SB 131 -- Redline

Engrossed to Enrolled -- ATTORNEYS: Provides for limitations on recovery of attorney fees and costs in occupational
licensing board disciplinary hearings. (8/1/26) (EN SEE FISC NOTE SG RV)

Deletions straek - Insertions underlined

SLS—26RS-310-REENCROSSED-Requl ar Sessi on_ENROLLED SENATE BI LL NO.
131 BY SENATOR PRESSLY AFFORNEYS~AN ACT To _anend and reenact R.S.

(a)lf the nature of the conplaint is based on reg-gersenegl i genceor—e+~ gross negligence, no proceeding
may be initiated after two years fromdi scovery by the conpl ai nant.

RageHowever , under noci r cunst ancesshal | suchapr oceedi ngbei ni ti at ednoret hanfive Zyears fromthe date of 4the

Codi-ng—act _or _omi ssion.

words in boldface type and underscored are additions.

SB NO.

131 ENROLLED (2) 1 nall caseswhereaconpl ai ntisfiledw th aprofessional oroccupati onal board or conm ssion,
the board or commission shall notify the Iicensee who is specificallynaned in the conplaint as the
subject of the conplaint in witing of the conplaint within six nonths after the filing of the conplaint
or be barred fromfurther action thereon.

The board or commission shall hold any required hearing within six nmonths after the notice of the
hearing, but this period nmaybe interrupted

byt hefilingof procedural noti onsor suspendedaspr ovi dedi nPar agr aph(3)of t his Subsecti on.

Rage(4) 2Repeal ed ofby 4Acts Codi-hrg+~2023, No.

(6) The Louisiana Board of Exanminers for Speech-lLanguage RathelogyPat hol ogyand—ard Audi ol ogy.
)-Page Fhe2 Louisianraof Professiocnral4 EngiheeringCodi ng: —aRd—Lanrd—Su~veying—Board—

Words which are struck through are deletions fromexisting |aw

words in boldface type and underscored are additions.

SB_NO.
131 ENROLLED (1) The Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board.
D-D. (1) Whenapr of essi onal or occupat i onal boardi ni ti at esadi sci plinar roceedi ngagai nst _a

| i censeeandt hefinal disposition of theproceedingresults in a consent order, judgnent, or finding in
which the licensee is the prevailing party, the board shall not collect fromthe |licensee any attorney
fees or costs incurred by the board after a witten offer of judgnent.

Mhen(2) aFor pr-ei-ess-l—ena-l—gur goses orof es-c-upa-t-l-ena-l-thl S bea-r-dSubsectl on, +ptiates—a disciplnary—action
ag-a-l-ns-t—a—l i censee 8 =

. censese—i s Lessdeen‘edt—h-an—a-n—o-f-f-er—o-f-
the J-l-c-enseepr evai ling J-npartv awhen

costs—of the pr-es-eed-l—ng ol I oW ng J-n-c-u-r-r-edoccurs —by—t-he—bea-M—ai—Ler—Lhe—eLLe{—ei—j—udgmM—er—oLLer—i—n
Regotiation—was—pade—n—witing—



(a) The egihaklicensee ihst+urenrt-nade a witten offer of judgnent, and the fellow-hgmatter di-gest—is
whi-chsubsequent | y constitutesternm nated, nedi sm ssed, partor ofresol ved thew t hout kegiskativean

Hhsturenat—adver se weref i ndi ng preparedagai nst bySerat-et he Legi-stative| i censee. —Servi-ces—

(D) (i) The keywerd-consent sumey—order, andjudgnent, di-gestor deofinding retresults constitutei n parta
of-di sposi tion norefavorabl etothelicenseethan the lawterns e~previously proeefoffered orby

hdi-ciat hel | censee efpursuant +egistativet 0 ht-enrt—t hi s Subsecti on.
FR-S~(ii)Aresultisconsiderednorefavorabl etothel i censeeunderanyofthe follow ng circunstances:

1-13(B)(aa) The licensee offered a suspension period, and 24-1+E}M-the D-GESH i nal SBconsent 43Zorder
Reengrossed| udgnent , 20260r Regularfindi ng Sessi-ehi Nnposes Resslya R~esent-suspensi on awperiod
(R—S~shorter than or equal to that offered by the |icensee.

3421(B))-(bb) provi-desThe thatlicensee offered a probationary period, and the previsionsfinal efconsent
pesent-order, law udgnment, (R-S-or finding inposes a probationary period shorter than or_equal to that
offered by the |licensee.

3F~=21)-(cc) deThe metlicensee applyoffered tepaynent ecertarof professi-enral-a nonetary f| ne, and the final

consent order, j udgnent, orfi ndi ngi nposesonl yanonet aryfi nei nananount | ess than or equal
H-censi-hgt 0 beards—that offered by the |icensee.

Proposed(dd) Thel i censeeof f er edasuspensi on awoflicensure, andt hefi nal consent p~evi-desorder, thatjudgnent,

theor provi-si-onsfinding inposes no suspension of presentlicensure, law egardl ess (R-S-of whether the
final disposition_ includes a fine, probation, or both.

3~ Ay-For depurposes retoft hi sSubitem onedayof suspensi onshal | bedeenedequi val entt of i ft eendays appyPage

o3 certainof pr-e-f-es.s-l-an-a-l-4 orCodi ng: —sccupationral—lcensing—hoards—

a.g-aJ-ns-t—a—Ll-eenaee—a-nd—t-he—fA-naJ—LesaLuu-an—of t-hagr obatl on pr-oeeed-l-ng-be-f-anev\hen t-ha Qparl ng
bea-r-ddl sci gl i nary r-es-u-l-t-ssanctl ons

Yot W2 i = -ORopobati-craryt hat per-odi ncl ude
hmosedboth e+suspensi on t-hoand a-n@u-n-t-probatl onary ei-perl ods. —the—poRetarypayreat—reguired—of the

Effective(ee) AugustThe i-final 2026-consent order, judgment, or finding inposes a conbined suspension

and probationary period that is |ess severe than or equal to that offered by the |icensee.

FArenpdsFor R—S—purposes of this Subitem one day of suspension shall be deened equivalent to fifteen
days of probation when conparing disciplinary sanctions that include both suspension _and probationary
peri ods.

3F4=21)-(3) SummayThe provi sions of Arerdrentst hi s AdeptedSubsecti on bysupersede Serateany Serateagency

Eloorrul e, Aresndrentsrequl ation, custom orpracti cegoverni ngt hepaynent of att or neyf eesandcosts to
engrossedt he bidlextent i~that such rule, requlation, custom or practice is |less favorable to the

| i censee.
MakePRES| DENT t-echhi-ca-OF chanrges—THE SENATE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE _OF_LOUI SI ANA_APPROVED:
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