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26-144 AN ACT CONCERNING STATE-WIDE FIRE PROTECTION.

and (4) "Subdivision"District or district"subdivision" includes any entity or subdivision of a
municipality with a responsibility for fire protection services pursuant to statute, charter or
ordinance.ordinance;

(b)and On(5) or"National beforeEmergency JulyResponse 1,Information 2027,System" eachmeans
municipalitythe shallnational registerdata eachsystem entitydeveloped responsibleor fordesignated
providingby firethe protectionUnited servicesStates withinFire allAdministration, ofor theits
geographicsuccessor areassystem, offor the municipalitycollection, inreporting the National Emergency
Response Information System and enteranalysis intoof saidfire system the demographic and
contactemergency informationincident relateddata. to such entities.

The municipality shall accurately maintain such demographic and contact information and shall review
such demographic and contact LCO 1 of 19 Substitute House Bill No.

5460 information(b) notOn lessor thanbefore annually.July 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, each fire
protection entity responsible for providing fire protection services within one or more of the
geographic areas of a municipality shall register with such municipality.

(c)Such Onregistration orshall beforeinclude, Julybut 1,need 2027,not eachbe municipalitylimited
shallto, establishthe ademographic localinformation fireof protectionthe plangeographic andarea
submitserved suchby plansuchentity toandthename theandcontact Stateinformationofsuch Fireentity.
Administrator.

Such entity shall file amendments to the registration reporting any material change to the information
contained in such registration not later than thirty days after the entity knows or should know of such
material change.

(c) Each municipality shall enter such registration and the demographic and contact information related
to such entities in the National Emergency Response Information System.

The municipality shall maintain and review such demographic and contact information not less than
annually.

(d) On or before July 1, 2027, each municipality shall establish a local fire protection plan and submit
such plan to the chief elected officer, legislative body and emergency management director of such
municipality.

Each municipality may submit such plan to the State Fire Administrator, unless the Commission on Fire
Prevention and Control requires the submission of such plan to the State Fire Administrator
pursuanttosubsection(b)ofsection7-323l,inwhichcase suchplanshall be submitted in the form and manner
specified by the commission.

(2) A disclosure of the subdivisionsdistricts or districtssubdivisions responsible for fire protection
services throughout all geographic areas within the municipality;

(3)ThePublic nameAct ofeachNo. fire protectionentity responsiblefor theprimary response by the
municipality to the need for fire protection services;
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5460 (3) The name of each fire protection entity responsible for providing fire protection services
within one or more of the geographic areas of such municipality;

(6)Thenameoftheperson,including,butnotlimitedto,thefirechief, responsible for each fire protection
services entity that provides fire protection services to the municipality;

LCO(e) 2If, pursuant to the provisions of 19subsection Substitute(b) Billof No.section 7-323l of the
general statutes, as amended by this act, the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control establishes a
standardized protocol, the State Fire Administrator shall, not less than once every five years, review
and assign a rating to each local fire protection plan submitted to the State Fire Administrator pursuant
to subsection (c) of this section in accordance with such standardized protocol.

5460 (d) The State Fire Administrator shall(1) reviewmay andrequire assignany amunicipality ratingwhose
to each local fire protectionPublic planAct inNo. accordance with the standardized protocol established
by the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control pursuant to section 7-323l of the general statutes, as
amended by this act.

The26-144 State3 Fire Administrator (1) may require any municipality whose local fire protection plan is
assigned an unsatisfactory rating to submitaperformanceimprovementplannotlaterthanninetydaysafter the
assignment of such19 unsatisfactorySubstitute rating,House andBill (2)No. shall assist the municipality



with the development of such performance improvement plan.

(e)5460 Eachprotection municipalityplan shallis reviewassigned andan reviseunsatisfactory itsrating
localto firesubmit protectiona performance improvement plan atnot leastlater oncethan everyninety
fivedays yearsafter andthe communicateassignment anyof substantialsuch changesunsatisfactory torating,
and (2) shall assist such planmunicipality towith the Statedevelopment Fireof Administrator.such
performance improvement plan.

(f) On and after July 1, 2032, and every five years thereafter, each municipality shall review, and
revise as needed, its local fire protection plan and may communicate any substantial changes to such
plan to the State Fire Administrator.

Such standards and protocols shall address, but need not be limited to, operational safety strategies
used during fire suppression operations, hazardous materials mitigation and technical rescue operations
and methods for ensuring the health and wellness of fire service personnel;

LCO[(3)] 3(4) ofEstablish 19an Substituteoptional Billfire service training and education program that
provides information relative to the blue envelopes Public Act No.

