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IVHEREAS, #fe+currently Senratethere Bilare Ne~29 school districts and charter schools that provide
ki ndergarten services, there are 42 school districts and charter schools that accept students in_grades
ki ndergarten through 12, and nmany school districts and charter school s provide preschool services;
8-2each e th J-l-n-el ts esown b-y- egl stration J-nsex-t-l—ng.grocess LAdditionaland inforpratioannst s—docurents
of thewhi ch Departwent—use afte+paper

t-h-eform; pex-l-od. equiring I—h-O-FO-I-H--I n- person corml etion;

EURTHERand AMENDWHEREAS, Senat-et he Substituteinitial Ne~registration process is burdensone _and confusing
for famlies reqgistering their child for the first tine in Delaware and data do _not transfer when
children change school s;

dand WHEREAS, the process is burdensone for Senrateschool Bi--districts Ne~and charter schools to handle
paperwor k _and manual _entry:

8zand eRVWHEREAS, H-hecreating 88early byreqistration hserti-hgwi || ~—Fhehel p cormpachi | dren statew-debe
physi-calprepared exam-orm-Rust—i-Re-ude—i-rf-orrati-oa—t 0 provestart leadschool sereeni-hRgon asthe
regui-edf i rst day, by Chapterensuring =26t hey e+have Fttleall 16——after—the peri-odnecessary thereih~forns
conpl et ed;

SYNORSISand Fhi-sVWHEREAS, Anrsndrentecarly deesregistration a-will enable additional nonths of engagenent
and preparation with fanmlies, including opportunities to conduct outreach well in advance of the
followi-rg-school vear and targeted outreach to those who are not vyet registered or_engaged;

-and Regqui+esVWWHEREAS, theearly See+etaryreqi stration efhel ps thefanilies Departrentt ake advant age of
Educati-onchoi ce tosl ots, approvewnhi ch anyoften additionrakcl ose i-Alorrati-orby ot he docursntsfirst
Fegui-—edweek byi n aJanuary; —publi-c—schoeol—

2and MakesWHEREAS, e&learapproxi mately thatl thein commpna3 stat-ew-deDel anar e physicalpublic exanrschool
formpt udent s mustexerci se heludeschool wfermationchoice, electing to preweattend Leadot her
screeni-hgschool s aswi thin ~egquiedtheir bydistrict Chapterof 26residence, or choice-out of F-tletheir
16district efto theanother Delawarepublic Cede~school ;

and WHEREAS, 3 out _of 4 Delaware parents or careqgivers, before the COVID 19 pandeni c, describe the

ki ndergarten registration process as "hard" or "extrenely hard", and alnost all Spani sh speaking parents
(98% said the reqgistration process was "hard" or "extrenely hard";

and LC :
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05/18/ 2021 09:50 AM WHEREAS, famlies may live in one school district and nove before the start of the
school vyear, or _choice into another school district or a charter school and nust fill out duplicate
paper wor k;

and WHEREAS, a 2020 report from Tech I npact found that creating a uniformreqgistration system would be
beneficial to school districts to nodernize and neet the needs of famlies:;

and WHEREAS, school districts and charter schools should control the local inplenentation of welcom ng
fam lies and students into their schools, continuing to hold their own open houses, school readiness
events, and inplenenting screening through locally deternined strategies;

and WHEREAS, the State currently operates a common data system and school choice portal;

and WHEREAS, the State currently requires school districts and charter schools to collect sonme conmon
information.




NOW __THEREFORE:

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:

Section 1.

Arend Part |, Title 14 of the Del aware Code by meking deletions as shown by strike through and
insertions as shown by underline as follows:

Chapter 4A

Uni form Public School Registration Process.

Sec. 401A

Definitions.

For purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Charter school" means a public school established under Chapter 5 of this title.

(2) "Departnent”" neans the Departnment of Education.

(3) "Parent" neans a natural parent, an adoptive parent, any person legally charged with the care or
custody of a student under 18 vears of age, or any person who has assuned responsibility for the care of
a student under 18 vears of age including any person acting as a caregiver pursuant to the provisions of
Sec. 202(f) of this title.

(4) "Public school" neans a school district or charter school.

(5) "Receiving |local education agency" neans as defined under Sec. 402 of this title.

(6) "School district" nmeans a clearly defined geographic subdivision of the State organized for the
purpose of administering public education in that area and includes a district specifically created to
adm nister a system of vocational or technical education.

