HB 2076 -- Redline

Printer's No. PN3176 to Printer's No. PN3319 -- An Act providing for geothermal energy development; imposing duties
on the Department of Environmental Protection; promulgating regulations; establishing the Geothermal Energy
Development Fund; and imposing penalties.

Deletions striek - Insertions underlined

PRI OR PRI NTER S NO-NOS.
265082659, 3176 PRINTER S NO.
31763319 THE CGENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANI A HOUSE BI LL Session of No.

W LLI AMS, FI EDLER, CONKLIN, WAXMAN, MERSKI, HI LL-EVANS, FRANKEL, SANCHEZ, BOYD, STEELE, ClI RESI,
GREENGREEN, WEBSTER AND MEBSTER-TAKAC, DECEMBER 1, 2025 AS RERORTFEDAMENDED FROM-COMMITEE-ON
ENERGY.-SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS-AMENDED--APRI L 13+-29, 2026 AN ACT Providing
for geothermal energy devel opnent;

pronul gati ng Fuhd-requl ations;

establishing the Geothermal Enerqgy Devel opnent Fund;

Geot-hermalTabl e Energyof Developrent-Cont ent s—FABLE-OF-CONFENES Section 1.
SECT-ONSection 7.

ESTATEESt at e OMNERowner OBIECH-ONSobj ecti ons ANBand RROCEDURES-procedures.
s——Sect i on—# 8.

£em—Section-8 9.

<-a—Section-2 10.

s-m—Section—10 11.

s——Section—++ 12.

s——Secti on—+2 13.

s——Secti on—13 14.

Exi sting rights and renedi es preserved and s——cunul ati ve renedi es authori zed.
Section 14-15.

<-a—Secti on-15 16.

<—aSect i on—-SECH-ON 17.

CONSTFRUCH-ON-Const ruct i on.

s——Secti on—+6 18.

<ew—-The CGeneral Assenbly of the Commpnweal th of Pennsyl vani a hereby enacts as follows:

20250HB2076RPN317620250HB2076PN3319 - 2 - "Departnent." The Departnent of Environnmental Protection of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Fund." The Geothermal Energy Devel opment Fund established under section 14{a)-15(a).—15(A)—

<ew"Ceot hermal energy project." A project that involves the production or extraction of a geothernal
resource froma geothernal systemthrough one or nore geothernmal wells or repurposed wells.

and (10) any construction, site preparation, disposing of geothermal wastes or reclaimng activities
associ ated with 20250HB2076RPN317620250HB2076PN3319 - 3 - the activities included in this term
20250HB2076RPN317620250HB2076PN3319 - 4 - "Person." An individual, partnership, association, conpany,
corporation, municipality, municipal authority, Federal or Commonweal th administrative agency or an
entity that is recognized by |law as the subject of rights and obligations.

"Surface property interest owner." A property interest owner identified by the records of the recorder
of deeds for each county containing a portion of the proposed geothermal energy project who holds a fee
sinple interest or other freehol d 20250HB2046RN317620250HB2076PN3319 - 5 - interest in the surface of
the property, which may include minerals, including coal, oil and gas rights or pore space rights for
carbon or natural gas storage.

The departwmmnt-Environmental Quality Board shall have the pewesspower and éwid-esduty to

~ege-atepronul gate s--rules geo-t-her—nﬂaJ—ener—g-y—pr—q—ee-t—s—and I-he requl atl ons e*pl-or—a-t—l—on-.—to
developapat-carry anrdout prodds s .
peHposeprovi si ons of f-ae-l-l-l-t-a-t-l-n-gthl S op-t-l-nﬂa-l-act

(b) Conveyance. --Subject to any preexisting rights, a conveyance of the surface ownership of real
property shall be a conveyance of the geothermal resources in all strata bel ow t he 20250HB2076RN3176——6
-——surface of the real property unless the ownership interest in the geothermal resources previously has
been expressly excepted and reserved, conveyed or otherw se severed fromthe surface ownership.



