SB 651 -- Redline

Introduced to Committee Substitute -- Relating to sale of certain properties subject to delinquent tax liens

Deletions streek - Insertions underlined

WEST VI RG NI A LEGA SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON lnt+oducedCommi ttee Substitute for Senate Bill 651 ByBY
Senat-0+-SENATORS Sm-+-hSM TH( VR, —(M—

Presi-dent)-RESI DENT) , {+ri+roducedL| VERI , JanruaryRUCKER 28, 2026+-EEDS, ANDT AYLOR [ Reported February 24
2026, fromthe Committee on_Governnent Organization] CS for SB 651 A BILL to anend and reenact Sec. 11A-
2-14, Sec.11A-3-2, Sec.11A-3-39, Sec.11A-3-44, Sec.11A-3-45, Sec.11A-3- 46, Sec.11A-3-48, Sec.11A-3-55,
Sec. 11A-3-65, and Sec. 11A-3-66 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as anended, relating to the sale of
certain properties subject to delinguent tax |iens;

requiring highest bidder to pay i8—percent—buyer's fee to private auctioneer under certain

ci rcumnst ances;

requi ring highest bidder to pay $58—ef—t ot al —bi-d—arBuht—t-o—Stat-e—Audi-t-or—ahd—erai-hder~—ot bid anpbunt to
county sheriff;

FatCS for SB 651-2026R3418 Sec. 11A-3-2.

Name of Quantity Local Total amount of taxes—person charged of |and description taxes, interest, and
with taxes charges due to date of sale If any of said_the tracts or lots remain unsold follow ng the
auction, they shall be subject to sale by the Auditor without additional advertising or public auction,
such terns as the Auditor deens appropriate pursuant to Sec.11A-3-48 of this code.

Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots, or part thereof or an undivided interest therein, nay be redeened
by the paynent to the undersigned sheriff (or collector) before certification to the Auditor, of the
total anpunt of taxes, interest, and charges due thereon up to the date of redenption by credit card,
cashier's check, noney order, certified check, or United States +ri+CS for SB 651-2026R3418 currency.
of this eede~code and the publication area for such the publication shall be is the county.

and (4) In the case of property which includes a mneral interest but does not include an interest in
the surface other than an interest for the purpose of developing the minerals, to each person latCS for
SB 651 2026R3418-who has in witing delivered to the sheriff, on a form prescribed by the Tax

Commi ssi oner, a request for such notice which identifies the person as an owner of an interest in the
surface of real property that is included in the boundaries of such pepesty—property:
Provided—TFhatProvided, That in a case where one owner owns nore than one parcel of real property upon
which taxes are delinquent, the sheriff may, at his or her option, nail separate notices to the owner
and each |ienhol der for each parcel or may prepare and mail to the owner and each |ienholder a single
notice which pertains to all such delinquent parcels.

In no event shall any event, failure to receive the nmailed notice by the | andowner or |ienhol der does
not affect the validity of the title of the property conveyed if it is conveyed pursuant to Sec. 11A-3-27
or See—1lA-3-58Sec. 11A- 3-59 of this code.

CS for SB 651 Sec. 11A-3-39.

At—SB-651-2026R3418—-(a) Upon paynent of the sumnecessary to redeem the Auditor shall execute a
certificate of redenption in triplicate, which certificate shall specify the real estate redeened, or
the interest therein, as the case nay be, together with any changes in respect thereto which were nade
in the land book and in the record of delinquent |ands, shall specify the year or years for which
paynent was nade, and shall state that it is a receipt for the noney paid and a rel ease of the state's
lien against the real estate redeened.

Upon conpl etion of the list for certification, a charge of $25 $35 shall be added to the taxes,

interest, and charges already due on each tract M-sted-listed to cover theCS lnatrfor SB 651 2026R3418t he
costs incurred by the Auditor in the preparation of the Iist.

Such copies delivered to the clerk of the county conmi ssion ardCS lrtfor SB 651 2026R3418and the
sheriff shall become permanent &ecords~records and shall be preserved as such in the offices of the

Audi tor and the clerk of the county commi ssion.

currency, or noney order payabl e as—enre—payhert—to the Auditor and—ih—the—anpuhrt—of—$50—and—the
Ferai-hder—of—t-he—t-otal—to—the—sheri ff of the county in which the property is situated-situated bethand
of—whi-ch—shall—be delivered before the close of business on the day of sale.

of this coede—code. —Fn SB65 026R3418(b}-Ap at-8—RORPFO cha




CS for SB 651 (b) A private, nonprofit, charitable corporation, incorporated in this state, which has

been certified as a nonprofit corporation pursuant to the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of the federal
Internal Revenue Code, as anended, which has as its principal purpose the construction of housing or
other public facilities and which notifies the Auditor of an intention to bid and subsequently subnits a
bid that is not nore than five percent |ower than the highest bid submitted by any person or

organi zation which is not a private, nonprofit, charitable corporation as defined in this subsection,
shall be sold the property offered for sale at public auction by the Auditor pursuant to the provisions
of this section at the public auction as opposed to the highest bidder.

