing psychopharracol-ogi-cal-provi sion
treatrenatof the | aw of aanother di-versestate, patientas popuati-onr~established teby bethe
conpri-sedboard, eofincluding sephysicians, lessosteopathi c thanphysicians, 500psychiatric hew~snurse

anpdpractitioners, 1000r ihRdid-duakprescribing patients—psychol ogi sts;

(d) Physical examinations, including the measurenent and interpretation of vital signs and neurol ogical,
cardi ovascul ar, respiratory, abdom nal, eye, ear, nose, throat, gastrointestinal, genitourinary,
intequnentary, allergic and immunol ogic, and nuscul oskel etal exaninations;




4 SSBSB 5112 {e)-(e) Physicallnterpretati on exami-hations—0of ireludingl aboratory thetests,

ABasuereAti ncl udi ng ardt her apeuti ¢ -Rt-erpretationrdrug e+nonitoring, w-takbl ood sigrs—and
ReL-0l-0gi-cal—-Ur i Ne cardi-ovasctart ests, respiat-eryradi ol ogy, abdem-hal—el ectrocardi ogram eye~brain
ear—el ectrophysi ol ogy, Rese~neuroi nagi ng th~eat+-t echni ques, gast+oi-At-esti-Rat—geni-t-ou-Rary

hn&egunan%a&yr—aLLeLghs—and hnnuneLeghsr | i ed ardgenet i cS; —RFusc-oskel-et-al—exani-Rati-ohs-

and p—(n) Professional, ethical, and legal issues, including conflicts of interest and relationships
with the industry, scope of practice issues, diversity and equity issues related to treatnent_ access_and
adherence, and docunentation issues, including nonenclature, abbreviations, and prescription witing.

5 SB 5112 (4) The board may waive certain requirenents for applicants who have obtained rel evant training
and experience, including psychol ogists who are dually licensed as physicians, nurse practitioners, or
other health professionals with conparable prescriptive authority in Washington

(1) The prescriptive authority of a prescribing psychologist is linmted to prescribing, admnistering

di scontinuing, and distributing psychotropic nedications recognized or customarily used in the

di agnosi s, treatnent, and managenent of individuals with psychiatric, nmental, cognitive, nervous
enotional, devel opnmental, or p-behavioral disorders identified in the nost recent edition of a widely
accepted classification systemof nmental disorders, as identified by the secretary.

BA SSBprescribi ng 8+i2psychol 0gi st behav-eralmay di-serdersorder identiii-edand ~robtai n thenecessary

AoBst| aboratory recenttests, editionprocedures, o nagi ng, aand w-delydi agnosti c acceptedexani nati ons
elassidi-cationnecessary systent o efexerci se reatakthi s di-serders-prescriptive asp. —-dentitied—by—the

The board p~shall consist _of nine psychologists ., one_expert on psychiatric prescribing, and two public
nenbers, all appointed by the governor

Each psychol ogi st nenber of the board shall have actively practiced psychology in the state of
Washington for at |east three years inmmediately precedi ng appoi ntment and ((who is)) be H-censedp. —tnrder

thi-s—chapter—

7 SB 5112 licensed under this chapter
RCW 18. 83. 050 and 26042024 c 262371 s 83 are each anended to read as foll ows:
p~(4) The board shall

8-SSB 5112 (4 The hoard-shal—
The board may reqU|re renEdlatlon of any deficiencies in the tralnlng or practlce paLLeLng_-oL—Lhe

8 SB 5112 pattern of the prescribing psychol ogist when, in the judgnent of the board, such deficiencies
coul d reasonably be expected to jeopardize the health, safety, or welfare of the public

(6) The board shall keep a conplete record of its own proceedi ngs, of the questions given in

exam nations, of the nanes and qualifications of all applicants, and the nanes and addresses of al

i censed psychoelogi-sts—psychol ogi sts and |icensed psychol ogi cal associ ates

(((5))) (7) The board shall, by rule, adopt a code of ethics for psychologists and |icensed psychol ogi ca
associates which is designed to protect the public interest.

(((6))) (8) The board may require that persons |icensed under this chapter as psychol ogists or_|icensed
psychol ogi cal associates obtain and maintain professional liability insurance in anpbunts determnined by
the board to be practicable and reasonably avail abl e

The board shall determ ne the subject matter and scope of the exam nation, except as provided in p~RCW
18.83.170

O—88B-bll2 ROALE 83170



(b) Adopt rules, in consultation with the Washi ngton nedi cal conmi ssion, to establish standards for the
certification of prescribing psychologists in accordance with section 3 of this act ardp. —er—thei+
. : S : . :
9 SB 5112 and for their exercise of prescriptive authority under this chapter
(6) The board shall keep a conplete record of its own proceedi ngs, of the questions given in
exam nations, of the nanes and qualifications of all applicants, and the nanes and addresses of al

i censed psychoelogi-stspsychol ogi st s. —aRd—-censed—psychol-ogi-cal—associ-at-es—

(((5))) (7) The board shall, by rule, adopt a code of ethics for psychol ogi sts ard-ti-cenrsed—psychologi-cal
associates—whi ch is designed to protect the public interest.

