HB 151 -- Redline

Printer's No. 3690 to Printer's No. 2558 -- An Act amending the act of November 23, 2010 (P.L.1264, No.119), known as
the Children in Foster Care Act, further providing for definitions; providing for RSDI benefits; and imposing duties on the
Joint State Government Commission and the Department of Human Services.

Deletions striek - Insertions underlined

RRLOR-PRI NTER S NO
2558 RPRINFER-STHE MNO-GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANI A HOUSE Bl LL Session_of No.

MACKENZI E, MADDEN, BURGOS, CARROLL, HOWARD, RIVERA, STEELE, CI RESI, SM TH WADE- EL, SHUSTERVAN,
ERIEL-FRI EL CEPEDA-EREYTI £ SCHMEYER —NGL-S—KAZEEM —EIL EDLER —PARKER-AND BELLMON-CEPEDA- FREYTI Z
NOVEMBER 6, 2025 ASREFERRED RERORFEDTO FROM-COVM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, HOJSENOVEMBER OF6,
RERRESENFATIVES-2025 ASAN AMENDED-ACT JUNEAmendi ng 24—t he 2028act ANof ACFNovenber Assentitled23, 2010
(P.L.1264, No.119), entitled "An act providing for requirenents for children in foster care and for
grievance policy and procedure,” further providing for definitions;

and providing for RSDkbenefits. —benefts~

"Benefits." Any and all Federal benefits, including Social <——Security, Supplenental Security Incone
and veterans benefits.

* * * "Cost of care." The reasonabl e mai nt enance expenses, <-—including foster care maintenance
paynents as defined under 42 U S.C.

* * * "Representative payee." A person designated to receive benefits for a mnor child under county
agency rul es governing the RSD—benefits.

Laa® * g Unnmet —REH-REMENT-needs. " SURMIVORSExpenses ANDf or D-SABLHLIYwhi ch FNSURANCEa
BENERITFS—county ORagency —RSB-i s BENERFS—not IHEregm red FEDERAL_\L ERCGRAM aw ABM-N-STEREDt 0 B¥grOV| de
FHEf i nanci al SOC-ALsupport. CUk 2 = .

BenefitsBenefits. -RSD—BENERTS-
<-—A county agency shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

(1) The county agency shall ensure that each child in foster care is screened to deternine whether the
child is 20250HB0151PN2558 - 2 - currently receiving or is eligible to receive Social =—=Security,

Suppl enental Security Incone, veterans or other Federal or State RSD—benefits within 60 days of being
pl aced—=— in foster care and annual ly thereafter.

(2) Wthin 60 80—days of a determination that a child is =——potentially eligible to receive Social
Security, Supplenental =-——Security Inconme, veterans or other Federal or State RSD—<--—benefits, the
county agency shall apply for the RSD—=-——benefits, in cooperation with the child' s attorney or
guardian ad litem if the screening determnes that the child—<-— may be eligible for benefits.

(3) If an application for RSD—benefits is denied, the—<— county agency shall appeal the decision.

(4) The county agency shall identify, in cooperation with the child' s attorney or guardian ad litem a
representative payee in accordance with the established categories of preferred payees as outlined by
Soci al Security and Supplenental Security |nconme ABM-NLSTRAT-ON-gui del i nes—=— and apply to becone the
representative payee if there is no other suitable candidate avail abl e.

(5) The county agency shall support the maintenance of RSD—benefits for a child transitioning out of
foster care or =——an individual under the county agency's care who has reached—20250HB0151RN3690——3—
the age of |egal adulthood.

Wien a child in foster care reaches 16 14-years and 6 nonths of age, the county agency s-——shall begin
to prepare a plan to support the nmaintenance of RSbDl—benefits for the child as the child transitions out
of <= foster care or reaches the age of |egal adulthood.

If a =——child' s eligibility for benefits ceases upon entering foster care, the county agency shall
assist the child and parent, guardi an, permanent_20250HB0151PN2558 - 3 - | egal custodian or adoptive
parent with the application for benefits upon the child transitioning out of foster care.
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CHIEE- S RERRESEMIATINVE PAYEE NI THE CHLLD ATTALNS 10 VEARS - ACE-

3140 (relating to planning and financial reinbursement requirenments for county children and youth soci al
service prograns), if the county agency serves as a representative payee for a child receiving Social
Security, Supplenental Security Incone, veterans or <--—o0ther Federal or State RSD—benefits, the county
agency—<-- shal | :

Zem—(i) Use SHALL-USE-or conserve the RSD—benefits in s——the child's interest, as determined in
cooperation with the child and the child's attorney or guardian ad |item =20250HB0151RN3690i ncluding -
usi ng 4the ~benefits iheludi-hgl or usihg~services or unnet needs not otherw se provided by the county
agency, court ordered or _covered by health insurance or conserving the benefits for the child's
reasonably foreseeable future needs.

