HB 112 -- Redline

Introduced to Ought to Pass -- requiring students in the university and community college systems of New Hampshire to
pass the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services civics naturalization test, take a course that covers
fundamental American documents as part of the general education curriculum, or pass a civics course competency test.

Deletions striek - Insertions underlined

HB 112 FN - AS J—NIRGQECEDANENDED SESSI—O\IBY 25—0-0-4-8THE 06L02-HOUSE BH-L7Jan2026. . . —112—EN-AN-ACE

3095h SESSI ON 25-0048 05/02 HOUSE BILL 112-FN AN ACT requiring students in the university and community
college systenms of New Hanpshire to pass the United States Citizenship and Inmmgration Services civics
naturalization test, take a course that covers fundanental Anerican docunents as part of the general
education curriculum or pass a civics course conpetency test.

bill requires uhiersitystudents systenin the university and community col |l ege s-y-s-t-eusystens students—of

asNew aHanpshire regqui+erBat—i-or—gaduati-ea—t 0 pass t he 2020—versi-ehr—ef—t-he-United States Citizenship
and | mmgration Services civics naturalization_test, take a course that covers fundanmental Anmerican

docunents as part of the general education curriculum or pass a civics course conpetency test.

HB 112-FN - AS -NFRODUCEDAMVENDED 25--0048BY 08402THE SFAFEHOUSE OR7Jan2026. . . —NEWHAMRSHI-RE—-A—t-he—Year
St oA . o o - - . o . .

3095h 25-0048 05/ 02 STATE OF NEW HAMPSHI RE I n the Year of Qur Lord Two Thousand Twenty Five AN ACT
requiring students in the university and community college systens of New Hanpshire to pass the United
States Citizenship and Inmigration Services civics naturalization test, take a course that covers
fundanental Anerican docunents as part of the general education curriculum or pass a civics course
conpet ency test.

Every undergraduate student admitted or transferring to an institution in the university system of New

Hanpshire on or after July 1, 2027, shall, as a requirenent for graduation, and in addition to any other
baccal aur eat e_degree graduation requirenents:

(a) Show proof of having passed the 128-question 2020 version of the United States G tizenship and
Inmigration Services naturalization test with a score of 70 or better, or shall be required take and
pass such test with a score of 70 or greater;

or _(b) Successfully conplete a civics course that covers fundanental Anerican docunents as part of the
general education curriculum or pass said civics course conpetency test.

[N

Exchange studentsstudents, ard-foreign Ratioenralsnationals, mlitary personnel on full-tinme active duty

or_part-tinme service, or_a veteran pursuant to RSA 110-D:3, |l _or XX shall be exenpt fromthis section.

Commuhi-typEvery student adnmitted or transferring to an institution in the conmunity college system of New
Hampshi re iastitutionson shalklor establishafter procedursesluly tel, adm-hister—2027, certify—shall
ahdas ~ecorda Fesultsrequirenent effor thi-sgraduation assessheatand e+ n studentsaddition rheedi-hg-to
sati-sfyany thi-sot her regui-~erenrt—degree graduation requirenents:

Bxchange(a) studentsShow proof of having passed the 128-question 2020 version of the United States
Citizenship and #e+eigrl nmigrati on Rat+oralsServices naturalization test with a score of 70 or better,
or_shall be exesptrequired f+entake thisand seetionr—pass such test with a score of 70 or greater;

or (b) Successfully conplete a civics course that covers fundanental Anmerican docunents as part of the
general education curriculum or pass said civics course conpetency test.

.

Community college system of New Hanpshire institutions shall establish procedures to administer,
certify, and record results of this assessnent for students needing to satisfy this HB 112-FN - AS




AMENDED BY THE HOUSE - Page 2 - requirenent.

Exchange students, foreign nationals, military personnel on full-tine active duty or part-tine service,
or_a veteran pursuant to RSA 110-D:3, Il or XX shall be exenpt fromthis section.

