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(m The person appointed as Correction Orbuds shall serve for ar[an ikitiakinitial] a termof [Hwstwo
ye}lrfouryears, years[and] teexcept r~uhthat corcuenrton wi-thand theafter terRJanuary o6, +he2027
Coverhera andperson Aeyappointed as_Correction Orbuds shall serve whiifor a sueeessorterm isof
appoi-htedf our andyears cor-+RBdi0o HRrun accordanrceconcurrent wth thi-sthe section~termof the Governor.
Such person may beserve reappoihtedunti| fora succeedi-hgsuccessor terRs—i s _appointed and confirned in
accordance with this section [.

Such person] and may be reappointed for succeeding termns.

(a) (1) There is, within the Ofice of CGovernmental Accountability established under sectionl-
300, theO fice oftheCorrecti onOrbudsfor theSubstitute provisionSenate ofBill onbudsNoO. —seri-ces—

Fhelb4l Correeti-ont he Orbudsprovi si on appei-hted—tCco—2—of i5onbuds Substituteservi ces. —Bi-—No—

1541The Correction Orbuds appointed pursuant to section 18-81jj, as anended by this act, shall be the
head of said office.

(E) Reviewi ng the operation of correctional facilitiesand neherergencyPublic proceduresAct erphoyedNo.

at—such—facilitigs
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1541 nonenergency procedures enployed at such facilities.
ch_)_ 3Recommendi ng efprocedure isand Subs-t-l-t-u-t-apol icy Bidrevisions Ne~to the departnent;

The Correction Onbuds shall[shall exhaust all other neans to reach a resolution before
itatinginitiating] is not authorized to institute litigation;

(b) Notwithstandi ng any provision of the general statutes, the Correction Orbuds shall act independently
of any department in the performarcePublic ofAct theNo. —offH-ce—s—duties
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1541 performance of the office's duties.

[(d) The Ceneral Assenbly shall annually appropriate such suns as LCOnecessary 4for thepaynent
ofthesal ari esof t hest af f andf or _t hepaynment of 150ffice Substituteexpenses Biand Ne—ot her actual expenses
incurred by the Correction Orbuds in the perfornmance of the Correction Orbuds' duties.

{-@e-)-]-l f (-;)-t he lrCorrection theOrbuds eewsedet erm nes eft hat {-l-n¥es-t-|-g-a-t—|—ens+such ahi nvestigation

i-Avesti-gati-oh~i s not warranted, the Correction Onbuds shall relyi nform enthe aperson war-etynaki ng e+t he
soeuwcesconpl ai nt teof ecereberatesuch ratt-ersdeci Si on ~asedi N bywr i ti ng. —persehrs—who—are—i-hcar-cerat-ed
Fpersons}—or—others—

[(e)] (2) In the course of [investigations] an investigation, the Correction Orbuds shall rely on a
variety of sources to corroborate Public Act No.
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1541 matters raised by persons who are incarcerated [persons] or others.

Docunment s supporting the decision are subject to relevant LCCOconfidentiality 5provisions, but may be

di sclosed by request of i5and Substituteto Bill-(i) Ne~the conplainant or an authorized representative of
the famly of the conplainant as disclosed to the Correction Orbuds, or (ii) the chairpersons and

ranki ng nenbers of the joint standing conmttee of the General Assenbly having cognizance of matters

relating to the Departnent of Correction.

(B) At |east ninety-six hours prior to issuing a decision pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this

subdi vi sion that expressly, or by inplication, criticizes the departnent or an enpl oyee of the

departnment, the CorrestionPublic OxbudsAct shallNo. —conrsut—w-th—the—departhient—or—enployee—as
applicable-

(-f—)-(—l-)#-LgLa-l—a-ndm—t—t—en@gmmu—ca&-hgns—154l md-uda—ng—ben—net—l—o—m—t—edCorrectl on te-Onbuds #hshal |
responseconsult tewith s G = }
cust-odydepart nent. Qf—LhO—CGFFm—SS-I—GHH-f—CQLFO&(—I—Qﬂ—OI’ a-n—errpl oyee ef-or t-hea W_ew
of Correetion—and—t he LCCeNpl oyee' s bargai ning efunit, 45as Substi-tuteapplicabl e. —Bill—No~