Sem(ii) EArEnsure UsiNcthat for a child in foster care, the child' s benefits are not used to reinburse
the Commonweal th for serwicesthe orcosts whraetof <-ecare needsfor noetfhe otherwi-sechild prowi-dedor other
paynents made by the cewhty:Commpnweal th agerey-t 0 cow-t-cover o~deredany o+ot her eceveredcost byor
healthexpense ihsurancef or e~-the child.

H-(7) MAXYConsi stent NSFwi th USEt he AN¥best Okinterest Aof CHIHLD-Sa RSDchild BENERFSi n Fofoster s—

care, PRA¥the ORcounty REFMBURSEagency Ashal | COJNIYpl ace AGENCYt he EORchild' s GARE20250HB0151PN2558 OR-
SERMI-CES4 Ok- FHEebenefits GHHLD-i n HNCLUDLNG-i ndi vi dual BUF i nanci al NSFaccount s L-M-FEDt hat FS-avoi d
SERMI-CESasset COVERED| i mitations UNDERf or FOSTERFederal GAREand MALNFENANCES: at e RAYMENTS-progr ans
ASsuch DERINEDas UNDERa 42PA U-S—G-ABLE savings_account.

See—The 6+45{4)-county (RELAH-NGagency Foshal | DERINEH-ONS)-est abl i sh ANDi ndi vi dual RLACGEMENES | nanci al
MALNFENANCE-account s ASf or DERLNEDt he B¥Ypur pose DERARTMENTALof REGJLAH-ON-liniting the county agency's
use of a child's benefits.

H-The SHALLcounty RECEMVEagency ANDshal | DOCUMENFcooper at e CONSENFw t h BEROREt he SRENDINGSoci al
RSBkSecurity BENERFFSAdm nistration, FROM he FHEChi | d SHH-Band ARTFERt he CONSULTFAH-ONchild's W-HHat t or ney
FHEor COJNFYguar di an AGENCY-ad I item ASSLGNEDL 0 ASensur e FHEt hat CHH-D-Swhen RERRESENFAHLVE: he
RAYEE-chi | d ANDl eaves FHEf oster GJARDL-ANcare Abor LFEM eaches FOR18 FHEyear s 20250HBOL51RN36900f -age,
Sal |l -paynents CH-LDof ORbenefits FHEshal | CHHLD-Shbe LEGALreturned COJNSEL-to the Social Security
Administration to be held on the child' s behalf or, upon the instructions of the Social Security
Administration, transferred to the child or _a new representative payee.

A-(8) Consi-stent-The wi-thcounty theagency bestshal | ihterestnotify oFthe aparent, ehidguardi an

hper manent fest-er| eqgal eare~cust odi an theor eceuhtyadoptive agereyparent shakand MoNORchild
ANYt hr ough EEDERALt he <--child's ASSETattorney ORor RESQURCEquardi an L-M-Tad AND it em placeof thean
chitd—sappl i cation, RSBdeci sion, beretitscommunication s—or ihappeal hdivd-dualrel ated H-hrahreakto
accountst he thatchild' s aweidSoci al assetSecurity, HrtationrsSupplenental ferSecurity Federal|ncone,
ahdvet er ans Stat-eor pregaRs—0ot her suchFederal asor aState RAbenefits. -ABLE-Sav-hgs—<—accouht—

(9) The county agency shal | establi-shprovi de ihdivdi-duala Hprarcialguarterly aseountsaccounting fe~of the
puposeanpunt and use of H-mti-hgall thebenefits countythat agency—seach usechild ofin afoster
chitd—scare RSDLi s benreiits—receiving.

The c-ou-n-t-yaccountl ng ag-enc-y—é—shal I c-eope{-a-t-econt ain w—t—han thej tem zed Sesiaklist Sec-u-r-l-t—y-

t-he—c-h-l-l-d—ox—a—new repr esent ative payee.