546026-144 [(3)]4 (4) Establish an optional fire service training and education program that provides
information relative to the blue envelopes designed pursuant to section 14-11j and yellow envelopes
designed pursuant to section 14-11l and techniques for the handling of incidents,19 suchSubstitute
asHouse wandering,Bill thatNo. involve juveniles and adults with autism spectrum disorder, cognitive
impairment or nonverbal learning disorder, providedthecurriculum for suchtechniquesismadeavailable at no
cost from (A) institutions of higher education, health care professionals or advocacy organizations that
are concerned with juveniles and adults with autism spectrum disorder, cognitive impairment or
nonverballearning disorder,or (B)collaborationsofsuch institutions, professionals or organizations;

5460 designed pursuant to section 14-11j and yellow envelopes designed pursuant to section 14-11l and
techniques for the handling of incidents, such as wandering, that involve juveniles and adults with
autism spectrum disorder, cognitive impairment or nonverbal learning disorder, providedthecurriculum for
suchtechniquesismadeavailable at no cost from (A) institutions of higher education, health care
professionals or advocacy organizations that are concerned with juveniles and adults with autism
spectrum disorder, cognitive impairment or nonverballearning disorder,or (B)collaborationsofsuch
institutions, professionals or organizations;

[(9)] (10) Implement the recommendations of the study of the fire service authorized pursuant to
subdivision (36) of subsection (b) of LCOPublic 4Act of 19 Substitute Bill No.
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[and]and (11)[(10)](11)Submit Establish,to theGovernor,thejoint standing committee ofthe
GeneralAssemblyhavingcognizanceofmattersrelatingtopublicsafety and security, in coordinationaccordance
with the Stateprovisions Fireof Administrator,section a11-4a, standardizedand classificationthe
systemCommissioner thatof evaluatesEmergency Services and gradesPublic Protection an annual report (A)
relating to the operationalperformanceactivities, ofthefirerecommendations
protectionservicesprovidedbyand eachaccomplishments municipalityof orthe firecommission, districtand
with(B) primarymaking responsibilityrecommendations on the funding necessary for suchthe operation of,
the maintenance of and capital improvements to the state fire protectionschool services.and regional
fire schools.

In(b) establishingThe such system, the commission shallmay: consider nationally recognized standards,
including, but not limited to, standards developed by the National Fire Protection Association and the
Center for Public Safety Excellence;

(12)(1) Not[recommend] laterRecommend, thanand January 1, 2028, develop a standardized protocol for the
submissionCommissioner of operationalEmergency dataServices byand eachPublic fireProtection protectionmay
entityadopt, regulations in accordance with the state,provisions andof submitchapter such54 protocolas
necessary to implement the Stateprovisions Fireof Administratorthis forsection; adoption;

(13)(2) NotRequire lessmunicipalities thanto oncesubmit every five years, establish, in coordination
with the State Fire Administrator, a standardized protocol by which the State Fire Administrator shall
review local fire protection plansplans, established and submittedany pursuantrevisions to sectionsuch
1plans, of this act and assign a rating to eachthe suchState localFire fireAdministrator; protection
plan;

and(3) [(10)](14)SubmitEstablish, toin theGovernor,thejointcoordination standingwith committeethe
oftheState GeneralAssemblyhavingcognizanceofmattersrelatingtopublicsafetyFire andAdministrator,
security,a in(A) accordancestandardized withprotocol by which the provisionsState ofFire
sectionAdministrator 11-4a,shall andreview, thenot Commissionerless ofthan Emergencyonce Servicesevery
andfive Publicyears, Protectionlocal anfire annualprotection reportplans (A)and relatingassign a rating
to thesuch activities,recommendationsplan andbased accomplishmentson ofsuch thestandardized
commission,protocol, and (B) makingstandardized recommendationsclassification onsystem theby
fundingwhich necessary for the operationState of,Fire theAdministrator maintenancemay ofevaluate and
capitalgrade improvements to the stateoperational fireperformance schoolof
andthefireprotectionservicesprovidedbyeachmunicipalityorfiredistrict. regional fire schools.



(b)In Theestablishing commissionsuch maystandardized recommend,classification andsystem, the
Commissionercommission ofshall Emergencyconsider Servicesnationally andrecognized Publicstandards,
Protectionincluding, maybut adopt,not regulationslimited into, accordancestandards withdeveloped by the
provisionsNational ofFire chapterProtection 54Association asand necessary to implement the
provisionsCenter offor thisPublic section.Safety Excellence;

and (4) Require the submission of operational data by each fire protection entity in the state and
specify the form and manner of such submission.

Public Act No.
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5460 The commissioner shall submit such requirement to the State Fire Administrator for adoption.