1541(4) Correcti-orAt Orbuds—or—a—RBRber—of—t he OH-i-ce—of—the—Correcti on OrbudsOnbuds' staffrequest
Hheludi-rg-t he but-depart nment setshal |, H-witedduring te—a theperi od dentity—of ati e cenplarant—agreed
theupon detaitswi th ot he cormupi-cati-ohrs—and—the—Correcti on Orbuds—Onbuds, #H-pdi-Rgsinform shall—be
copntidential—and—shall—not—be—disclosedwthout—t he consenat—of—such—person—except—that—the—Correction
Orbhuds A)y—hey—di-sel-ose—w-thout—the—consent—of suchany personacti on gereraltaken H-hrdi-hgson o+—poli-ocy
recomrendatl ons basedcont ai ned ehi n sucha eemm-l—c-a-t—l—ens-.—dem Si on pevi-dedpur suant Ae—Rei-—dually

e—t 0 thesubdi vi si on Comm-ssi-oner(3) of

G@r—r—es-t—l—enthl S a-n-ysubsectl ON GorH-cat-onR0r  concerni-Rgany areason physicalfor theatnot wsedeconpl vi ng
agai-hstwi th any such persen—srecommendat i on. —setr——ahR—i-Rcarcerat-ed—persoR—oF—aR—eRpl-oyee—oi—t-he
Departrent—of —Correction—

The Correction Onbuds shal| di-selosenotify suficientthe ipformaiioni ncarcerated teperson thewhose
Conmi-ssi-oherconpl ai nt efresul ted Cor~ecti-oRi N ora thedeci si on corm-ssi-oRer—scont ai ni ng desi-gheesuch
asrecommendat i on, sof Recessaryany teaction ~espondtaken teby the Cerresctiondepartnent Ovbuds—in
J-nq-w-r-l-es esgonse ar—to c-a-r-r-y—e-u-t—neeumnd-a-t-i-ans-.—bu-t—such -pforpationr econmendat i on. —Aay—nRot—be

For(f) Al oral and witten comrunications, including, but not limted to, in response to_any survey,
and records relating to such comuni cations_between_a_person_in_the pwposescustody of histhe




Sesti-en-Conmi ssi oner  dentiecakof Correction, or blanrkan swveysenpl oyee of the Departnment of Correction,
and guesti-onnaiest he receivedCorrection byOrbuds saidor eofHcea nenber of the Office of the Correction
Orbuds_staff, including, but not limted to, the identity of a conplainant, the details of the

communi cations_and the Correction Onbuds' findings shall be confidential and exenpt fromthe Freedom
of I nf or mat i onAct, asdefi nedi nsectionl-200, andshal | not bedi scl osed wi t hout the consent of such person,
except that the Correction Orbuds (1) nmay disclose w thout the consent of such person general findings
or_policy recomnmendati ons based on such _conmmuni cations, provided no individually identifiable
information is disclosed, [The Correction Onbuds shall disclose sufficient information to the

Conmi ssioner _of Correction or the commissioner's designee as is necessary to respond to the Correction
Onrbuds' _inquiries or to carry out recommendations, but such information nmay not be cenfidential—further
di scl osed outside of the Departnent of Correction] and (2) shall imediately disclose to the

Conmmi ssioner_of Correction any conmuni cation concerning a physical threat nmade against such person's
self, a nenber _of the public, an incarcerated person _or _an_enployee of the Departnent of Correction.

2)>-Publ i ¢ AH-Act precessi-hgNo. .

h)-1541 Netwi-thstandi-rgFor anyt he provi-si-onpurposes of thethi s gereraklsection, statutesidentical
SoRceR-RgOr thebl ank ecenii-dentialitysurveys ef—records—and ihierrati-enr—gquestionnaires thereceived

Correcti-onby Orbudssaid LCOoffice #shall efnot i5pe Substitwuteconfidenti al . —Bi—No~

1541(qg) shal-Notwi thstandi ng hawvet he accessprovi si ons to+0f hReludi-rgsubsection (f) of this section,
whenever in the ~-ghtcourse toof inspectcarrying anrdout eepy—the anyCorrecti on ~ecordsOnbuds’
Recessaryduties, tothe car~yCorrection ewt-Onbuds or a nenber of the responsibititiesOfice of the
Correction Oxbuds—Orbudsst af f beconesawar eof t heconmi ssi onor pl annedconmi ssi on asof prewi-deda crinm nal act
or threat that the Correction Orbuds reasonably believes is likely to result in thisdeath section—or
substantial bodily harm the Correction Onbuds shall inmmediately notify the Commi ssioner of Correction
or _an admi nistrator of any correctional facility housing the perpetrator or potential perpetrator of
such act or threat and the nature and target of the act or threat.

