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HA 1 to HB 234 to Bill Text -- AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 31 RELATED TO EXTENSION OF MEDICAID COVERAGE
THROUGH THE FIRST YEAR POSTPARTUM.
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Sec. 503.

Eligibility for assistance;

anmount ;

net hod of paynent.

(a) Anti-fraud.

-- Assistance shall not be granted under this chapter to any person or family otherwise eligible for
assi stance under the categories described in Sec.?505 of this title, having conveyed or transferred real
or _personal property of a value of $500 or nore without fair consideration within 2 vears preceding the
date of application for assistance or subsequently while receiving assistance, or to any person who is
an inmate of any public institution (except as a patient in a nmedical institution).

(b) Medi caid.

-- (1) Medical assistance nmay be granted to nedically and financially eliqgible persons in _accordance
with Titles IV-A [V-E_XVlI, and XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C

Sec.Sec. 601 et seq., 1381 et seq., and 1396 et seq.), federally approved waivers of these sections of
the act, and rules and requlations established by the Departnent of Health and Social Services.
Eligibility for and paynent of nedical assistance nust be deternined under policies and reqgul ations
established by the Departnent of Health and Social Services.

Eligibility standards, recipient copay, and provider reinbursenent nust be set in accordance with state
and federal nmandates, state and federal funding |evels, approved waivers, and rules and regul ations
established by the Departnent.

The anpunt of assistance in each case of nedical care nmust not duplicate any other coverage or paynent
nmade or available for the costs of such health services and supplies.

To the extent pernmitted by federal requirenents, no annual or lifetine nunerical lintations may be
pl aced on physical therapy or chiropractic care visits that are for the purpose of treating back pain.
(2) a.

Except as otherwi se provided in paragraph (b)(2)b.



of this section, the anmpunt of assistance provided to an adult recipient for dental care nust not exceed
$1, 000 per vear.
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The Departnent nmay establish a review process through which extra benefit dollars, not exceedi ng an
addi tional $1,500 per adult recipient, may be authorized on an energency basis for dental care
treatnents.

C.

Al _paynents for dental care treatnents are subject to a $3 copay for adult recipients.

(3) a.

Post partum services for assistance provided to pregnant wonen shall include conprehensive nedical care
and other health care services required under existing law for at least 12 nonths after the end of
pregnancy and for _any renmaining days in the nonth in which the 365 day falls without regard to any
change in the incone of the famly that includes the pregnant wonman, even if such change woul d otherw se
rendered her ineligible for nmedical assistance.

b.

The Departnent, Division of Medicaid and Medical Assistance shall seek approval fromthe Centers for
Medi care and Medicaid Services, within the United States Departnment of Health and Human Services,
through a request for a State Plan Anendnent, of the requirenent that all health policies offered
through the State's Medicaid programcover health care services for pregnant wonen for at |east 12
nonths after the end of pregnancy.

Section 2.

This Act takes effect upon enactnent with respect to continuation of conprehensive coverage for

post partum patients as determ ned through the Renewal of the Determi nation that a Public Health
Energency Exists as a result of the continued consequences of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COvID-19
pandeni c.

In the event that the Determination that a Public Health Energency Exists as a consequence of the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is not renewed, coverage will continue at State expense until the
State Pl an Anendnent i s approved.

SYNOPSI S This Act requires the Departnent of Health and Social Services, Division of Medicaid and
Medi cal Assistance to take the necessary steps to expand Medicaid coverage to pregnant wonen fromthe
current coverage of 60-days fromthe end of pregnancy under federal Medicaid requlations to 12 nonths
fromthe end of pregnancy.

As _a conseguence of the COVID-19 pandenic, pregnant wonen receiving Medicaid benefits cannot be dropped
so _conprehensive nedical care and other health care services have continued beyond 60 days until 12
nonths after the end of pregnancy by virtue of the federal Determination that a Public Health Energency
Exi sts.

This Act would continue that coverage after the Determination is not renewed.

In the event that coverage under the Determ nation ends before the State Plan Anendnent is approved, the
State will be obligated to provide the cost of coverage for services provided to pregnant wonen during
the period from60 days until 12 nonths after pregnancy ends.

I nsurance coverage is a critical factor in determ ning wonen's access to affordabl e postpartum care and
is a key strateqy for reducing preventable maternal nortality.

Ext endi ng the period postpartum during which insurance coverage is available will help close the
disparity in the maternal norbidity and nortality rate, inprove access for preventive services and
conprehensive care for chronic conditions, including behavioral health, and accordingly, inprove the
overall health outcones anong Bl ack wonen and wonen of other races.
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