The ownershi p of geothermal resources in strata nay be conveyed in the manner provided by |law for the
transfer of 20250HB2076PN3319 - 6 - real property interests.

<ew—(a) Resource production.--Ceothernal energy projects are authorized in this Comonweal th, including
for the purposes of electricity production, heating and cooling.

FheTo Environreataloper at e 20250HB2076RN3176a ~geot hermal #energy -project Quaktyunder Beard-this
Hhact | consutati-ora w-thwel | theoper at or Rerrsyvanri-anust Geelogi-cakobt ai N Suvey—-a ARay—port-gat-e

geot her mal

and—public—health—satetyandwelfare—

(b) Right to inspect.--Upon issuance of a permt to construct or operate a geothermal energy project,
the department may enter onto private or public land, with proper 20250HB2076PN3319 - 7 -
identification, to inspect amrya geothermal energy project to deternmine if the project is being
constructed, operated or maintained in conpliance with all applicable pernits and environmental |aws or
to investigate any unreasonable risk to public health, property, natural resources or the environnent.
(c) ConditionsC ass forV aut-horizatior—TFoinjection wells.--To operate a geotherralC ass enrergyV
proj-ect-Under ground whderl nj ecti on thisControl seest+enr-wel |l for the purpose of producing geothermal
resources, a well operator mustshall obtain a gestherralU C well-C ass permitV issuedpernmit, or permt-
by-rule status, and all other pernits as required by theapplicabl e departnmnat—statutes and regul ations.
Fhe(d) #ollowi-nrgO | shalland applygas well conversion.--Upon issuance of all necessary pernmits for a
repurposed well, a person may repurpose an existing conventional or unconventional well, including an
abandoned well ., for the cogeneration of geothermal resources or_geothermal energy with oil_and gas
production or the production or use of geothermal resources or geothermal energy for heating, cooling or
electricity production, regardless of depth or tenperature.

)—The Environnrenataldepart nent Quak-tynmay Boardrevoke shalla prom-gatepernit reguati-onsi ssued
anrdunder perRi-tti-hgt hi s eter-asecti on recessaryi f tot he protest-depart nent thedeternines
Corrpawealt-h—st hat Raturala ~esourceswel | andoper at or publi-ci s healthrknow ngly satetyor

anrdi ntentional |y weliare-attenpting to whi-echavoid the fellow-rgful fill ment shalof apply+obligations
under 58 Pa.C. S.




o-(e) Exploratory wells.--Upon issuance of a pernit ardby ~eceiv-Rg—peri-ssi-eha—f+om-t he

suacedepart nent , properiy—i-hi-erest—0wWRer—a per son—e+—wel—operator may drill an exploratory well to
identify potential viability for geothermal resource production below the surface of the real property.
Fhe(a) Environrenatal-\el | Quakitysafety Beardand shall—pernit fe+requirenents. --For p«pesest he purpose

of regulatingprotecti ng geothernalt he wellsCommonweal th's natural resources _and geethermslpublic
operationsheal th, uwhdersafety thisand ast—welfare, the Environnental Quality Board 20250HB2076PN3319 - 8

- shall, in consultation with the Pennsylvani a Geol ogi cal Survey, pronulgate regulations to:

(1) Establish sitd-hgrpernitting desigrcriteria andfor otherwel | techri-caloperators
specificationsincluding specific permtting criteria for repurposed wells and ~egui-+ersnts—exploratory
wells.