(h) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes concerning the confidentiality of records and
information, the Correction Orbuds shall have access to, including the right to inspect and copy, any
records necessary to carry out the responsibilities of the Correction Orbuds, as provided in this
section.

(i) The Correction OabudsOrbuds, if a conmm ssioner of the Superior Court, may issue subpoenas to conpel
the attendance and testinony of wi tnesses or the production of books, papers and other docunents and
adm ni ster oaths to witnesses in any matter under investigation.

Any such subpoena shall be served wperuponthe the—person to whom such subpoena is issued not |ater than
fifteen days prior to the tine specified in the subpoenaPublic forAct corp-ance~No.

Such25- 161 pepsgrﬂ nay—net—l-apeht-ha-n—u-f-peen—days—ai-pehsem-ee—of s-u-e-hlG s-u-b-peena—Substltute e+Senat e

enBill he

1541 subpoena for_conpliance.

Such person nmay, not later than fifteen days after service of such subpoena, or on or before the tine
specified in the subpoena for conpliance, whichever is later, serve upon the Correction Orbuds witten
objection to the subpoena and file such objection in the

superiorcourtforthejudicialdistrictofHartford, whichshall adjudicate such objection in accordance with the
rules of the court.

(k) (1) The Correction Orbuds may heldconduct irEerral—hearings in _accordance with the provisions of
chapter 54 and may £6Orequest 8t hat efany 45person Substitui-eappear BiH+before Ne—~the Correction Orbuds
or _at a hearing and give testinony or produce docunentary or other evidence that the Correction Orbuds
considers relevant to a matter under investigation.

H-Any Fheappear ance Ce-eect-i-ohrof Orbudsa s-ha-l-l-ger son MQ—M-LabLe—t-o—peLSQHS—MO arei s incarcerated

conpfi-dentialshal | meansoccur byat o—t he




Cor+eetionfacility Q@uds-.-\/\here whi-chsuch #m-ygerso Rl 5 bk ncarcerat ed pecdat pot-bo-l-m-teod-to
B - tine Qn:b-uds—a-nd—t-he—empl-oyees—of

t he G—f—l—c-e earing. =
) )

(1) The Correction Orbuds shall nake available to persons who are incarcerated confidential neans by

which to report concerns or otherw se subnit conplaints to the Correction Orbuds, which may Public Act

No.
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1541 include, but need not be limted to (1) electronic neans or a | ocked box, accessible only by the
Correction Orbuds and the enployees of the Office of the Correction Orbuds, and (2) a hotline for
persons who are incarcerated to conmunicate with said office.

[(i)] (n) The Correction Orbuds may apply for and accept grants, LCQgifts 9and bequests of 15funds
Substitutefrom Billot her No~states, federal and interstate agencies, for the purpose of carrying out the

Correction Orbuds' responsibilities.

[(k)] (o) The nane, address and other personally identifiable information of a person who nakes a
conplaint to the Correction Orbuds, information obtained or generated by the Ofice of the

G@r—r—es-t—l—en%uds-l—nPubl ic Lhes@emseeme—nmsﬂ-gaﬂ-@dea-l—L@eni—l—d@nﬂ-al—Act r-es-er-dsl\k) —eb-‘t-a-l-n-ed—b-y—t—h-e
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1541 CorrectionOrbudsin thecourseof ani nvestigati onandallconfidential records obtained by the Correction
Onbuds or the office shall be confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act, as defined in section 1-200, or otherw se except as provided in subsections (f) and (q)
of this section.
4-3.
(1) The clerks of the Senate, the clerks of the House of Representatives and the chairpersons of
committees of the CGeneral Assenbly or of either branch thereof, Leoduring 48its efsessi on; —i5-Subsiitute
Bil—No—