(NEW) (Effective October 1, 2026) Notwithstanding(a) anyAs LCOused 5in ofthis 19section,
Substitute"municipality" Billhas No.the same meaning as provided in section 7-148 of the general
statutes.

5460(b) provisionIn of the generalevent statutesfire orprotection theservices provisionsin ofa
anymunicipality specialare act,discontinued municipalcharter or homeinterrupted, ruleincluding,
ordinance,but eachmunicipality,asdefinednot inlimited sectionto, 7-148 of the generaldissolutionor
statutes,cessationofoperationsofany shallfire exercisedepartment,fire itsdistrict poweror granted
pursuant to subparagraph (B) of subdivision (4) of subsection (c) of section 7-148 of the general
statutes to provide for fire protection,company, organize, maintain and regulate the personsmunicipality
providingshall firetake protection,such provideactions theas necessary apparatusto forensure
extinguishingthe firescontinuation and douninterrupted allprovision otherof thingsfire necessary or
desirable for the protection ofservices thewithin municipalityits fromterritorial fire,limits,
including,except butas nototherwise limitedprovided to,by providingspecial theact facilitiesor
necessarymunicipal forcharter. the municipality's fire protection services.

Such actions may include, but need not be limited to, the establishment or operation of a municipal fire
department, the entering into of contracts or agreements for fire protection services, the designation
of a temporary or permanent provider or participation in a mutual aid or regional fire service
arrangement.

Section(NEW) 7-323o(Effective offrom thepassage) general(a) statutesAs isused repealedin andthis
thesection followingand issections substituted5 inand lieu6 thereofof (Effectivethis Octoberact: 1,
2026):

(a) (1) There"Fire isprotection" establishedhas the positionsame ofmeaning Stateas Fireprovided
Administrator.in section 1 of this act;

Prior to July 1, 2025, the State Fire Administrator shall be recommended by the Commission on Fire
Prevention and Control and beappointedby the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection.

Upon a vacancy in the position of State Fire Administrator occurring on or after July 1, 2025, the
Commission on Fire Prevention and Control may recommend candidates for the position of State Fire
Administrator to the commissioner, and the commissioner shall appoint such State Fire Administrator, who
shall be qualified for the position by at least five years of experience in the fire service.

(2) There is established the position of Deputy State Fire Administrator.

The Deputy State Fire Administrator shall report to the State Fire Administrator.

The Commission on Fire Prevention and Control may recommend candidates for the position of Deputy State
Fire Administrator to the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection, and the commissioner
shall appoint such Deputy State Fire Administrator, who shall be qualified for the position by at least
five years of experience in the fire service.

(b) The Division of Fire Services Administration shall:

(1) Administer federal funds and grants allocated to the fire services LCO 6 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

5460 of the state;

(2) Provide technical assistance and guidance to fire fighting forces of any state or municipal agency;

(3) Develop a centralized information and audiovisual library regarding fire prevention and control;

(4) Accumulate, disseminate and analyze fire prevention data;

(5)Recommend specificationsoffireservicematerialsandequipment and assist in the purchasing thereof;

(6) Assist in mutual aid coordination;

(7) Coordinate fire programs with those of the other states;

(8) Assist in communications coordination;

(9) Establish and maintain a fire service information program;

(10)Reviewandapprove thepurchase offireapparatusorequipment at state institutions, facilities and
properties;

(11) Recommend and providereports on revisions to statutes relating to firefighter training and fire
prevention and control;



(12) Advise and assist the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control regarding legislative proposals;

(13) Encourage the expansion and improvement of existing regional firefighter training facilities in
cooperationwith the Commission onFire Prevention and Control;

(14) Administer the state fire school and regional fire schools;

(15) Administer certification examinations, testing procedures and reciprocity recognition for
credentials in the fire service disciplines;

(16) Manage the Statewide Fire Service Disaster Response Plan, with LCO 7 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

5460 the advice of the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control;

and (17) Make recommendations to the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control and the Commissioner of
Emergency Services and Public Protection pertaining to the operational funding of the state fire school
and regional fire schools.

(c) The provisions of this section shall not be construed to apply to forest fire prevention and control
programs administered by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection pursuant to sections 23-
33 to 23-57, inclusive.

Sec.

5.

(NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) As used in this section and sections 6 and 7 of this act:

(1) "Fire protection" means the prevention and suppression of fires, the investigation of the origin and
cause of fires, the response to hazardous materials incidents and technical rescues;

(b) There is established within the Division of Fire Services Administration within the Department of
Emergency Services and Public Protection,Protection a program to be known as "Connecticut Fire".