(2) Determi-relonsi der pererrarceconmunity e-te~—ai npact fe+anal ysis, ~epwpoesedi ncludi ng welsset back
toconsi derations, p~eventin delayedpernitting wek-for plugghrggeot hermal o~energy Rp+~operprojects.
obondenrori—

(3) Regui+eEstablish thesiting, spacihrg-design e

and decomm-ssi-oni-kgot her oftechni cal geethernalspecificati ons wells—and epuposedrequirenents. —wells—to
prevent—

H-(4) geethermal-Det ernm ne ~esewces—performance water-criteri a gasesfor e~repurposed etherwel | s
20250HB2076RN3176t 0 ~prevent izdel ayed ~wel | #-ui-dspl uggi ng oRDr escapi-hgi Nproper htsabandonnent.

H--(5) pollutionRequire oft he swacespacing, drilling, casing, testing, operating, producing, plugging




and goundwat-err—deconmi ssi oni ng Haeludi-rgof wastewatergeot her mal meragerssrtwel | s du--rgand

welhr epur posed developrenatwel | s o+t 0 producti-or-prevent:

(i) prenmatureCeot hermal cook-hRgresources, ofwater, amRygases geothermalor systenpther byfluids
wat-erf I om ereoachreht-escapi Nng e~inNto strata ot her seaksthan thatwhere reducei t thei s eseren-ef ound
recoveryunl ess ofi n theaccordance geotherralwi th resouwrces+a U C Cass V pernmit and approved by the
depart ment .

(i i) bloweutsPol | ution explosi-onrs—of H-+es—surface cave-i-hs—and seepage~groundwater, including
wast ewat er _managenent during wel | devel opnent or production.

Ea-(iii) uheasonrablePremat ure di-stu-banreecool i ng e~of rj-yany tegeot her mal stH+euhdi-Rgsyst em
property-by exi-sti-hg—wat er ~-ghts~encroachnent publ-cor healthot her amrdneans that reduce the
envionaert—econonmi c_recovery of the geothernmal resources.

and(iVv) (H)-Bl owouts, e+phaninrgexpl osions, e~fires, abandeningcave-ins wells—w-thout—proper—site
reredi-ati-opr—and weklseepage. —p-uggi-Rg—

-(v) Establi-shUnreasonabl e adi st urbance decorm-ss-oR-Rg0or pecessi nj ury fe+to pluggrgsurroundi ng
andproperty, abanrdonri-hgexisting awater geotherrakrights, wekl—public ~epuwposedhealth wel—and
explorat-oryt he weld—envi ronnent .

£5)-20250HB2076PN3319 Est-abli-sh- bonrdi-hrgd o~- ether(Vvi) H-hahrea-O phani ng seet-yor
Fegui-—ereht-sabandoni ng +erwel | s welhwi t hout operatoersproper d~---pgsite arenedi ati on geetherraland
wWell—repurpoesed—wel | epl ugqi Nng. —exporat-ory—well—

(6) Establish a deconm ssioning process for plugging and abandoni ng a geothermal well, repurposed well
and exploratory well.

(7) Establish bonding or other financial security requirenents for well operators drilling a geothermnal
well, repurposed well or exploratory well.

(ii) The well operator shall file cash or individual 20250HB2076RPN3176—.—13—- bonds for each new
geothermal well, repurposed well or exploratory well drilled and each abandoned well redrilled.

(iii) Inlieu of separate well bonds, the well operator may file a bl anket cash or individual bond in an
anmount determ ned by the department to cover the well operator's drilling, maintenance or plugging and
deconmi ssioning activities for wells in this Comonweal t h.

(v) The surety may be relieved of all obligations when the covered well or wells have been properly
20250HB2076PN3319 - 10 - decommi ssioned or it has been replaced by another valid bond.

(vi) NeA bond shallmay not exceed a conparabl e bond set for an unconventional, conventional or carbon

di oxi de injection well unless the departnent denonstrates that the fees are necessary to nmaintain

oversi ght and enforcenent based on specific well characteristics.

(6)5(8) Determine criteria necessary to release bonding or other financial assurance.