This act shall take effect on JanuaryrJuly 1, 2026-2027.

LBA 25-0048 Rewi-sedl/ 26/ 26 2/20/25-HB 112-FN- FI SCAL NOTE AS NFRODUCEDAVENDED BY THE HOUSE (AVENDIVENT
#2025-3095h) AN ACT requiring students in the university and community col |l ege systens of New Hanpshire
to pass the United States Citizenship and | mmigration Services civics naturalization_test, take a course
that covers fundanmental Anerican docunents as part of the general education curriculum or pass a civics
course_conpetency test.

Fhi-sEstimated State | npact FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0 Revenue Fund(s) None USNH
- _Indetermi nable Increase Expenditures* $0 ($100K - $500K Per Year) CCSNH - |ndeterninable |ncrease
Fundi ng_Source(s) USNH and CCSNH Operating Expenses Appropriations* $0 $0 $0 $0 Fundi ng Source(s) None
*Expenditure = Cost of bill dees*Appropriation set= provi-deAut horized fundi-hrg—funding to cover cost of

bi | | METHODOLOGY:

Esti-patedThi s Statebil| lrpactadds F¥a 2025graduation F¥requirenent =2026for FE¥students 2024 n E¥the
2028Uni versity RevenueSystem $0of $O0New $8Hanpshire $0(USNH) Rewvenusand Furdis)ythe NeneCommunity

USNHCol | ege ~Syst em Approxi-ratelyof $100-000New ~Hanpshire $5080-000( CCSNH) . Arnuallybegi nni ng
ExpenditurestJuly $01, CCSNH2027, ~requiring Approxiratelydenonstration $100-0000f ~basic $500-000civics
Annpuallyknow edge Fetakeither ~through Approxitatelypassage $2000000f -a $1-000-000f ederal
An-nua-l—l—ym vics Fem-d-l-n-g.nat ural i zatl on Sgu-pe-e(-s-)-t est USNHor a-n-d Q’gl et on CCSNE-Operati-Rg—Funds

s 0—$0 G 0 be 0 of bidla EAppropr-ati-eaci Vi cs
=cour se Au-t-heu-z-edon f—und-o—anoundatl onal t-eAn'erl can ee-\.her-docun'ents, costwi th efspecified bi-texenptions.
MEFHODOLOGY--

Fhi-sBot h bi-USNH ~egH ! < and Commn-i-t-yCCSNH
Collegehave Systeaprovi ded Q-f-l nfor mat i on Newel at ed Ha-msh-l—r—e—(—CCSNH)—to passt his thebill's

Unitedpotenti al Statesfiscal GC-4zershipinpact: -and—Lmn-g-Lau-on—Sem-ees—a-w-es—cm-uLah-z-au-on—Lest

Uni versity System of New Hanpshire (USNH) The University System of New Hanpshire states(USNH) thathas
e-om-l-a-n-c-egr ovi ded wi-tht he he t-h-l-sfol | owi ng b-l—l—l-aSSUl’l"Dtl ons sr eI ated e*pes-t-ed—to Hhereaset his USNEbi I

2? G-venAbsent passage of the petentialnaturalization advwersetest reputationralwith factera score of
wi-t-hhol-di-rg70 degreepercent conrferakor forbetter otherw-seor guakii-edsuccessful

baccalaureateconpl et i on graduatesof anrda thegeneral poetentialeducati on adwerseci vics Rpact-course
encovering graddati-enf undanent al ~at-es—Aneri can USNHdocument s rst-tui-—onsor wowl-dpassage takeof asaid
proactiveci Vi cs approachcour se wi-thconpet ency studentstest, tobaccal aureat e erswedegree thatconferral
thet 0 Ratalizati-enst udent s testwho Fegui+erehrt-have wouwldsati sfied retal | deterot her suecessiul-acadenic
requirenents for degree corpletion~conpletion and who have paid all related tuition, fee, and other
attendance costs woul d be prohibited.