) ) Fon:
(5) conmi ssioners appointed by governors of other states to take thePublic ackhew-edghrent-Act o+No.
25-161 10 of 16 Substitute Senate Bill No.
1541 the acknow edgnent of deeds, in the discharge of their official duty;

(14) judge advocates of the United States Arny, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Space Force, |aw
specialists of the United States Coast Cuard, adjutants, assistant adjutants, acting adjutants and
personnel adjutants, commandi ng officers, executive officers and officers whose rank is |ieutenant
commander or mmjor, or above, of the armed forces, as LCCdefined 4idin efsection 41527-103, Substituteto
Bilpersons Ne—servingwith or inthe arnmed forces, as defined in said section, or their spouses;

(16) bail conmissioners, intake, assessnent and r ef erral specialists, famly relations counselors,
s-up-po:—t-PubIlc en-f-ox-c-en:an-t—Act o-f-f-l-c-ex-s-.-No } } oo+

(—1-7-)-25 161 J-u-v-em-l-ell o0l FRvest-gatorsl6 eml-e-yedSubstltute b-ySenate

theDvisionof Cri-mAalJusticeBi | | iAtheperforranceNo. —oftheir—assighred—duties

1541 support enforcenent officers, chief probation officers and supervisory judicial nmarshals enpl oyed by
the Judicial Departnent in the performance of their assigned duties;

(17) juvenile matter investigators enployed by theDivisionofCrimnalJustice inthe performance oftheir
assigned duties;

5-4.

(NEW (Effective from passage) (a) For any agreenent or arbitration award approved befe~e—on or after
the effective date of this section, in accordance with the provisions of sections 5-270 to 5-280,
inclusive, of the general statutes, on matters appropriate to collective bargaining, as defined in said
sections, where any provision in such LCCagreenent 42or award pertaining to the disclosure of

158di sciplinary Substitutematters Bior alleged m sconduct by a Departnent of Correctionenpl oyee

woul dprevent the disclosure of docunments required to be disclosed under the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act, as defined in section 1-200 of the general statutes, the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act shall Public Act No.




154125- 161 agreenrsnt-12 ehamd—peﬁ-m—m—ng—t—e—t—he—dhse@supe—of d-l-sc-l-pl—l—na-r—ylﬁ nm-t-t-er—sSubstltute
or~Senat e aJ-l-eg-edBl I m-seond-ue-t-No

1541 prevail.

(b) No collective bargaining agreenent or arbitration award entered into befe~e—on or after the
effective date of this section, by the state and any collective bargaining unit of the Departnent of
Correction may prohibit the disclosure of any disciplinary action based on a violation of the

adm nistrative directives contained in the personnel file of an officer of said division.

6-5.

Such supervisor] warden of the facility where such use of force occurred, who shall immediately
~eport-upon suchbei ng usei nf or ned ofof suchuse forceof force toreportsuchuse theofforce tothe [i mediate
supervi sor of the correction officer who is LCoreported 43to have used such force] Comm ssioner of
15Correction Substituteand Bi--the No~state police.

1541Any +eportedcorrection officer required to hawereport wsedsuchani nci dent suwehwho fe+eedfailsto
Copmi-ssi-onerdo ofso Correcti-ormay ardbe t-hegrosecut ed statePublic pol-l-c-e-.-Act No.

Apy25- 161 corectionrl3 ofH-c G s =
M—mof ses-t-l-enslﬁ 533—1-655ubst|tute t-eSenate 53a-1-6-7-,-B| 11
aslusive—No.

£6)-1541 Fheand Depart-reatpuni shed ofin anpec-t-l-anaccordance oFW th anyt he ml-ey-eegrow 5| ons of
t-hesectl ons de-pa-r-t-m-t—SSa 165 s

enip t 0 subsesctionb3a-167

‘b)|nc| us|ve of thic coctian

(c) The Departnent of Correction or any enployee of the departnent shall not take any retaliatory
personnel action or discrinmnate against a correction officer because such correction officer intervened
in_an_incidentpursuanttosubsection(a)ofthissection orreportedani nci dent pursuant to subsection (b) of
this section.

or (B) the chairpersons and_ranking nenbers of the joint standing commttee of the General Assenbly

havi ng cogni zance of matters relating to the Departnent of Correction.