(2) At the tinme of registration or the certification of sale to the state pursuant to Sec. 11A-3-44 of
this code is delinquent in the paynent of real property tax for a period of one or nore years, for which
registrant is the nost recent owner of record of a property being certified for sale, to any county in
this state;

(3) Has a history of nonconpliance with code enforcenent violations issued by a county or nunicipality
pursuant to Sec.7-1-3ff and Sec.8-12-16 of this code, which includes violations issued CS for ht+—SB
651 2026R3418for any property owned by the sane property owner who has failed to conply with five or
nore code enforcenent orders within the preceding five years prior to the auction;

(4) At the time of registration or the certification of sale to the state pursuant to Sec. 11A-3-44 of
this code is subject to |l egal proceedings in any court of any county or nunicipality in this state or
appeal s thereof that are related to code enforcenent violations regarding real property owned by himor
her;

(d) Potential bidders who are donestic or foreign entities as defined in chapters 34B-Sec.31B-1- 34D-1

andet 31Eseq. o-f-Sec 31D1 1 thiset codeseq. Mm%
: 2 } and a+eSec. 31E-1-1 authorzedet toseq.

of this code nust show proof at the tinme of their registration that they properly registered with the
Secretary of State's office and are authorized to conduct business in this state.

The lands will be offered for sale by the undersigned Auditor at public auction in (specify |ocation)
the courthouse of County between the hours of CS for SB 651 in
the norning and in the afternoon, on the day of ,

20

ptr—SB-651-2026R3418-Fach tract or lot as described below will be sold to the highest eligible bidder
at the auction.

currency, or noney order payabl e as—one—paynent—to the Auditor and—in—the—-anpunt—of $50 and-the
~enpi-pder—of—t-he—total—to-the—sheri ff of the county in which the property is situated-situated boethand
of—which—shall—be delivered before the close of business on the day of the sale.

Bi ddi ng at the auction constitutes transacting business in this state for purposes of Sec—31B-Sec.31B-10-
1001-10-1001 et seq., Sec.31D 15-1501 et seq., and Sec. 31E-14-1401 et seq.

+ptCS for SB 651-2026R3418 G ven under ny hand this day of ,
20 .

(2) teTo the nmunicipality in which the tract or lot is |ocated,

(3) theThe county comm ssion of the county in which the tract or lot is |ocated;

(4) teTo the West Virginia Land Stewardshi p Corporation as part of its Land Bank Programset forth in
Sec. 31-21-11 of this code;

or (5) &eTo any party willing to purchase such property.

+rt-CS for SB 651-2026R3418 (b) The price of such property shall be as agreed upon by the Auditor and
pur chaser:

(1) Has failed to nake a paynment owed at a prior previous auction held pursuant to See—1iA-3-Sec. 11A-
453-45 of this code within the preceding five years;

(2) At the tinme of registration or_the certification of sale to the state pursuant to Sec.11-3-44 of
this code is delinquent in the paynent of real property tax for a period of one or nore years, for which
registrant is the nost recent owner of record of a property being certified for sale, to any county in
this state;

(4) At the time of registration or_the certification of sale to the state pursuant to Sec.11-3-44 of
this code, is subject to |l egal proceedings in any court of any county or nunicipality in this state or
appeal s thereof that are related to code enforcenent violations regarding real property owned by them
At —SB-651-2026R3418—-(a) As soon as the Auditor has prepared the notice provided for in Sec.11lA-3-54 of
this code, he or she shall cause it to be served upon all persons nanmed on the |list generated by the_CS




for SB 651 purchaser pursuant to the provisions of Sec.11A-3-52 of this code.

(e) In addition to the other notice requirenents set forth in this section, if the real property subject
to the tax lien was classified as Class Il property at the tinme of the assessnent, at the sane tine the
Audi tor issues the required notices by certified nmail, the Auditor shall forward a copy of the lat+—SB
651-2026R3418 notice sent to the delinquent taxpayer by first class mail, or in the manner provided for
serving process comencing a civil action, addressed to "Qccupant”, to the physical mailing_CS for SB
651 address for the subject property.

8090 percent for credit to the general school #uhre~fund and 10 percent for credit to the Auditor's Land
Operating Fund provided in Sec.11A-3-36 of this code:

25Provi ded, percent-That ferany e+editsuch surplus accruing prior to the state—seffecti ve Generaldate
Revenueof Fuhd-this section, and having been otherw se expended, shall be exenpt fromthe requirenents
of this section:

Provi ded, however, That any such surplus accruing prior to the effective date of this section, and
25havi ng pe+ecentnot CS for SB 651 been paid by the sheriff to the Auditor for credit to the
Audi-t-or—sgener al Lardschool Operati-hgfund Fundor provi-dedot herw se i-hRexpended, See~1lA-3-36shall be
subject to the requirenents of this eede~section.

I n addition~addition theretethereto, he or she shall receive a conm ssion of seven and one hal f percent
and interest on each sale or redenption not to exceed $120. 00 $140.
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