Sec. 402A

Establishnent of a uniform public school registration process.

(a) The Departnent shall establish a uniform public school registration process to be used by a parent
to reqgister a child for school in the public school systemfor the first tinme.

The process nust neet the requirenents under Sec.Sec. 403A and 404A of this title.
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05/18/ 2021 09:50 AM (b) Beginning the 2023 through 2024 school vyear, all public schools shall use the
uni form public school registration process and shall enable registration access to that year, and each
subsequent school vear, before the application period for the school district enrollnment choice program
under Sec. 403 of this title beqins.

(c) The Departnent shall seek feedback from public schools and parents to quide ongoing inprovenents to
the uniformpublic school registration process.

Sec. 403A

Uni form public school registration process and information collection requirenents.

(a) The uniform public school registration process established under Sec. 402A of this title nmust neet
both of the follow ng:

(1) Be available through the Internet and in paper form

(2) Be available in English and Spanish.

(b) The uniform public school reqgistration process established under Sec. 402A of this title may be made
available in languages in addition to English and Spanish.

(c) The uniformpublic school registration process established under Sec. 402A of this title nust
include all of the docunents required to be conpleted by a parent who is registering a child for public
school for the first tinme and nust permt a public school to require additional information or
docunents.

(d) If achild is entering pre-kindergarten or kindergarten, the uniformpublic school registration
process established under Sec. 402A of this title nmust collect information related to the types of early
| earni ng experiences the child has had before entering pre-kindergarten or kindergarten, including the
duration and tinme attended for each experience.

(e) A public school nust be certified by the Departnent as conpleting the training provided under Sec.
405A(1) of this title before providing paper fornms as part of the uniformpublic school registration
process.

(f) The Departnment shall provide to each public school information about the uniform public school
registration process that the public school nust post on the public school's website and include in
other publications produced by the public school.

(g) After a parent has conpleted the registration process, the public school shall provide the parent
with all of the following information, as applicable:




(1) The public school in which the parent's child is enrolled.
(2) The specific school to which the parent's child is assigned based on the child' s place of residence.

(3) Information about the school choice process under Chapter 4 of this title, including that the school
choice process is a process separate fromthe uniformpublic school reqgistration process.

Sec. 404A

I nternet-based uniformpublic school registration process requirenents.
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05/18/ 2021 09:50 AM 81 (a) The | nternet-based uniform public school registration process established
under Sec. 403A of this title nust do all of the follow ng:

(1) Require a parent to do the follow ng:

a.
Conpl ete the online registration process.
b.

Provi de proof of immunizations.

C.

For a reqgistration of a child in prekindergarten or kindergarten, provide a conpleted conmpn st atew de
physical examformthat includes all up-to-date Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics Bright Futures Schedul e
of Periodicity screening and preventative recommended neasures.

d.

Provide a birth certificate.

e.

Provi de proof of residency docunents.

f.

For reqgistration of a child in prekindergarten or kindergarten, provide a conpleted statew de, approved
devel opmental screening that includes social and enotional conponents and is less than 12 nonths old at
the tinme of submission or conplete the devel opnental screening as part of the registration process.

(2) Record the date a parent registers a child for the first tine.

(3) Report the nunber of children registered during a given nonth.

(4) Wthin 48 hours of a request to transfer information, enable information provided by a parent to be
transferred, with parental approval and on verification of contact and residency information, to another
public school when a child' s school district of residence changes or a parent applies to enroll the
parent's child in a receiving |local education agency under Chapter 4 of this title.

(5) Pernmit any relevant personal docunent, including a birth certificate, required by a public school to
be upl oaded using the Internet-based uniformpublic school registration process.

(b) A public school shall provide conputer access so that a parent may use the Internet-based uniform
public school registration process to register a child for school in the public school systemfor the
Sec. 405A.

Departnent duties.

The Departnent shall:

(1) Provide training on the uniformpublic school registration process established under this chapter to
public school enployees who are assigned to assist parents with the uniformpublic school registration
process, including specific training related to the paper-based, in-person registration process.

(2) Issue gquidelines for privacy of information subnmitted as part of the uniform public school
registration process.
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05/18/ 2021 09:50 AM Sec. 406A.

Reqgul atory authority.

The Secretary of the Departnment nmay pronulgate requlations necessary to inplenent this chapter.
Section 2.

Anend Sec. 403, Title 14 of the Del aware Code by meking deletions as shown by strike through and
insertions as shown by underline as follows:

Sec. 403.

