HB 2481 -- Redline

Committee Substitute to Perfected -- Prohibits the use of SNAP benefits to purchase certain foods

Deletions streek - Insertions underlined

SECOND REGULAR SESSI ON [ PERFECTED] HOUSE COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO.

2481 103RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY 6262H-02C6262H. 02P JOSEPH ENGLER, Chief Clerk AN ACT To repeal section

208. 009, RSMb, and to enact in |lieu thereof two new sections relating to the supplenental nutrition

assi stance program

An_individual who is not a United States citizen or a national of the United States shall not be
eligible to receive nedical assistance through MO Heal thNet, unless such individual neets the definition
of an eligible alien under 42 U.S.C.

1396b(v) and neets the definition of a qualified alien under 8 U.S.C.

1641(b).
3.

[2.] 34

or any retirement, welfare, health, disability, housing, or food assistance benefit under which
paynents, assistance, credits, or reducedEXPLANATI ON ~ates-- orMatter #eesencl osed arein provi-ded—bol d-
faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is intended to be onmitted fromthe |aw

HCS HB 2481 2 presencereduced ofrates aror ak-enfees ferare theprovi ded. —puH-pose—ofi—det-eri-hi-hg

[3+—}The 4~term "public benefit" shall not include postsecondary education public benefits as defined in
section 173.1110, any nunicipal permit, or contracts or_agreenents between public utility providers and
their_custoners or_unenploynent benefits payabl e under chapter 288.

The unenpl oynent conpensation programshall verify the lawful presence of an alien for the purpose of
determning eligibility for benefits in accordance with its own procedures.

3.1 5.

4.1 5-6.

[5.] 6-7

or H2B)[(2) +ndefdnitelylndefinitely] H=(b) If the applicant provides a copy of a conpleted
application for a birth certificate that is pending in Mssouri or sonme other state~state, an_extension
of an additional thirty days shall be_ granted.

An extension granted under this subsection shall HCS HB 2481 3 terminate_in thirty days or upon the
applicant's receipt of a birth certificate or a determination that a birth certificate does not exist
because the applicant is not a United States citizen.

(2) Failure to submt acceptabl e docunentation establishing United States citizenship, United States
national status, or alien status eligible for such public benefits HSS-HB-2481 3 within the tenporary
eligibility period shall result in denial or termnation of public benefits.

(3) No additional period of eligibility for tenporary benefits shall be granted to any
app-cati-erappl i cant who has previously been denied public benefits at any tine due to a failure to
verify United States citizenship, United States national status, or alien status eligible for such
public benefits.

[6.] =8

[After an applicant's |lawful presence in the United States has been verified through the Systematic
Alien Verification for Entitlenents Program no additional verification is required within the sane
agency of the state or |ocal government.] &-9.

[7.] e-10.

[8410-[8.1 11.




Any agency that administers public benefits shall verify that the applicant or enrollee of that public

benefit is a United States citizen, United States national, or an eligible alien for such public benefit
through the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlenents Program operated by the United States

Depart nent _of Honel and Security and any other verification systemat the tine of application, at each
eligibility HCS HB 2481 4 redeternination, and whenever information is received indicating a change in
circunstances affecting eliqgibility related to citizenship or inmmgration status.

(1) An applicant applying for benefits with mnor children shall be required to provide docunentary
proof of relationship to the children or proof of financial responsibility for the children.

The agency administering the benefits shall promulgate all rules necessary to enforce the provisions of
this section.

If the applicant is deternmined to be eligible for benefits, the related children within the household
shall also be eligible for such benefits.

If the children within the household are deternmined to be eligible for such benefits but the applicant
is not eliqgible, the benefits shall only be adnministered to the children.

(2) If verification confirns that an applicant or enrollee is not lawfully present in the United States
or_no longer qualifies under subsections 1, 2, 3 of this section or _any successor provision of state and
federal law,_the agency that admi nisters that public benefit shall inmmediately term nate future benefits
and initiate disenrollnent, except as otherwi se permtted for tenporary benefits under subsection 5 of
this section.

(3) If any agency that adnministers public benefits is unable to determine an applicant's or enrollee's
lawful presence after a Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlenents Program guery or other authorized
verification, the agency shall immediately suspend approval or continuation of benefits and refer the
case to the United States Departnent of Honel and Security or other appropriate federal agency for
investigation and enforcenent action.

No public benefits shall be paid or continued unless and until lawful presence is conclusively verified,
except as otherwi se pernitted for tenporary benefits under subsection 5 of this section.

(4) The appropriate agency for referral for an applicant or enrollee for whomany agency is unable to
verify lawful presence shall include, but not be linted to, the United States Departnent of

Agricul ture.

13.

The MO Heal t hNet division shall require a field for citizenship or inmgration status on all presunptive
eligibility applications.

The division shall require hospitals, clinics, and other qualified entities authorized to conduct
presunptive eligibility determ nations to collect and transnit attestations of citizenship or eligible
immgration status to the division.

No presunptive eliqgibility application shall be approved unless the applicant certifies that the
applicant is a United States citizen, United States national, or alien with eligible imgration status
for MO Healt hNet.

14.

(1) Consider the entire income and financial resources of any individual rendered ineligible to receive
SNAP benefits under subsection 1 of this section when HCS HB 2481 5 deternmining the eligibility and
benefit allotnment of the household of which such individual is a menber;

The director of the departnment of social services shall explore and recomend other strategies to
further incentivize the purchase of fresh fruits, vegetables, and HCS-HB-2481 5 M ssouri - produced neat
and dairy products within the SNAP program by utilizing and enhancing existing Mssouri healthy food
educati on and access prograns.
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