£A-(9) Establish reasonable fees, not to exceed conparabl e ~eesfees, set for unconventional,
conventional or carbon dioxide injection wells unless the department denonstrates that the fees are
necessary to maintain oversight and enforcenent based on specific well characterstics~characteristics
to cover the costs incurred by the departnment to administer the provisions of this act.

£8)>(10) Establish a process to suspend operations, shut-in a 20250HB2046RN31/6——I14——geot hermal well or
repurposed well and renove equipnent froma well if the departnent has determ ned the well operator is
in violation of any rules or regulations established under this act or other—esv+onrental |aws of this
Commonweal t h.

(9)>-(11) Determine well reporting, recordkeeping and other appropriate disclosure requirenents for well
operators to file with the department.

(i) identiiicationldentification of the |ocation and ownership of all wells and produci ng geot her nal
eases-| eases.

(ii) &H4dnrgFiling a notice of intent to drill, redrill, deepen, permanently alter the casing of a well

or abandon any wel|.

A notice of intent nust be approved by the 20250HB2076PN3319 - 11 - departnent prior to comencenent of
operati-ehs-operat i ons.

(iii) keepinrgKeeping of well logs, including tenperature and depth data, and filing accurate copies wth
t he departrpnt—depart nent.

ahd—(iv) &--hgFiling any other reasonable reports regardi ng geothermal operations in this Commonwealth.
(10)-(12) Determine criteria for geothermal wells or repurposed wells stinulated by any formof hydraulic
fracturing, including any appropriate provisions or regulations under 58 Pa.C. S

SECH-ON(b) &~Pernit denial.--The departnent may condition or deny a pernmit based on the criteria
specified in the requlations promulgated by the Environmental Quality Board under this section.
AUFHORILZAT-ON(c) OFWel | RROJECTFS-i npact review.--1n a decision to issue a final pernmit for a geothernal
well within a census tract with an environnmental exposure score in the 80th percentile or greater using
the PennEnviroScreen tool provided by the departnment, the department may require reasonabl e additional
inpact _assessnents, public participation, transparency and reporting neasures as part of a permit review




or_approval .

See(d) ArDepartnent RESOJRCEf ees. - - The RRODUCH-ON—CECHHERMALdepar t nent ENERGYMay RROIECFSchar ge AREa
AJFHORI-ZEDper mi t  Nf ee FHL-Sor COMMONEALTH-peri odi ¢ HNCLUDINGanagenent FORf ee FHEsuffici ent RURRCSESt o
COkmai nt ai n ELECHFRI-CYover si ght RRODUCH-ON-and HEAH-NGenf or cenent ANDf or COOL-NG-geot her mal _ener gy
projects in this Commonwealth, not to exceed conparable fees set for the purpose of oil and gas
production froman unconventional, conventional or carbon dioxide injection well, unless the departnent
denpnstrates that 20250HB2076PN3319 - 12 - the fees are necessary to maintain oversight and enforcenent
based on specific well characteristics such as |oop systemtype, type of energy generated and depth.
FOThe ORERATEf ees Acol | ect ed GECHHERMALuUNder. ENERG¥th| s RPRQIECTsubsection UNBERshal | FH-Sbe

ACh-deposi ted Al nto MELLt he ORERAFORf und. .
- SSUED-BY-THE DERARTNENT—

B)y(e) R-GHFExpedited FCopernits. --The HNSRECH—-URONdepart nent SSUANCEshal | Okconsi der At he
RERM-Test abl i shnent Foof CONSFRUCFan ORexpedited ORERAFEpernitting Aprocess GECHHERMALf or ENERGYa
PRQJ-ECI.- erson FHEhol di ng DERARTMENTan MA¥ exi sting ENFERwel | G\IIQoermt PRILVATEUNnder OR58 RUBLICPa. C. S.