Pupi| application;




wi_t hdr awal .

(a) (1) Any parent of a school age child nay apply to enroll that parent's own child in a school or
programin a receiving local education agency by submtting a witten application, on a standard form
provided by the Departnent of Education, to the Departnent of Education or to the receiving |ocal
education agency and to the district of residence on or after the first Mnday in Novenber and on or
before the second Wednesday in January for enrollnent during the follow ng school vyear, except that a
parent nmay apply to a receiving local education agency until the first day of the school vyear for
enrollnment in a kindergarten program during that school vyear.

(2)a.
To be eligible to apply to a school or programin a receiving |local education agency under paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, a child nmust first be registered in the child' s assigned public school wthin

the district that the child would normally be enrolled based on the child' s place of residence.
b.

The registration required under paragraph (a)(2)a.

of this section nust be through the uniformregistration process under Chapter 4A of this title, whether
through Internet-based or in person registration.

c.

During the reqgistration process under paragraph (a)(2)a.

of this section, there nust not be unnecessary barriers or burdens to accessing school choice
opportunities.

(3) The Departnent of Education shall distribute applications to the appropriate receiving |ocal
education agency no later than 10 working days after the application deadlines set forth in this
subsection.

(4) Receiving districts may require the submi ssion of information beyond that contained in the standard
formprovided that it requires the subm ssion of the sane infornmation by the parents of children
residing in the attendance zone for the school.

(5) Notwithstanding the requirenents of this subsection, charter schools, vocational-technical school
districts, and magnet schools nmay accept applications submtted after the second Wednesday in January to
fill remmining availability.

Section 3.

Report on enabling data provided through the Internet-based uniformpublic school registration process
to be shared with and integrated into other databases.

(a) The Departnent of Education shall report on the feasibility of connecting the |Internet-based uniform
public school registration process with the follow ng:
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05/18/ 2021 09:50 AM (1) The Departnent's school choice website.

(2) The State's systemfor inmunizations.

(3) The State's systemfor birth certificates.

(4) Any other Internet-based systemthat is used to collect student data by the State;
the Departnent;

a licensed child care provider, including Head Start;

or_a public school serving preschool through age 21.

(b) The Departnent of Education shall provide the report required under subsection (a) of this Section
no later than March 14, 2022, to all of the follow ng:

(1) The Covernor.

(2) The President Pro Tenpore of the Senate.

(3) The Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(4) The Chairs of the Senate and House Education Conmittees.

(5) The Controller General.

(6) The Director and Legislative Librarian of the Division of Research of Leqgislative Council.
SYNOPSI S This Act is a substitute for Senate Bill No.

82.

Like Senate Bill 82, this Substitute does all of the follow ng:

(1) Codifies the Departnment of Education's ("Departnent”) current efforts to establish a uniformpublic
school registration process and requires that, beginning with the 2023 through 2024 school vear, all
public schools shall use the uniformpublic school registration process.




This reqgistration process will sinplify the process for fanmilies, enable public schools to engage wth
famlies and plan in advance of the school vyear, and integrate data systens to elim nate duplication of
effort.

(2) Requires the uniformpublic school registration process to be Internet-based and in paper form and
in English and Spanish and may be in other |anguages.

This Act also requires that certain information nust be provided in the process and that the Internet-
based uniform public school registration process nmust include certain features.

(3)Requires the Departnment to provide training to certain school district and charter school enployees
regardi ng the uniformpublic school registration process and issue guidelines for privacy of information
submitted as part of the registration process.

(4) Requires the Departnent to report to the Governor and General Assenbly, no later than March 14,
2022, on the Departnent's ability to connect the Internet-based uniformpublic school registration
process to other Internet-based systens that are used to collect student data by the State;

the Departnent;

a licensed child care provider, including Head Start;

or_a public school serving preschool through age 21.
This Substitute differs from Senate Bill No.
82 by doing all of the follow ng:

(1) darifying that a student nust be registered in the student's school district of residence before
being eligible for the school choice process.

(2) Requiring a public school be certified as conpleting training fromthe Departnment on the uniform
public school reqgistration process before providing paper forns as part of the in-person registration
process.

(3) Requiring the Departnent to provide uniforminfornmation about the uniform public school registration
process to public schools and requiring the public schools to post the information on the school's
website and in other publications.

(4) Requiring a public school to provide a parent with certain information after the parent conpletes
the reqgistration process, including the public school and school in which the child is enrolled.
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