The purpose of the Connecticut Fire program shall be to establish a framework for the state to provide
administrative and operational assistance tomunicipalitiesorfireauthoritiesthatchoosetoreceivesuch
assistance.Public Act No.
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5460 assistance.

(c)The(c) DeputyThe State Fire Administrator shalloverseetheConnecticutshall oversee the Connecticut
Fire program.

NotUpon laterapproval thanof Julythe 1,framework 2028,for the DeputyConnecticut State Fire
Administratorprogram shall,by withinthe availableCommission appropriations,on implementFire
thePrevention recommendationsand Control pursuant to section 6 of this act, the workingState groupFire
establishedAdministrator pursuantmay toinclude sectionin LCOa 8budget ofrequest 19for Substitutethe
Billsubsequent No.fiscal year the cost of implementing such framework.

5460Uponthe 7inclusion of thisappropriations act.for said program in an approved state budget, the State
Fire Administrator shall, within available appropriations, implement such framework.

6.5.

(NEW) (Effective from passage) The(a) Upon implementation of the Connecticut Fire program by the State
Fire Administrator pursuant to the provisions of section 4 of this act, the Secretary of the Office of
Policy and Management shall administer a Connecticut Fire grant program.

Pursuant to said grant program, the secretary shall provide grants-in-aidgrants-in- aid to
municipalities that participate in the Connecticut Fire program established under section 5 of this act,
to incentivize thetheregionalizationoffire regionalizationprotectionservicesandthesharing of fire
protection services and the sharing of fire protection resources among municipalities.

(b) Not later than Julythe 1,start 2028,of andthe annuallysubsequent thereafter,fiscal year after
awarding the first grant under the Connecticut Fire grant program, the secretary shall submit a report
on the grant program to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of
mattersPublic relatingAct toNo. public safety and security in accordance with the provisions of section
11-4a of the general statutes.
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5460 matters relating to public safety and security in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a
of the general statutes.

7.6.

(Effective from passage) (a) ThereThe isComptroller establishedshall establish a working group to
develop the administrative, operational, fiscal and personnel framework for the Connecticut Fire
program.program, established pursuant to section 4 of this act.

(b) The working group shall consistinclude, ofbut theneed followingnot members:be limited to:

(1) The chairpersonsComptroller, ofor the jointComptroller's standingdesignee; committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to public safety and security, or their designees;

(2) The StateSecretary Comptroller,of the Office of Policy and Management, or the
comptroller'ssecretary's designee;



LCO(3) 9The Commissioner of 19Emergency SubstituteServices Billand No.Public Protection, or the
commissioner's designee;

5460(4) (3) The SecretaryState ofFire theAdministrator, Office of Policy and Management, or the
secretary'sadministrator's designee;

(4)(5) The Commissionerchairperson and vice-chairperson of Emergencythe ServicesCommission andon
PublicFire Protection,Prevention orand theControl, commissioner'sor designee;their designees;

(5)(6) TheThree Statemembers of the Joint Council of Connecticut Fire Administrator,Service
orOrganizations, who shall be appointed by the administrator'sjoint designee;council;

(6)(7) The chairpersonexecutive anddirector vice-chairperson of the CommissionConnecticut onConference
Fireof PreventionMunicipalities andif Control,such executive director agrees to participate in the
working group, or the chairpersons'executive designees;director's designee;

(7)and Three(8) membersThe executive director of the Joint Council of ConnecticutSmall FireTowns
Serviceif Organizations,such whoexecutive shalldirector beagrees appointedto byparticipate in the
jointworking council;group, or the Public Act No.

(8)26-144 A9 representative from the Office of Fiscal19 Analysis,Substitute whoHouse shallBill beNo.
appointed by the chairpersons of the joint standing committee of the
GeneralAssemblyhavingcognizanceofmattersrelatingtopublicsafety and security;

(9)5460 The executive director of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, or the director's
designee;designee.

and(c) (10) The executiveComptroller directorshall: of the Council of Small Towns, or the director's
designee.

(c) The chairpersons of the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of
matters relating to public safety and security shall:

(d)(d)Not Thelater workingthanSeptember group1,2027,theComptroller shallshallsubmit bethe anrecommended
independentframework bodyfor withinthe Connecticut Fire program developed by the Legislativeworking
Departmentgroup forto administrativethe purposesCommission only.on Fire Prevention and Control.

The administrativeComptroller staffmay ofterminate the jointworking standinggroup committeeon of the
Generaldate Assemblythat havingthe cognizancecommission ofapproves matterssuch relatingframework pursuant
to publicsubsection safety(e) andof securitythis shallsection serveor asJanuary administrative1,
staff2028, ofwhichever theis council.later.

