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Printer's No. PN2159 to Printer's No. PN3064 -- An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as
the Public School Code of 1949, in preliminary provisions, providing for Keystone Exam alternative feasibility study.
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1752 2025 | NTRODUCED BY CURRY, ORTITAY, PROBST, CEPEDA-FREYTIZ, RIVERA JULY 21, 2025AYES, SAMJELSON, K.
HARRI' S, BOROWSKI AND GREEN, AS REPORTED FROM COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS
AMENDED, MARCH 24, 2026 AN ACT Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An act
relating to the public school system including certain provisions applicable as well to private and
parochi al school s;

Keyst one Exam Al ternative Feasibility Study.--(a) The secretary shall contract for an independent study
to deternmi ne whether the ACT and SAT may be administered <--_in |lieu of _ACT, SAT OR SVARTER BALANCED
ASSESSMENTS MAY REPLACE <-- the current Statew de, standardized Keystone Exans in literature, algebra |
and bi ol ogy for high school students consistent with Federal requirenents under 20 U S.C

Sec. 6311(b) <-- (2)(H)_6311(B) (relating to state plans).

<-- (b) The secretary shall subnmit, within one year after the effective date of this subsection, a
report containing the results of the study and recommendati ons to the Governor, the chairperson and
mnority chairperson of the Education Commttee of the Senate ardand, the chairperson and mnority

chai rperson of <-- the Education Conmittee of the House of Representatives—Representatives AND THE <--
STATE_BOARD OF EDUCATI ON.

(1) An evaluation of the degree to which the ACT and SAT, <-- SAT_AND SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS al ign
wi th Pennsyl vani a core academni c standards and are suitable for use in lieu of the Statew de Keystone
Exans in literature, algebra | and biol ogy.

(2) Studies, research and anal yses required to determ ne the extent to which the ACT and SAT test
resultsresults, SAT AND SMARTER <-- BALANCED ASSESSMENTS provi de conparable, valid and reliable data on
student achi evenent as conpared to the Keystone Exans for all students and for each subgroup of students.
(3) A determination of whether the ACT and SAT, SAT_AND <-- SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS provi de testing
accommodations that pernmit students with disabilities and English |earners the opportunity to
participate in each assessnment and receive conparabl e benefits.

(4) Analyses to determ ne whether the ACT and SAT, SAT_AND <-- SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS provi de

unbi ased, rational and consistent differentiation anong schools within the Commonweal th's accountability
system

(5) An evaluation to determine whether the ACT and SAT, SAT_<-- AND SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS neet
the criteria for technical quality that all Statew de assessnents nust neet for Federal assessment peer
revi ew.

(6) AN ESTI MATE OF THE NUMBER OF ADDI TlI ONAL STUDENTS WHO <-- 20250HB1752PN3064 - 2 - WOULD BE TAKI NG THE
ACT, SAT AND SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS COVPARED TO CURRENT KEYSTONE EXAM PARTI Cl PATI ON RATES.

(7) AN EXAM NATI ON OF THE POTENTI AL ANNUAL COST TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF ADM NI STERI NG THE ACT, SAT AND
SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS FOR PURPOSES OF COMPLI ANCE W TH THE TESTI NG AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY REQUI REMENTS
OF THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATI ON ACT OF 1965 (PUBLIC LAW89-10, 20 U.S.C

Sec. 6301 ET SEQ AS AVENDED BY THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (PUBLIC LAW114-95 129 STAT.

1802) .

THE EXAM NATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE AN ANALYSI S OF ANNUAL COSTS | NCURRED BY STATES USI NG THE ACT OR SAT AND
HOW COSTS HAVE CHANGED OVER TIME.

(8) A SUMWARY OF HOW THE DEPARTMENT AND SCHOOL ENTI TIES WOULD TRANSI TI ON TO THE USE OF NEW ASSESSMENTS
FOR PURPOSES OF COMPLI ANCE W TH THE TESTI NG AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY REQUI REMENTS OF THE ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY EDUCATI ON ACT OF 1965, AS AMENDED BY THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT, | NCLUDI NG A PROPOSED

TI MELI NE AND AN ESTI MATE OF TRANSI TI ON COSTS.

(9) A SUMVARY AND COVPARI SON OF TESTI NG PROCEDURES FOR THE ACT, SAT AND SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS,

| NCLUDI NG WHEN TESTS ARE PROCTORED AND TI MELI NES FOR THE RELEASE OF RESULTS.

(10) A SUMVARY AND COVPARI SON OF THE EXI STI NG RESEARCH ON THE CORRELATI ON BETWEEN PERFORVMANCE ON THE
ACT, SAT AND SVARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS AND PERFORVMANCE ON THE KEYSTONE EXANS.

(11) A LISTING OF THE LANGUAGES I N WHI CH THE ACT, SAT AND SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS ARE AVAI LABLE.




(12) AN ANALYSI S _AND COVPARI SON OF THOSE ASSESSMENTS THAT USE A COVPARATI VE- PERCENTI LE MEASURE OF
STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND THOSE ASSESSMENTS THAT USE A PROFI Cl ENCY DETERM NATI ON TO MEASURE STUDENT
PERFORNVANCE.

(13) AN ANALYSI S OF THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE ACT, SAT AND 20250HB1752PN3064 - 3 - SMARTER BALANCED
ASSESSMENT FOR PURPOSES OF AGGREGATE STUDENT COVPARI SON.

(14) A DESCRI PTI ON OF HOW THE DEPARTMENT WOULD USE ACT, SAT OR SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENT RESULTS | N
AREAS SUCH AS EDUCATOR EVALUATI ON, FUTURE- READY | NDEX AND | DENTI FI CATI ON OF LOW PERFORM NG SCHOOLS.
(15) RECOMVENDED AMENDMVENTS TO STATE LAW AND REGULATI ONS RELATED TO STATEW DE ACADEM C STANDARDS
ASSESSMVENTS AND_GRADUATI ON REQUI REMENTS THAT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE ACT, SAT AND
SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS IN LI EU OF THE CURRENT KEYSTONE EXANS.

—Keystone' DEPARTMVENT. " Exam—THE ARDEPARTMVENT assessAert-OF d-e-v-el-apedEDUCATl O\I o~OF c-a-u.sedTHE to<- -
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Code" FUTURE- READY See~| NDEX. " 4-.-5-1-b-(-a-)-THE {-r-eJ-a-t-l-n-g»SC]-lOO_ +8PROGRESS Ke-y-s-t-oneREPO?T B(-a-n:s;-.-DEVELODED BY
THE DEPARTMENT AND POSTED ANNUALLY ON THE DEPARTMENT' S PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE.

"Keyst one Exam " An_assessnent devel oped or caused to be devel oped by the Departnent of Education
DEPARTMENT under 22 Pa.

<-- Code Sec. 4.51b(a) (relating to Keystone Exans).

" SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS. " A SYSTEM OF COVPUTER- BASED <-- TESTS FOR ENG.I SH LANGUAGE ARTS, LI TERACY
AND MATHEMATI CS, ALI GNED W TH THE COVMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS, DESI GNED TO 20250HB1752PN3064 - 4 -
MEASURE COLLEGE AND CAREER READI NESS | N GRADES THREE THROUGH ElI GHT AND ELEVEN.
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