(O-Sec. CLASS3211 M(relating +NJECH-ONt 0 MELLS—-TOnel | ORERATEpernits) Ato CLASSobtain Ma
UNDERGRGJNM HNIECH-ONunder GCNT-RGA his MELLsecti on. —FOR-THE-RURROSE-OF—RRODUCI-NG-CECTHERMAL

(D-(f) O-LHydraulic ANDfracturing.--For GASgeot hermal MELLener gy CONVERSI-ON—-URONpDroj ects

LSSUANCESt | mul at ed ORby Ablany NECESSARYf or m RERM—FSof RORhydraulic Afracturing RERJRRCGSEDOr

XAEEE,- epurposi ng Aof RERSONan MA¥exi sting RERURROSEwWe| | ANt hat EX-STH-NG nvol ves CONVENH-ONALhydraulic
ORfracturing UNCONVENH-ONALoper at i ons, MELL-t he NGEUDINGdepart ment ANshal | ABANDONEBconsi der MELL-t he

ECRenvi ronnent al FHEri sks COGENERAH-ONand OFnay GECHHERMAL| nst ead RESOJRCEST equire ORt he GECHHERMALwel |

ENERGYoper at or W-FHt 0 Q-Lseek ANBan GASunconventional RREBUSH-ONwel | ORpermit FHEunder RROBUCH-ONSS

ORPa. C. S.

See-32 22208ubch. —RELATING-TO-RLUCCINC-REQULRENENTS)—
(E)-B EXRLORATORYor MELLS—-URONt 0 -SSUANCEconply OFwith Aadditional RERM-TFpernit B¥conditions
J'-HECOHSl stent DEPARJ’-NEM’—Wth Asubsection RERSG\Ig ) . —MAY_ DRI L AN-EXPLORATORY MELL O DEMI-EY_POTENTLAL

20250HB2076RN31Z6Sect i on ~7. —16 SECTILON-6&

REGULATI-ONS-Est at e_owner _obj ections_and procedures.

Ax(a) MELLNoti ce. - - Upon SARERYsubni ssion ANDof RERM-Ta REQU-REMENTS—FCRpernit FHEapplication,
RURRCSEa ORwel | RROFECH-NG<- - FHEoper at or COMMONEALFH-Sshal | NAFURALprovi de RESOJRCESnot i ce ANDof
RUBLICappl i cati on HEALFH-t 0 SARERYt he ANDsurface MELRARE-property FHEi nterest ENV-RONMENFALowner s
QUALLTYwi t hi n BOARDL, 500 SHALLf eet Nof CONSULFAH-ONt he MWFHwel | FHEbor e. —RENNSYLVANLA-GECLOG-CAL
SURMEY  PROMILGATE REGULATIONS TO-

(A ESTFABLLSHNOTI CE. - - UPON RERMTH-NGSUBM SSI ON CRFERFACF FORA PERM T APPLI CATI ON, A WELL
ORERATORS-<- - -NCLUDI-NGOPERATOR SRECHRICSHALL RERM—FH-NGPROVI DE CRIFERI-ANOTI CE FOROF

RERURROSEDAPPL | CATI ON MELLSTO THE SURFACE PROPERTY | NTEREST OWNERS WTHI N 1, 500 FEET OF THE WELL BORE
AND EXRLORATORYSUBM T MELLS-A COPY OF THE NOTI CE TO THE DEPARTMENT.

2| F, CONSIDERUPON COMMUNLTYRECEI PT HMRACTOE ANALYSES-THE NCLUDENGNOTI CE,  SEFBACKTHE
CONSI-DERAH-ONS-SURFACE +-NPROPERTY RERM-IH-NG NTEREST RFOROMERS EXPRESS AN OBJECTI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT TO
THE DESI GN OF THE GEOTHERMAL ENERGY RRQIECIS-PRQIECT BASED ON THE POTENTI AL_ADVERSE EFFECT TO A

COMMERCI ALLY VALUABLE M NERAL, | NCLUDING THE COAL OR O L AND GAS ESTATE, THE WELL OPERATOR SHALL ADDRESS
THE OBJECTI ON TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT.