LCO(e) 10Not oflater 19than SubstituteJanuary Bill1, No.2028, the Commission on Fire Prevention and
Control shall (1) review the working group's recommended framework for the Connecticut Fire program, (2)
approve such framework, with or without modifications, and (3) submit the approved framework to the State
Fire Administrator.

5460 (e) Not later than September 1, 2027, the working group shall submit
areportonitsfindingsandrecommendationstotheCommissiononFire Prevention and Control.

Not later than January 1, 2028, the commission shall (1) review the report and recommendations, (2)
approve the report and recommendations, with or without modifications, and (3) submit the approved report
and recommendations to the Deputy State Fire Administrator.

The working group shall terminate on the date that it submits suchapprovedreport andrecommendationsor
January 1, 2028, whichever is later.

7.

(NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The State Fire Administrator shall coordinate with the Division of
Emergency Management and Homeland Security within the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection to establish fire service regions within the state that
matchtheemergencypreparednessregionsestablishedbysaiddivision.

The State Fire Administrator shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the Commission on Fire Prevention
and Control, a regional fire coordinator for each such region.

In any region where a recognized regional fire chiefs' organization exists, such organization may submit
to the State Fire Administrator recommendations for candidates for regional fire coordinator for such
region.

(b) Each regional fire coordinator shall serve in a voluntary, nonsalaried capacity as a liaison between
the Division of Fire Services Public Act No.
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5460 Administration within the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection and the local fire
departments within the region served by such regional fire coordinator for the purposes of facilitating
the Connecticut Fire program established pursuant to section 4 of this act and coordinating fire
protection resources through such region.

For the purposes of this subsection, "fire protection" has the same meaning as provided in section 1 of
this act.

(c) The State Fire Administrator may submit a plan to the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public



Protection to transition the position of regional fire coordinator to a salaried employee position.

Upon approval of such plan, the commissioner may include such position in the estimates of expenditure
requirements in accordance with the provisions of section 4-77 of the general statutes.

Sec.

(NEW) (Effective fromJuly passage)1, (a)2026) ThereThe isDepartment establishedof Emergency Services and
Public Protection, in coordination with the positionoffice of athe regionalComptroller, fireshall,
coordinatorwithin the availability of appropriations approved for eachsuch regionpurpose, withinestablish
and maintain a system for collecting computer-aided dispatch data pursuant to the state.provisions of
subsection (f) of section 28-25b of the general statutes, as amended by this act.

EachregionalfireThe coordinatordepartment shallserveshall astheprimaryaggregate liaisonbetweensuch
thedata Division of Fire Services Administration within the Department of Emergency Services and
Publicmonitor Protectioninformation andregarding theemergency localservices firerequests
departmentsmanaged within the region served by the regional fire coordinator,departments for the
purposes of facilitating the Connecticut Fire program established pursuant to section 5 of this act and
coordinatingemergency firemedical protectionservices resourcesproviders. throughout such region.

For purposes of this section, "fire protection" has the same meaning as provided in section 1 of this
act.

(b) The State Fire Administrator shall coordinate with the Division of Emergency Management and Homeland
Security within the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection to establish regions to be
served by the regional fire coordinators that match the regions established by said division.

The State Fire Administrator shall appoint a regional fire coordinator for each region in the state, and
each such appointment shall be subject to confirmation by the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control.

In any region where a recognized regional fire chiefs' organization exists, such organization may
recommend candidates for the regional fire coordinator position for such region to the State Fire
Administrator.

(NEW)Subsection (Effective(f) from passage) The Department of Emergencysection Services28-25b and Public
Protection, in coordination with the Office of the Stategeneral Comptroller,statutes shallis
establishrepealed and maintainthe afollowing systemis forsubstituted collectingin LCOlieu 11thereof
of(Effective 19July Substitute1, Bill2026): No.

5460(f) computer-aided[On dispatchand dataafter fromJanuary municipalities1, throughout2001, each] Each
public safety answering point and regional emergency telecommunications center shall submit to the
statedivision, on a quarterly basis, a report of all 9-1-1 calls for services received through the
purposeenhanced of9-1-1 aggregatingservice and monitoringthe informationnext regardinggeneration
emergency9- services1-1 requeststelecommunication managedsystem by firethe departmentspublic andsafety
emergencyanswering medicalpoint servicesor providers.Public Act No.
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5460 regional emergency telecommunications center.

Such report shall include, but not belimitedto,thefollowing information:(1)The number of 9-1-1 calls
during the reporting quarter;

[and] (2) for each such call, the elapsed time period from the time the call was received to the time the
call was answered, and the elapsed time period from the time the call was answered to the time the call
was transferred or terminated, expressed in time ranges or fractile response times;

and (3) any other information requested by the division for inclusion in the system established and
maintained by the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection pursuant to the provisions of
section 8 of this act.