RSDL-The <--accounting BENERFSshal | AREbe RELEASEDprovi ded Nt o ACCORDANCEt he MWLTHchi |l d EEDERALt hr ough
REQUI-REMENTS~t he child's attorney or quardian ad litem

£8)(10) The county agency shal| aetifyprovi de thea parent—child guardian—i N <—f oSt er persapent-care
legalwi t h custodi-arongoi ng e~financi al adeptiveliteracy parenttraining ardtailored F-HEt 0 chitd—<aa
theough—t he individual child s atterreydevel opnent, e+functioni ng guardianrand adneeds -terand efsupport
ahRi N appH-cati-ona-nai nt ai ni ng decisonr-benef it cormuri-cationrel igibility, eincluding appeakproviding
relatedi nformation teregardi ng the ehidd—sexi stence, Seecialavailability SectHi+ty-—20250HB0151PN2558

Supplereat-al- Secuity5 LAcoRB- <-emand veteransuse o~of othernpney Federalconserved orfor Statethe
RSDlchi | d. —berefits—




COUNSELING( 13) RELAFEDConservati on FOof MANFALNLNG: he ANDbenefits CONSERMI-NGshal | RSDHful fill <t he
BENERITFS~exhaustion of eligibility and receipt of benefits requirenents under section 704.2 of the act
of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.?21), known _as the Human_ Servi ces Code.

FHE(14) COMNYThe AGENCYdepartment SHALLand DOCUMENTcounty FHEagency RROA-SLONmay OFcontract
COINSELL-NGW t h UNDERa FH-St hi rd RARAGRARH-party to fulfill any of the requirenments under this section.
20250HB0151RPN3690(15) ~Wthin #nine ~nonths (A3)—(1)—Conservation—of the RSDheffective beneftsdate
shallof <eathis fuitlsection, the exhaustionDepartnent of ek-gibi-tyHuman ardServi ces ~eceipt-Ofifice
off or benrefitsChil dren, regui+enreratsYouth uwhderand seestienFan | ies #B4-—=2shall efi ssue thegqui dance aet-on
of—June—13,—1967 (P31 —No—21)—khrowa—as—t he Humenri Mpl ement ati on Serwicesof Code~this section.

(i) Not later than 30 days after the effective date =-—=20250HB0151PN2558 - 6 - of this section, the

of fi ce NO-LAFER-THAN-DECEMBER-31—<aw—2026—THE-DERARTMENT—shal | convene a neeting with stakehol ders who
shall include, at a mininmum representatives fromcounty CH-LD-wel fare directors, —<—- child advocacy
organi zations, current and former foster children and other rel evant stakehol ders, as determ ned by the
depart ment.

Best s——practice guidelines shall include establishing procedures for the follow ng:

(A) Determining the manner and tools for conducting disability screenings for children who may <s-——be
eligible for-RSDL benefits.

<ewa—(B) Assisting in the application process for RSD—benefits for each child who, pursuant to the s
disability screening, is likely to be determ ned—20250HB0151RPN3690——8— eligible for benefits.

(D) Informng parents and caretakers at the tinme <-——a child | eaves foster care of potential eligibility
for benefits for the child if the child is not receiving benefits but nay be eligible, upon application,
to receive those benefits.

FNECORM-NG( E) Al nform ng <--foster CH-LD-Schildren RARENTof OFtheir FHEri ghts NeEEDand FOresponsibilities
ARRLYf or ASt he Aconti nued RERRESENFAH-VET ecei pt RA¥EEOf MHENbenefits, FHEthe CH-LDsources LEAVESof
ECSTERassi st ance GAREt hat Nmay ORDERbe FORavai | abl e FHEf or CHI-LDr esol vi ng FCpr obl ens CONFH-NUEf ost er
FCchi | dren RECELVEMRY RSDL-have BENERLTS-with the receipt of benefits and the process for transferring
accunul ated benefits.

£E5)»-20250HB0151PN2558 +hf-ormi-Rg- Foster/ chitdren- of(F) theirProvidi ng ~-ghtscounties anrdstrateqies

Les-pens-l—bJ—l—l—t—l—es—for thel everagl ng Soht-huedexi sting r-es-eJ-p:-grow ders of RSDi-ci vi | benei-l—t-s-.- ega
t-haserw ces
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R ARDLTLON_OE SECTLON B2 o THE ACT SEALL TAKE EEEECT |LMVEDLATEL Y.
(2 THL S SECTHON-SHALL TAKE EFEECT | MVEDIATELY
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