£3)>20250HB2076PN3319 ESFABLISH- SIH-NG-13 DESIGN- AND(b) OFHERW| | FECHN-CALdesi gn. --To
SRECIEI-CAT-ONSoper at e ANDa REQUI-REMENTS-geot hermal _energy project under this section, a well operator
shall design the geothermal energy project as much as practicable to isolate any existing or future
production fromthe commercially valuable material, including of the coal or oil_and gas estate, from
the subsurface geothernmal production area and shall indicate whether a geothernal energy project
contains commercially valuable mneral, including the coal or oil _and gas estates and, if it does, a
pernmt may be issued only if the departnent is satisfied that the interests of the mneral, including
coal _or oil _and gas estate, will not be adversely affected and the subsurface property interest owners
have been notified by the well operator.

-(c) PBEFERM-NEMH| ections. --1f RPERRORMANCEa CRIFERFAsubsurface FORproperty RERURROSED nt er est




MELLSowner O s RREVENFa DELAYEDproducer MELLof RLUGE-NGa ORcommerci al |y +HMRRORERval uabl e
ABANDONVENT-m neral , including coal or oil and gas, the well operator shall notify the subsurface
property interest owner in witing and subnmit a copy of the notice to the departnent.

51 f, REQUREuUpon FHEr ecei pt SRACKHNG-of DRIHLING-t he GASING-noti ce, FESH-NG-t he ORERAH-NG-subsurface
PRRODUCING-property RLUGE-NG nt erest ANDowners DECOMM-SSIONINGexpress OFan GECHHERMALObj ecti on MELLSt o
ANDt he RERURROSEDdepart nent MELLSt 0o Fot he RREVENE-design of the geothernmal energy project based on_the
potential adverse effect to a commercially valuable mneral, including the coal or oil _and gas estate,
the well operator shall address the objection to the satisfaction of the departnent.

H-(d) GECHHERMALRI ght RESOJRCES-t 0 WAFER-acti on GASESprohibited.-- OR(1) OFHERNo FLULDSri ght FROM o
ESCGARINGact i on +HNFGshal | STRAFAar i se OFHERW th FHANr espect MHEREt 0 +Fthis +Ssection ROIND-i f UNLESSa
el | ACCORDANCEoper at or  MFHaddr esses At he U-Cobj ecti on CL-ASSunder Msubsection RERM—F(c) ANDLo
ARRROVEDt he B¥sati sfaction FHEof DERARFMENT—the departnent in good faith.

“-(2) ROLUH-ONA ORdet ermi nati on SURRACEDY ANDt he GROJNDWATER-departnment FNCEUDLNG hat WASTEWATER! he
MANAGEMENToper at or DURING20250HB2076PN3319 MELL- DEVELORMENT14 OR- RRODUCH-ON-has satisfactorily
addressed the objection shall be a departnental action appeal able by the subsurface property interest
owner_who _has raised the objection to the Environnental Hearing Board, as provided under section 4 of
the act of July 13, 1988 (P.L.530, No.94), known as the Environnental Hearing Board Act.

H-The RREMATUREappeal CooL-Nenust Okbe ANYf i | ed GECHHERMALI n S¥STEMaccordance B¥wi t h WATFERt he
ENCROACHMENTr ul es ORfor OFHERfi | i ng MeANSan FHATappeal REDJCEof FHEa ECONOM-Cf i nal RECOVERYagency
Okaction FHEW t h GECHHERMALL he RESOJRCES-Environnental Hearing Board and no later than 30 days follow ng
receipt of notice that the objection has been satisfied.

H)-(e) BLOAOS-Di sput e EXRLOSIONS-resol ution. --The F-RES-depart nent, GAVE-LNSor ANDany
20250HB2076RN3176per son ~havi ng i+a ~direct SEERAGE~interest in a matter subject to this act, may, at
any time, request that a conference be held to discuss and attenpt to resolve by nutual agreenent a
matter _arising under this act.