(((6))) (8) The board may require that persons |icensed under this chapter as psychol ogi sts e~ti-censed

psychological—associates—obtain and naintain professional liability insurance in anpbunts determ ned by
the board to be practicable and reasonably avail abl e

The secretary shall pronptly issue to such applicant a |license authorizing such applicant to use the
title "psychologist"((.)) or a p~certificate authorizing the applicant to use the title "prescribing
psychol ogi st." Each |icensed psychol ogi st _shall keep his or her license and, if_ applicable, prescribing
psychol ogi st certificate displayed in a conspicuous place in his or her principal place of business

The secretary shall pronptly issue to such appllcant a |license authorizing such applicant to use the

t|tIe “psychologlst“ or 1L+sensedQ_rpsyshoLog+saL—assasLaLe44—+}——gL—a—seLLLLLsaLe—authLL;Lng—Lha

10 SB 5112 "licensed psychol ogical associate((.))" or a certificate authorizing the applicant to use the
title "prescribing psychologist." Each |icensed psychologist or licensed psychol ogical associate shal
keep his or her license and, if applicable, prescribing psychologist certificate displayed in a

conspi cuous place in his or her principal place of business

p~(4)(a) The board shall establish rules for the renewal of a prescribing psychologist certificate
issued under section 3 of this act at the tine of the renewal of the psychologist's |icense to practice

psychol ogy.

11 SB 5112 The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly
requires otherw se.

Reconstitution and m xing of (a) sterile products according to federal food and drug adm nistration-
approved | abeling does not constitute conpounding if prepared pursuant to a prescription and
adm ni stered imediately or in accordance w th package | abeling, and (b) nonsterile products according
to federal food and drug admi nistration-approved | abeling p~does not constitute conpounding if prepared
pursuant to a prescription

(10) "Device" nmeans instrunments, apparatus, and contrivances, including their components, parts, and
accessori es, |ntended (a) for use in the di agnosis, cure, mtigation, treatnment, or preventlon of

12 SB 5112 disease in _hunman beings or other aninmals, or (b) to affect the structure or any function of

the body of human beings or other animals
p~(a) Articles recognized in the official United States pharnmacopoeia or the official honeopathic

phar macopoei a of the United States

Heal th care entity ms-Lud-esp_ sestandi-ng—outps

faci ity —and—a-freestanding—cardiac—care—ceater—

13 SB 5112 includes a freestanding outpatient surgery center, a residential treatnment facility, and a
freestanding cardi ac _care center

p—~(21) "lLegend drugs" means any drugs which are required by any applicable federal or state |aw or
requlation to be dispensed on prescription only or are restricted to use by practitioners only.




(24) "Manufacture" neans the production, preparation, propagation, conpounding, or processing of a drug
or other subst ance or device or the packaglng or repackaglng of such substance or dG¥LGGrQ_—OL—LhG

14 SB 5112 device, or the labeling or relabeling of the comercial container of such substance or

device, but does not include the activities of a practitioner who, as an incident to his or her

adm ni stration or _dispensing such substance or device in the course of his or her professional practice,
personal |y prepares, conpounds, packages, or labels such substance or device.

or (d) The delivery of finished and appropriately |abel ed conpounded products di spensed pursuant to a
valid prescription to alternate delivery locations, other than the patient's residence, when p~requested
by the patient, or the prescriber to adnmnister to the patient, or to another |icensed pharnmacy to

di spense to the patient.

(30) "Plan of correction" neans a proposal deV| sed by the appli cant or Ilcensee that includes specific
actions that nust be takenp.. A }
conplete—them

15 SB 5112 taken to correct identified unresolved deficiencies with the time frames to conplete them
(33) "Practitioner" neans a physician, dentist, veterinarian, advahrced—practi-ce—egstered-nurse,
prescribing psychol ogi st, or other person duly authorized by law or rule in the state of Washington to
prescribe drugs.

(34) "Prescription" neans an order for drugs or devices issued by a practitioner duly authorized by |aw
or rule in the state of p=Washington to prescribe drugs or _devices in the course of his or_ her

professional practice for a leqgitinmte nedical purpose.

The report clearly identifies the specidisep..
of—the—reasons—for—Roncorpliance—

16 SB 5112 specific law or rule that has been violated along with a description of the reasons for
nonconpl i ance.

p—(a) The delegating nurse shall:

17 SSB 5112 (a) The delegating—hAurse—shall+

Except as authorized in (e) or (f) of this subsection, a registered nurse may not del egate acts
requiring substantial skill, and nmay not delegatep. —pierci-Rg—oF—seveii-Rg—ofF—ii-ssues—

17 SB 5112 delegate piercing or severing of tissues.

p~Communi t y-based care settings do not include acute care or skilled nursing facilities.

Ot her than del egation of the adm nistration of insulin by injection for the purpose of caring for

i ndi vi dual s wit h di abetes, the adninistration oLp_—mda-eaLo-ons—by—o-nHeu-om—sLeu-Le—pmeedupes-,—and

18 SB 5112 of nedications by injection, sterile procedures, and central |ine naintenance nmay never be

del egat ed.