Such plan shall include recommendations for any |egislation necessary to inplenment such plan, the
budgetary resources required for the inplenentation of such plan and the departnent's tineline for
i npl ementati on of such plar—plan, if such budgetary resources are nade Public Act No.
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1541 (-f-)-aval labl e.

(f) For purposes of this section, "use of force" neans the use of physical force or deadly physical

force, as defined in section 53a-3, by a correctionofficer to conpel conpliance by a personwho is
incarcerated.

6.

(NEW (Effective January 1, 2026) The O fice of the Correction Orbuds, establishedpursuant to sectionl8-
8lggofthegeneral statutes, as anended by this act, in consultation with the office of the Attorney
Ceneral , shall publish on said offices' Internet web sites a list of the case captions and the nanes of
the parties for each case filed on or after January 1, 2026, against the Departnent of Correction
relating to excessive use of force or nedical neglect that is defended by the Attorney Ceneral.

Sec.

(Effective f+orlul y passage)l, Fhe2025) O-ceNotwithstandi ng subparagraph (A) of thesubdivision
Correction(l) Orbuds—of establishedsubsection pwsuant-(c) teof section 18-81gg29-11 of the general
statutes, asfor amsrdedthe byfiscal thisyear astrendi ng RJune corsutationr30, w-th2026, the
OH--ceConmi ssi oner of theEnergency Att-erheyServices Genrerat—and Public Protection shall publ-shwai ve era
sai-dcrim nal ef-ces—history lhternetrecord webinformation sitessearch aor databasefingerprint
thatsear ch eentainsf ee allfor casesany Hedperson agahst(1) +hewhose Bepartwentcrim nal efhistory
Cor+ecti-onrecord defendedi nformation was required to be deened erased by operation of |aw pursuant to

t he dind—sienprovi sions of thesubsection ef—ee(e) of thesection Atternrey54- 142a Generalof concerni-ngthe
publi-cgener al safetystatutes, duw-hgand the(?2) per-edwho F+orhas Jaruarydenpnstrated 4+t hrough

2000-evi dence sufficient to the effestiveDepart nent date—of thi-ssesti-onr—Sa-deiiicesshalt-Energency
conduct-Servi ces anRdpubli-sht-heresult-softargetedand audi-tsPublic eFProtection that such easesperson
thatsubni tt ed wereand broughi-pai d asfor redicala rReglestprior easescrimn nal ewhghistory +herecord
peri-odi nformat i on +~enrsearch Jaruaryor ifingerprint 2048-search tothat theincl uded efectierecords
datet hat efhave thi-sbeen seestion—deened erased.




Fhi-sThe aet-conmi ssi oner shak-may takewai ve effeetfees aspursuant fellowsto anrdthi s shaklsection aresrdnot
thenor e follow-hgt han secti-ors~two tines per person.

Secti-oa—1—from-passage—1i8-81lij{m—Sec.

28 —lrem-passage—18-84 1 Lo} Sec—

3Subsection #en(q) passageof 18-8lggsection See~54-142t of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, Public Act No.

425-161 f+onl5 passageof 1-2416 Sec~Substitute Senate Bill No.

51541 HBAR025) : —passage—MNew-seeti-eR—See—

6(Q) CsteberOn and after January 1, 20252024, 18-8innif See~a person (1) believes any of such person's
crimnal history record informati onwas required to be deened erased by operation of |aw pursuant to the
provisi ons_of subsection (e) of section 54-142a, and (2) submts [a copy of such person's crimnal
history record information search denpnstrating that such crimnal history record information has not
been nmarked as erased] an application to the Departnent of Energency Services and Public Protection in a
formand manner determined by the departnment, the department shall, following a contested hearing if the
departnent _determ nes relief cannot be immediately granted, nmake a deternination _on whether such
crimnal history information should be deened erased by operation of |aw.

7 f frorn passagehearing New s sectionrhel d, JUDthe Joi-nt-depart nent Favorableshall, Subst—not later than
fifteen days prior to the hearing, provide the applicant with any crimnal history record information to
be considered by the departnent in adjudicating the application and issue a witten notice of its
determ nation not later than fifteen days follow ng the hearing.

ARRSuch Jei-ht-determ nation Faverableshal|l LCCconstitute 45a final decision for the purposes of 15the
provisions of chapter 54.

Covernor's Action:

Approved June 30, 2025 Public Act No.
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