£)-The UNREASONABLES ol | owi ng D-SFURBANCEshal | ORappl y: —-NHUJRY—TFO-SURROINDI-NG-RRORERTY,—EXI-STL-NG-WATER
RI-GHFS—RUBLI-CHEALFH-AND-THE—ENVI-RONVENT—

(1) ORREHANLNGUNI ess ORot herwi se ABANDONILNGpr ovi ded, MELLSconf erences WIHOSshal | RRORERbe SkFEhel d
REMEDLATLONW t hi n ANDIO MELLdays RLUGE-NG-after a request is received by the department and notice shall
be given by the departnent to all interested parties.

6)-(2) ESTABLISH-A DECOMM-SSI-ONLNGr epresent ati ve RROCESSof FORt he RLUGG-NGdepartnent ANDshal |
ABANDONINGat t end At he GECHHERMALconf er ence MELL-and RERURROSED: he MELLdepart nent ANBnay EXREORAFORYnake
MELL-r ecommendat i ons.

A-(3) ESTABLISHAn BONDINGagreenent ORreached OFHERat ELNANCLALa SECURLIYconf erence REQJ-REMENISshal |
EORbe MELLconsi stent ORERATORSW th DRH-LLNG hi s Aact GECFHERMALand, MELL-i f RERURROSEDapproved MELLby
ORt he EXRLORATORYdepartnent, MELL-the agreenent shall be reduced to witing and shall be effective

unl ess reviewed and rejected by the departnent within 10 days after the conference.

FHE(4) ROLLOALNGThe SHALLr ecord ARRLY:-of an agreenent approved by the departnent shall be kept on file
by the departnent and copies shall be furnished to the parties.

H-(5) REGARDLESSThe Okschedul i ng FHEof MELLa DERFHconference ORshal | BRHLINchave FECHN-QUE-NO
FHEef f ect DERARFMENF20250HB2076PN3319 SHALL- HAVELS FHE- AUFHORIYon FCt he Sadegartmant' S

BONDI-NGaut hority ORt 0o SFHERI ssue FH-NANCLALor ders SECURIYE 0 REQJ—RENENISC r_rg HNco Q’gllanc ANDJI\IIS\Mth
DEEMED: hi s ARRRORRI-AFEACT . . = C - RC

HEALHE-AMND-SARET







<.e_The Environmental Quality Board may pronul gate rules and regul ations to establish geothernal
resource units applicable to geothernal resources.

When pronul gating regul ations, the 20250HB2076RN31/6——23—_departnent nay:

Section 8-9.

<eeA well operator or individual drilling an exploratory well shall be liable to any person or agency
that sustains damages fromfailure of the operator or individual to conply with any of the follow ng:
(1) A pernmit condition prew-dedi nposed under seeti-ohthis S{e)act.. FMPOSED UNDER-THIS-ACT

<ew—(2) Any rules or regulations established by the Environnental Quality Board under this act.

Section 9-10.

<-eA violation of this act or an order or regulation under this act constitutes a public nuisance.
Section 48-11.

<-a20250HB2076PN3319 - 16 - (a) Issuance of orders.--Except as nodified by subsections (b), (c) and (d),

the departnment may issue orders necessary to prevent or restrain a violation of this act or rules,
regul ati ons, standards, orders or pernmts adopted or issued under this act or to restrain the
mai nt enance or threat of a—20250HB2076RPN3176-—.24 . public nuisance or to prevent a reasonable

i kelihood of unlawful conduct or conduct causing inmediate and irreparable harmto the public.

20250HB2076PN3319 - 17 - (3) The departnment may revoke a well permt for any well suspended under
paragraph (1) if the violation is egregious, repeated or inpossible to resolve or if the permttee is
unable to conply with the steps necessary to resolve the violation.

