SB 176 -- Redline

Introduced to Committee Substitute -- Increasing non-traditional instruction days for WV teachers

Deletions streek - Insertions underlined

CS for SB 176 _WEST VIRG NI A LEA SLATURE REGULAR SESS| ON lnt+oducedCommi ttee Substitute for Senate Bill
176 By Senator Fuller [H-at+oduced| Reported JaruaryFebruary 144, 20262026, fromthe Conmittee on
Education] CS for SB 176 A BILL to amend and reenact Sec.18-5-45 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
anended, relating to increasing fromfive to 10 the nunber of days, comonly referred to _as non-
traditional instruction days, a county board can deliver instruction through alternative nethods when
school s are closed due to_inclenent weather or other unforeseen circunstances and those days be
considered instructional days, subject to approval of its plan by the state board;

eferreddefini ng teot er ns; —the—Corm-ttee—onr—Education—
ardnaki ng thent echni cal tecorrections; he—Cormmd Y=

and prohibiting out-of-calendar days frombeing used to offset the |oss of separate instructional days.

1 CS for SB 176 (2) "Cocurricular activities" are activities that are closely related to identifiable
academ c prograns or areas of study that serve to conplement academ c curricula as further defined by
the state board;

and (3) "Instruction delivered through alternative nmethods" neans a plan devel oped by a county board and
approved by the state board for teachers to assign and grade work to be conpl eted by students on days
when school s are closed due to inclenent weather or other at+—SB-176-2026R2122_unforeseen

ci rcunst ances.

"Co-curricular activities" are activities that are closely related to identifiable acadenic prograns or
areas of study that serve to conplenent academ c curricula as further defined by the state board;
"Instruction delivered through alternative nethods" neans a plan devel oped by a county board and
approved by the state board for teachers to assign and grade work to be conpleted by students on days
when schools are closed due to inclenent weather or other unforeseen circunstances;

"Instructional day" neans a day within the instructional termwhich neets the following criteria:

(A) Instruction is offered to students for at least the mnimum nunber of minutes as follows:

(i) For early childhood prograns as provided in Sec.18-5-44(d) of this code;

(ii) For schools with grade |evels kindergarten through and including grade five, 315 m nutes of
instructional tinme per day;

(iii) For schools with grade levels six through and including grade eight, 330 mnutes of instructional
time per day;

and (iv) For schools with grade levels nine through and including grade 12, 345 minutes of instructional
time per day.

(B) Instructional tine is used for instruction and co-curricular activities;

and (C) Oher criteria as the state board deternines appropriate.

2 CS for SB 176 "Qut-of -cal endar day" neans a nonpaid day that is not included as a part of the nininmum
enpl oynment term

(3) The school cal endar shall provide for erel80—hurded—eightys separate instructional days or an

equi val ent anpunt of instructional tinme as provided in this section.

(1) An enploynent termthat excludes Saturdays and Sundays and consists of at |east twe200-hund~ed days,
whi ch need not be successive.

The begi nning and cl osing dates of the enploynment term may not exceed forty-eight-48 weeks;

(2) Wthin the enploynment term an instructional termfor students of no | ess than erel80 hundred—eighty
separate instructional days, which includes an inclenment weather and emergenci es plan designed to
guarantee an instructional termfor students of no | ess than erel80-hundred—eighty separate
instructional days, subject to the follow ng:

(A) A county board may increase the length of the instructional day as defined in this section by at

| east thit30 minutes per day to ensure that it achieves at |east an anmpbunt of instructional tine

equi val ent to enel80-hunded—and—eightyr separate instructional days within its school cal endar and:

and 3 _CS for SB 176 (iii) Apply any additional equivalent time to recover tinme lost due to late arrivals
and ear| y—ptr—SB-176—2026R2122 di sni ssal s;

(B) Subject to approval of its plan by the state board, a county board may deliver instruction through
al ternative nmethods on up to five 10 _days when schools are closed due to inclenment weather or other

unf oreseen circunstances and these days are instructional days notw thstanding the closure of schools;




and (C) The use of equivalent time gained by | engthening the school day to cancel days lost, and the
delivery of instruction through alternative nethods, both as defined in this section, shall be

consi dered instructional days for the purpose of neeting the 180 separate day requirenment and as

enpl oyment days for the purpose of neeting the 200200-day day—enpl oyment tewm-term

and (3) Wthin the enploynent term noninstructional days shall total twenrty20 and shall be conprised of
the follow ng:

(B) Election day as specified in sestionrSec. 18A- 5- 2—twor——article—He—chapt-er—ei-ght-een-a of this code;
(O Six days to be designated by the county board to be used by the enpl oyees outside the school
environment, with at |east four outside the school environment days scheduled to occur after the
onel30t h—hundred—and—thirtieth instructional day of the school cal endar;

4 CS for SB 176 (iii) Teacher-pupil-parent conferences;
At —SB-1/6—2026R2122—(v) Mking up days when instruction was schedul ed but not conduct ed,

and (vi) At least six two-hour blocks of time for faculty senate nmeetings with at |east one two- hour
bl ock of tine scheduled in the first nonth of the enploynent term at |east one two-hour block of tine
scheduled in the last nonth of the enploynent termand at |east one two-hour block of tine scheduled in
each of the nmonths of October, Decenber, FebruaryFebruary. —and—Apriti

and (-April.-Scheduled—out-of-cals
schogl—ts—canceled for—any reason—

and (4) Schedul ed out-of-calendar days that are to be used for which may not be reschedul ed as
instructional days in the event school is canceled for any reason.

(e) If it is not possible to conpl ete erel80-hundred—eighisr separate instructional days with the current
school cal endar and the additional five days of instructional tinme gained by increasing the |ength of
the instructional day as provided in subsection (c) of this section are insufficient to offset the |oss
of separate instructional days, the county board shall schedule instruction on any avail able

noni nstructional day, regardl ess of the purpose for which the day originally was schedul ed, or an out-
of -cal endar day and the day will be used for instruction of students:

and (4) FheQut- of cal endar f_u_v.edays da

(-f—)-and ( 4) (5 ) The ipstructionalfive terndays shallor commercecqui val ent andportions tewmi-rateof endays

apl anned datewi t hi n selectedt he school calendar exclusively for activities by educators at the
couhtyrschool beard-l evel to inprove instruction that are gained by increasing the length of the
instructional day as provided in_subsection (c) of this section.

-5 FheCS statef or board : 2 DEREE e
2026R2122(f) thanThe t-hJ-r-t-y—da-ys—pr—l—er—t—e—t—h-e—end—ei—t—h-e—l nstructional yeaxterm wnlessshal | thecomence
stateand beardtern nat e determi-Reson thata thedate maturesel ected ofby the testcounty ranrdatesboard. —an
earliertesting—date—

h-(g) The fellowi-hgst ate appk-esboard may not schedule the prinmary statew de assessnent program nore
than 30 days prior to ecectH+iecwarthe actiwities—end of the instructional year unless the state board
determines that the nature of the test mandates an earlier testing date.

-(h) The statefol |l owi ng beardappl i es shak-to determi-hReco-curricul ar whatactivities: —activiti-es—Ray—be
£2-(1) The state board shall determ ne thewhat arbuntactivities ef—hsirustionpal—tire—that—may be
consunpdconsi dered byco-curri cul ar; —ceeth—+i-ct-ar—activi-t--8s+

(2) The state board shall deternmine the anpunt of instructional tine that nmay be consuned by co-
curricular activities;

(') I'n fornulation of a school's cal endar, a county school board shall hold at |east two public neetings
that allow parents, teachers, teacher organizations, busiressesbusinesses, and other interested parties
wi thin the county to discuss the school cal endar.

The public notice of the date, tiweiine, and place of the public hearing nust be published in a |ocal
newspaper of general circulation in the area as a Cass Il legal advertisenent, in accordance with the
provi si ons of articleSec.59-3-1 threeret chapterseq. —H-tyhi-he—of—t-hi-s—code

of this code.

6 _CS for SB 176 _(n) The minimuminstructional term nmay be decreased by order of the state superintendent
in any county declared a federal disaster area and in any county subject to an energency or disaster
decl aration by the Governor when the event causing the declaration is substantially related to the |oss
of instructional days in the county.

bty SB-176-2026R2122 (0) Notwi t hstandi ng any provision of this code to the contrary, the state board
may grant a waiver to a county board for its nonconpliance with provisions of ehapte~chapters

ei-ghteen18, ei-ghteen-ar18A eighteen-bl8B, and eighteen-cl8C of this code to maintain conpliance in
reachi ng the mandat ory erel80—huhd—ed—ei-ghty- separate instructional days established in this section.




(p) Neh—tt+aditiohraThe ihstructi-onstate daysboard (MNFD)—shal |l bepronul gate ara a-ottedrul e arBuRtin
of-accordance terw th days—t-o—couht—t-owards—t he 180provi si ons ~egui-ed—days—of schoeokSec. 29A-3B-1

Hhstueti-on—et _seq.
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