The information required under this subsection shall be produced using data generated fromacomputer-
aideddispatchsystemifapublicsafety answering point or regional emergency telecommunications center
utilizes such system, and may be submitted in any written or electronic form selected by such public
safety answering point or regional emergency telecommunications center and approved by the Commissioner
of Emergency Services and Public Protection, provided the commissioner shall take into consideration the
needs of such public safety answering point or regional emergency telecommunications center in approving
such written or electronic form.

On a quarterly basis, the division shall make such information available to the public and [shall post
such information on its Internet web site] input such information in the system established pursuant to
section 8 of this act.

(NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) NotThe lateroffice thanof Julythe 1,Comptroller, 2027,in
theOfficecoordination oftheStatewith Comptroller,incoordinationwiththeDepartmentthe Department of
Emergency Services and Public Protection, shall establishstudy andthe maintainfeasibility aof
Firstcentralizing Responderwithin Healthone andstate Benefitsagency Unitaccess ofto all public benefits
available to firefighters, including, but not limited to, claims related to the Divisionfirefighters
cancer relief account established pursuant to section 7-313h of Healthcarethe Policygeneral andstatutes,
Benefitclaims Servicesrelated withinto the OfficeFallen Hero Fund established pursuant to section 3-122a



of the Stategeneral Comptroller.statutes, injury claims, workers' compensation claims and disability
claims.

TheSuch unitaccess shallPublic coordinateAct andNo. disseminate information regarding all public
benefits available to firefighters, including, but not limited to, claims related to the firefighters
cancer relief account established pursuant to section 7-313h of the general statutes, as amended by this
act, claims related to the fallen hero fund established pursuanttosection3-
122aofthegeneralstatutes,injuryclaims,workers' compensation claims and disability claims.

(b)26-144 (1)12 Theof unit19 shallSubstitute consultHouse withBill theNo. Connecticut State Firefighters
Association regarding all matters related to the purposes of the unit.

(2)5460 Theto unitbenefits shallthrough maintainone communicationsstate withagency allshall
regionalinclude, firebut coordinatorsneed appointednot pursuantbe tolimited sectionto, 8such ofstate
thisagency actmaking toeligibility promotedeterminations, thereceiving efficientapplications processing
of firefighter benefits and claimsdisseminating andinformation effectivefor communication regarding such
benefitsbenefits. and claims.

(b) Not later than July 1 2027, the Comptroller shall submit, in accordance with the provisions of
section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to public safety and security a report on the results of the study
conducted pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

Subsection (a)(b) of section 7-313h7-323o of the 2026 supplement to the general statutes is repealed and
the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective Octoberfrom 1,passage): 2026):

(a)(b) ThereThe isDivision establishedof anFire accountServices toAdministration beshall: known as the
"firefighters cancer relief account", which shall be a separate, nonlapsing account.

The(1) accountAdminister shallfederal containfunds anyand moneysgrants requiredallocated by law to bethe
depositedfire inservices of the account.state;

Moneys(2) inProvide thetechnical accountassistance shalland beguidance expended by (1) the cancer relief
subcommittee of the Connecticut State Firefighters Association, established pursuant to sectionfire 7-
313i,fighting asforces amended by this act, for the purposes of providingany wagestate replacementor
benefitsmunicipal toagency; LCO 12 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

5460(3) firefightersDevelop who are diagnosed with a conditioncentralized ofinformation cancer described
in section 7-313j, and (2)audiovisual bylibrary theregarding Statefire [Treasurer]prevention Comptroller
for purposes of providing reimbursement to municipal employers and statecontrol; employers that provide
compensation and benefits to firefighters diagnosed with a condition of cancer in accordance with
section 7-313p.

(4) Accumulate, disseminate and analyze fire prevention data;

(5)Recommendspecificationsoffireservicematerialsandequipment and assist in the purchasing thereof;

(6) Assist in mutual aid coordination;

(7) Coordinate fire programs with those of the other states;

(8) Assist in communications coordination;

Public Act No.

26-144 13 of 19 Substitute House Bill No.