20250HB2076RPN3176——25——(Cc) Witten notice.--Prior to a suspension or revocation order of a well permt
under subsection (a), the departnent shall serve witten notice on the well operator or its agent,
stating specifically the statutory provision, regulation or other reason relied upon, along with factual
circunmstances surrounding the alleged violation.

Section 11-12.

&em—(a) Renedies.-- (1) In addition to any other renedy provided in this act, the departnent may
institute a suit in equity in the name of the Commonweal th for an injunction to restrain a violation of
this act or rules, regulations, standards or orders adopted or issued under this act and to restrain the
mai nt enance or threat of a public nuisance.

(2) Upon notion of the Commonweal th, the court shall 20250HB2076PN3319 - 18 - issue a prohibitory or
mandatory prelimnary injunction if the court finds that the defendant is engaging in unlaw ul conduct,
as defined by this act, or conduct causing inmrediate and irreparable harmto the public.

(3) The Commonweal th shall not be required to furnish 20250HB2076RN3176——26——bond or other security in
connection with the proceeding.




Section 412-13.

Zee—|n addition to other renedies available at law or in equity for a violation of this act, a

regul ati on of the departnent, a departnental order or a permt condition, the departnent nay assess a
civil penalty regardl ess of whether the violation was willful.

(1) The penalty shall not exceed $50,000 plus $2,000 for 20250HB2076PN3319 - 19 - each day during which
time the violation continues.

(2) In deternmining the anpbunt, the department shall consider wllfulness of the violation, damage or
injury to natural resources of this Commpnweal th or their uses, endangernent of safety of others, the
cost of renedying the 20250HB2076RN31/6——27——harm savings resulting to the violator as a result of
the violation and any other relevant factor.

(9) Each prothonotary shall enter and docket the liens 20250HB2076PN3319 - 20 - of record in the
prothonotary's office and i ndex them as judgnents are indexed, w thout requiring paynent of costs as a
condition precedent to entry.

Section 43-14.

Exi sting rights and renedi es preserved and s——cunul ative renedi es authori zed.
20250HB2076RN31/6——28——Nothing in this act prohibits the Commonweal th or a district attorney from
proceeding in a court of law or in equity to abate pollution forbidden under this act or a nuisance
under existing | aw

Section 14-15.

<ew—(a) Establishnment.--The Geothernmal Energy Devel opnent Fund is established as a separate fund within
the State Treasury.

20250HB2076PN3319 - 21 - (2) defraying the departnent's expenses associated with processing permt

appl i cations;

20250HB2076RPN3176——20——(d) Interest.--Interest earned by the fund shall be deposited into the fund.
Section 15-16.

cee—Until the Environnmental Quality Board pronul gates regul ations in accordance with section 6 of this
act or Decenber 31, 2030, whichever is earlier, the department:

32 as either conventional or unconventional wells, as the departnment deternmines to be appropriate,
notwi t hstandi ng that the departnent shall require any geothermal well stinulated 20250HB2076PN3319 - 22
- by hydraulic fracturing to seek an unconventional well pernit under 58 Pa.C S

32 to conply with nodified permt conditions to reflect the 20250HB20/6RN3176——30——di fferences between
geothermal wells and oil and gas wells.

SECH-ONSection 17.

CONSTRUCH-ON-Const ruct i on.

=—Not hi ng NSFHLNG n Nt his FH-Sact AckFshal | SHALLbe BEconstrued CONSFRUEDt 0 Foanend AMENDor ORnodify
MoDI-EYt he FHEprovi si ons RPROV-SLONSor ORrequl ati ons REGULAFH-ONSpronul gat ed RROMJLGAFEDuUnder UNDER-58
RA-C-S-Pa. C. S.

GH-Ch.
32 (RELAHNG(rel ating ¥t o DEVELORMENH—devel oprent) .
Section 16-18.

<-=This act shall take effect imediately.
20250HB20/6RN31/620250HB2076PN3319 - 3423 -
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