HB 2156 -- Redline

Bill to Engrossed -- Concerning the authority of investigators of the attorney general's office.

Deletions streek - Insertions underlined

Z-0486—LENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 2156 State of Washington 69th Legislature 2026 Regul ar Session By
Represent atives Obras, Goodnman, Leavitt, Reed, Zahn, Thonas, G egerson, O nsby, Reeves, Thai, Macri,
Fosse, and Sal ahuddi n;

(1) VWhenThe grantedattorney e-gn-e-u-ppem-gm G-H-m-na-l-shal | a-u-t-heu—t—ydem gnat pemsua-m— investi gato
topositions ROW hat 43—10-232are e

pem&s—ef—a—l i mted aut hority Washi ngton peace Q-f—f—l—G-thOffI cers as defi ned in RCW-l-O—QS—O&O—lO 93 020

Fhe(2) H-mtedAn au-t-h@u—t—y i nvest i gat or \ashi-hgt-erdesi gnat ed peaceas efiicera aut-hority—of—i-hvesti-gat-ors
t-o—sere—search—warant-s—uhder—t-hi-s—subsecti-oA—i-s—ut-her| i m ted toeauthority ser~w-RgWashi ngton
searchpeace waranht-sof ficer enmay busi-hessesinvestigate erkyecononi ¢ wherand suehf i nanci al searehcri nes.
Lavestigators(3) mayThe physicallyauthority serveof judi-ciallyan authorizedi nvestigator searchin
watktaht-st hi s fersecti on busi-hessdoes ~ecordsnot uwhderi ncl ude thi-st he sestisrpower erlyto H-detain theor
busi-nessarrest, speciiicallyand r~egquestsan serwi-cei nvestigator atshall anot physicakbe locati-onr—arned.
b)>(4) The authority of ihvestigatersan whderi nvestigator in this section deesto rRetserve ihelude~search
warrants is limted to electronic service on a business after the search warrant is approved by a
judicial officer.

H-An Fheinvestigator pewernust attest that the investigator has read the Fourth Amendnent of the United
States Constitution prior to detaheach erapplication a~-est——for_a warrant under this section.

o~An p~investigator shall not physically serve a search warrant for business records.

-1 NQ-t-hJ-ngEHB +h2156 t-h-l-s( ) G-ha-p-t-er-An Fest+i-et-si nvest i gat or e~who p-l’-@h-l—b-l—t—SI S anya etherl imted
lawaut hority enftorcersnat-WAshi ngt on agercy—speace ihvesti-gativeofficer author-tyunder o~this
S-pal-sect i on jH--sdiction~is_subject to the relevant training requirenents in chapter 43.101 RCW

3-(6) FerAn theinvestigat or pupeseswho ofi s thi-sa sesti+oh-linited —-hvestigaters—authority

AeahsWAshi ngt on enployeespeace ofof ficer under this section is subject to the attoerreybackground
general—scheck, eofH-cepersonnel thatfile iAvestigaterel ease, akegedand crim nal aetiwty—-history record
check in RCW43.101. 095.

(7) The attorney general shall not enploy any person as a limted authority Washi ngton peace officer
investigator if that person's history or conduct neets the standards requiring denial, suspension, or
revocation of an officer's certification under RCW43.101. 105.

(8) The investigative authority or crimnal jurisdiction of any other |aw enforcenent agency is not
nodified by this section.

(9)(a) For the purposes of this section, "investigator" neans an enployee of the office of the attorney
general whose job responsibilities include investigation of a suspected econonic or financial crine.

"I nvestigator" does not include office of the attorney general personnel identified in RCW74.67.010.
(b) For the purposes of this section, "econonmic and financial crines" are those crines that violate |aws
applicable to the departnent of revenue of the state of Washington, the departnent of |abor and
industries, and the office of the insurance conm ssioner;

and any felony offense involving fraudulent use of property for financial gain, including but not
limted to, offenses under chapters 9A 56, 9A 60, 9A.82, or 21.20 RCWor RCWZ9.35.020, 74.34.020, or
42.20.070.

An "econonmic and financial crinme" does not include civil or administrative violations;

actions brought under chapter 19.86 RCW

requlatory, licensing, tax, |abor, canpaign finance, or _environnental violations;

or_offenses where financial loss is incidental and not a primary elenent of the crines, unless the
violation is independently chargeable as a felony offense.
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