5460 (9) Establish and maintain a fire service information program;

(10)Reviewandapprove thepurchase offireapparatusorequipment at state institutions, facilities and
properties;

(11) Recommend and providereports on revisions to statutes relating to firefighter training and fire
prevention and control;

(12) Advise and assist the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control regarding legislative proposals;

(13) Encourage the expansion and improvement of existing regional firefighter training facilities in
cooperationwith the Commission onFire Prevention and Control;

(14) Administer the state fire school and regional fire schools;

(15) Administer certification examinations, testing procedures and reciprocity recognition for
credentials in the fire service disciplines;

(16) Manage the Statewide Fire Service Disaster Response Plan, with the advice of the Commission on Fire
Prevention and Control;

[and] (17) Make recommendations to the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control and the Commissioner of
Emergency Services and Public Protection pertaining to the operational funding of the state fire school
and regional fire schools;

and (18) Not later than July 1, 2027, establish, and annually thereafter update as needed, a registry
identifying the fire chief for each municipality and fire district in the state.

Subsection(NEW) (h)(Effective offrom sectionpassage) 7-313iNot later than July 1, 2027, the office of
the generalComptroller, statutesin iscoordination repealedwith andthefollowingthe issubstitutedDepartment



inlieuthereof(EffectiveOctoberof 1,Emergency 2026):Services and Public Protection, shall establish and
maintain a registry of all career and volunteer firefighters in the state, for the Public Act No.

(h)26-144 The14 Stateof [Treasurer]19 ComptrollerSubstitute shallHouse remitBill wageNo. replacement
benefits that are approved by the subcommittee from the firefighters
cancerreliefaccountestablishedpursuanttosection7-313h,asamended by this act, not later than thirty days
after such benefits have been approved.

5460 purpose of verifying such firefighters' training, credentials and benefit eligibility.

Section 7-313k of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective October 1, 2026):

Not later than January 1, 2018, and annually thereafter, the State [Treasurer] Comptroller, in
consultation with the Connecticut State Firefighters Association, shall submit a report, in accordance
with the provisions of section 11-4a, to the joint standing committee of the
GeneralAssemblyhavingcognizanceofmattersrelatingtopublicsafety on the status of the firefighters cancer
relief account established pursuant to section 7-313h, as amended by this act, and the firefighters
cancer reliefprogramestablished pursuant to section7-313j.

Such report shall include (1) the balance of the account, (2) the projected and actual participation in
the program, and (3) the demographic information of each firefighter who receives benefits pursuant to
such program, including gender, age, town of residence and income level.

Sec.

14.

Section 3-123 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective October 1, 2026):

(a) Whenever a person, under the provisions of the constitution and bylaws of the Connecticut State
Firefighters Association, is entitled to LCO 13 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

5460 relief from said association, as a firefighter injured in the line of duty, or rendered sick by
disease contracted while in the line of duty, or as the widow or child of a firefighter killed in the
line of duty, the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection shall, upon thedeliveryto
saidcommissioner ofproperproofsfromsaidassociation of the right of such person to relief as aforesaid,
process payment for such person or persons entitled to such relief, or their legal representative, for
the amount to which such person or persons are entitled as relief as aforesaid, provided such orders
shall be limited to available appropriations.

(b) Whenever a firefighter, under the provisions of the constitution and bylaws of the Connecticut State
Firefighters Association, is entitled to wage replacement benefits from said association pursuant to the
firefighters cancer relief program established pursuant to section 7-313j, the State [Treasurer]
Comptroller shall, upon the delivery to the State [Treasurer] Comptroller of proper proof from said
association of the right of such firefighter to wage replacement benefits as aforesaid, process payment
for such firefighter entitled to such wage replacement benefits, or his or her legal representative, for
the amount to which such firefighter is entitled as wage replacement benefits as aforesaid,
providedsuchordersshallbelimitedto available fundscontainedinthe firefighters cancer relief account
established pursuant to section 7-313h, as amended by this act.

Sec.

15.

(NEW) (Effective from passage) Not later than July 1, 2027, the Division of Fire Services Administration
within the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection shall establish and maintain a
registry identifying the fire chief for each municipality and fire district in the state.

Sec.

16.

(NEW) (Effective from passage) Not later than July 1, 2027, the Office of the State Comptroller, in
coordination with the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, shall establish and
maintain a registry of all career and volunteer firefighters in the state, for the purpose ofverifying
suchfirefighters' training,credentialsandprogram LCO 14 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

5460 eligibility.

Sec.

17.

(c)A [flashing]bluelight orlights,including flashing bluelights, may be used on a motor vehicle operated
by an active member of a volunteer fire department or company or an active member of an organized civil
preparedness auxiliary fire company who has been issued a permit by the chief executive officer of such
department or company to use such a [flashing] blue light or lights while on the way to or at the scene
of a fire orPublic otherAct emergencyNo. requiring such member's services.
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The LCOchief 15executive officer of 19each Substitutevolunteer Billfire No.department or company or
organized civil preparedness auxiliary fire company shall keep on file, on forms provided by the
commissioner, the names and addresses of members who have been authorized to use a [flashing] blue light
or lightsasprovidedin thissubsection.Suchlisting shallalso designate the registration number of the
motor vehicle on which an authorized [a flashing] blue light or lights are to be used.