(viii) Nursing task del egation protocols are not intended to regulate the settings in which delegation
may occur, but are intended p~to_ensure that nursing care services have a consistent standard of
practice upon which the public and the profession may rely, and to safequard the authority of the nurse
to _meke independent professional decisions regarding the delegation of a task.

19 SB 5112 Sec.
and p~(iVv) Delegate only those tasks that are within the registered nurse's scope of practice.

Nurses shall not be subj ect to any errpl oyer reprisal or disciplinary action by the board for refusing to
del egate tasksp. . - } i~ } } }
X )

20 SB 5112 tasks or refusing to provide the required training for delegation if the nurse determ nes




del egation nay conproni se patient safety.

"Stabl e and predictable p~condition" neans a situation in which the individual's clinical and behaviora
status is_known and does not require the frequent presence and evaluation of a registered nurse

is conpetent to performthe injection

If the registered nurse del egator determi nes that the individua

properly and safely, super-siohp. —ahd—evaluati-ohr—sha o664
le

21 SB 5112 supervision and evaluation shall occur at an interval determ ned by the board by rule
p—(4) Only a person licensed as a registered nurse may instruct nurses in technical subjects pertaining

to _nursing

22 SB 5112 (b) the patient or research subject at the direction and in the presence of the practitioner
p—~(8)(a) "Cannabi s products" neans useabl e cannabi s, cannabis concentrates, and cannabis-infused products
as _defined in this section, including any product intended to be consuned or absorbed inside the body by
any neans_including inhalation, ingestion, or insertion, with any detectable amunt of THC

23 SB 5112 (10) "Cannabis retailer" neans a person licensed by the board to sell cannabis concentrates
useabl e cannabi s, and cannabi s-infused products in a retail outlet.

or p—~(ii) with respect to a particular individual, that the individual represents or _intends to have a
stimul ant, depressant, or hallucinogenic effect on the central nervous system substantially simlar to
the stinulant, depressant, or hallucinogenic effect on the central nervous systemof a controlled
substance included in Schedule | or I1.

24 SB 5112 chapter 69.77 RCWto the extent conduct with respect to the substance is pursuant to the
exenption

(c) controlled substances (other than food) intended to affect the structure or any function of the body
of p~individuals or_animals;

25 SB 5112 (27) "Inmature plant or clone" neans a plant or clone that has no flowers, is less than

twelve inches in height, and is less than twelve inches in dianeter

(32) "Manufacture" neans the production, preparation, propagation, conpounding, conversion, or
processing of a controlled p—substance, either directly or indirectly or by extraction from substances
of natural origin, or_independently by neans of chenical synthesis, or by a conbination of extraction
and_cheni cal _synthesis, and includes any packagi ng or repackagi ng of the substance or |abeling or
relabeling of its container

or (b) by a practitioner, or by the practitioner's authorized agent under the practitioner's

supervi sion, for the purpose of, or as an ihedentp. —to—8sea-ch—t-eachi-Rg—or—cheni-cal—analysis—and
Aot—for—sale—

26 SB 5112 incident to, research, teaching, or chenical analysis and not for sale

(34) "Opiate" nmeans any substance having an addiction-fornmng or addiction-sustaining liability simlar
to norphine or being capabl e p~0of conversion into a drug having addiction-form ng or addiction-
sustaining liability.




27 SB 5112 (37) "Person" neans individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership,
association, joint venture, government, governnmental subdivision or agency, or any other legal or
commercial _entity.

(b) A pharnmacy, hospital or other institution licensed, registered, or otherwise permtted to
distribute, dispense, conduct p~research with respect to or to administer a controlled substance in_the
course of professional practice or research in this state.

28(c) SSBA 81lizphysician ~esearchl i censed wi-tht 0 ~espestpracti ce nedi cine and surgery, a physician
licensed to e~practice osteopathic nedicine and surgery, a dentist |icensed to adm-hristerpractice
dentistry, a podiatric physician_and surgeon |icensed to practice podiatric nedicine and surgery, a
licensed physician assistant or a |icensed osteopathic physician assistant specifically approved to
prescribe control |l ed substanrcesubst ances hRby thehis ceuwrseor efher professiopalstate' s practicenedical
conmmi ssion_or &esearchequivalent and his or her participating physician as defined in thisRCW
state~18. 71A. 010, an advanced practice registered nurse ((practitioner)) licensed to prescribe p.

28 ASB physi-ci-an5112-tH-censed—to—practi-ce—medi-ci-re—and—surge a—physician consed—t-o—prac

substances, or a veterinarian |licensed to practice veterinary nedicine in any state of the United
St at es.

and p~(d) Business plans involving partnerships or assistance to organizations or residents with
connections to populations with a history of high rates of enforcement of cannabis prohibition.

29 SB 5112 (50) "U timate user" neans an individual who |awfully possesses a controlled substance for
the individual's own use or for the use of a nenber of the individual's household or for administering
to an animal owned by the individual or by a nenber of the individual's househol d.
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