5460 chief executive officer of each volunteer fire department or company or organized civil
preparedness auxiliary fire company shall keep on file, on forms provided by the commissioner, the names
and addresses of members who have been authorized to use a [flashing] blue light or
lightsasprovidedinthissubsection.Suchlisting shallalso designate the registration number of the motor
vehicle on which an authorized [a flashing] blue light or lights are to be used.

(e) The commissioner may issue a permit for a [flashing] red light or lights, including flashing red
lights, which may be used on a motor vehicle or equipment (1) used by paid fire chiefs and their
deputies and assistants, up to a total of five individuals per department, (2) used by volunteer fire
chiefs and their deputies and assistants, up to a total of five individuals per department, (3) used by
members of the fire police on a stationary vehicle as a warning signal during traffic directing
operationsatPublic thesceneofafireAct or emergency,(4)usedby chiefexecutive officers of emergency
medical service organizations, as defined in section 19a-175, the first or second deputies, or if there
are no deputies, the first or second assistants, of such an organization that is a municipal or
volunteer or licensed organization, (5) used by local fire marshals, (6) used by directors of emergency
management, or (7) used by a constable, LCO 16 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

546026-144 appointed16 pursuantof to19 anSubstitute ordinanceHouse authorizedBill byNo. section 9-185 or
elected pursuant to section 9-200, on a stationary vehicle as a warning signal during traffic directing
operations.

5460 operationsat thesceneofafire or emergency,(4)usedby chiefexecutive officers of emergency medical
service organizations, as defined in section 19a-175, the first or second deputies, or if there are no
deputies, the first or second assistants, of such an organization that is a municipal or volunteer or
licensed organization, (5) used by local fire marshals, (6) used by directors of emergency management,
including, but not limited to, the deputy commissioner of the Division of Emergency Management and
Homeland Security within the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection and the regional
coordinators for said division, or (7) used by a constable, appointed pursuant to an ordinance
authorized by section 9-185 or elected pursuant to section 9-200, on a stationary vehicle as a warning
signal during traffic directing operations.

(g) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may issue a permit for a whitePublic lightAct orNo. lights,
including a flashing white light or lights, which
maybeusedonamotorvehicleorequipmentasspecifiedinsubdivision (1), (2), (4), (5) or (6) of subsection (e)
of this section.
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5460 white light or lights, including a flashing white light or lights, which
maybeusedonamotorvehicleorequipmentas specifiedinsubdivision (1), (2), (4), (5) or (6) of subsection (e)
of this section.

Such authorization may be revoked for use of such head LCOlamps 17in violation of 19this
Substitutesubdivision. Bill No.

5460 lamps in violation of this subdivision.

[(k)Public NoAct person,No. other than a police officer or inspector of the Department of Motor Vehicles
operating a state or local police vehicle, shall operate a motor vehicle displaying a steady blue or
steady red illuminated light or both steady blue and steady red illuminated lights that are visible
externally from the front of the vehicle.] [(l)] (k) Use of colored and flashing lights except as
authorized by this section shall be an infraction.

This26-144 act18 shallof take19 effectSubstitute asHouse followsBill andNo. shall amend the following
sections:

Section5460 1[(k) OctoberNo 1,person, 2026other Newthan a police officer or inspector of the Department
of Motor Vehicles operating a state or local police vehicle, shall operate a motor vehicle displaying a
steady blue or steady red illuminated light or both steady blue and steady red illuminated lights that
are visible externally from the front of the vehicle.] [(l)] (k) Use of colored and flashing lights
except as authorized by this section Sec.shall be an infraction.

2Governor's OctoberAction: 1, 2026 7-323l Sec.

3Approved OctoberJune 1,4, 2026 NewPublic sectionAct LCO 18 of 19 Substitute Bill No.

546026-144 Sec.19 of 19

4 October 1, 2026 7-323o Sec.

5 from passage New section Sec.

6 from passage New section Sec.

7 from passage New section from passage Sec.



8 New section Sec.

9 from passage New section Sec.

10 from passage New section Sec.

11 October 1, 2026 7-313h(a) Sec.

12 October 1, 2026 7-313i(h) Sec.

13 October 1, 2026 7-313k Sec.

14 October 1, 2026 3-123 from passage Sec.

15 New section Sec.

16 from passage New section Sec.

17 October 1, 2026 14-96q PS Joint Favorable Subst.
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