Fhi-s? wouldG ven iheludet he suchpotenti al efdfertsadverse asreputational sBri-t-er-hgfactor testi-hgof
Fecordswi t hhol di ng euwt+~eachdeagree toeconferral enrolledfor NHot herwi se publicqualified hi-ghbaccal aureate
schoeoel—graduat es wheand di-d—hoet—provi-de—proof—of—havi-hg—sati-sii-ed-t he regui+enrsnt-potenti al atadverse
thei npact secondaryon kewelgraduati on euwtreachrates, toUSNH mBreinstitutions thar—2100-students

annda-y—who—woul d be—r-eq-w—r—ed—t—e—t ake t-h-ean t-es-t-aggresm ve (-e*pes-t-edgroactlve Qgroach to
i-Atensifyensure arouhdt hat grad S oY1 g
acadeni-ct est  year)—-r equi r enent a-ndv\ould r-emd-a—a-t—l—ennot g-m-da-n-e-edeter f-er-successful s-t-ud-en-t-sd_eg@
whoconpl eti on. —fail—to—pass—t-he—testi—
Assumi-Rg? ak-USNH testi-Rg-student s ~ecord-keepi-hgr-who ardprovi de iRitialitrouti-reproof student-of
cormhi-cat-ehshavi ng weuwldpassed eeew-t he electt+oni-cally-naturalization akdtest assur-hgwi th studentsa
couldscore re-takeof the70 testpercent wi-thoutor H-mitationrbetter onto theirsatisfy owira
ad-m-m-s-t-r—a-t—l—ue&—l oversi-ght-publ i ¢ anrdsecondary Rdiv-dualizedschool student-or eui+eachNH cou-dcomunity
becol | ege perforredrequirenent bywoul d thebe equivalentdeened ofto erehave ()net additionrakthe Fulie
Hperequi renment staff or syst-emm-deUSNH (estinmatedbaccal aur eat e $130-000degree anrnuakconferral .
salapylbenefite) -
2? CestsApproxi mately wewdhal f beof ihew+edthe f6+4, 200 testi-hRgUSNH platfernrbaccal aureate
p:-ec-u-r-en:sn-t—.—graduat €S ihitialannual | y i-ktegrati-onare w-thout - of - st at e USNHst udent s enterpr-senwho
platforrs-woul d ardbe ergei-hgrequired H-censuwot 0 anrdsati sfy mai-ht-eranree~the naturalization test or
civics course/test requirenent.

Procurersnt-Enrol | ed costsNH mi-ghtresi dents bewho miti-gatedare bynon-public thesecondary adeptienschool
of-gr aduat es thewoul d platiorral S0 asbe coniiguedrequired byto pass one of the NHt ests Depart-rBrat-prior
oft 0 Educati-on~degree conferral .

2There G-venwoul d thebe erticaklno valuelinitati on efon graduationt he ~atesnunber irof aattenpts
H-ercelyor conpetitivet he postsecondaryti N eRvH+oRABAI-I I ane particularlyi N aRsrgwhi ch Newa
Englandprospective states-USNH therebaccal aur eat e isgr aduat e petentiakcoul d Fort ake addi-tionrakeither




+a? thisNaturalization scerar-o-test itadnmnistration swould eaneel-v-abLe—t-h-a-t—t-he—Les-t-l-ng—r-eq-w-me-
e-ou-l-d—be J-n-c-o&po&a-t—edconduct ed ihtoel ectronically.

mag-eaan-t—l icensing, tei nterfaC| ng erstew th h c-oml—l—a-nc-e-.—each hem-v-ex-l nstitution's articipates| earning
thenmanagenent H-sealand iapactstudent toi nformation besystens, between—$100-000—and $580-8800ngoi ng

aRAua-y~t echni cal _support.

CostsAl | wouldtesting, berecord-keeping, hreH+ed—i-A—t-he—procuerBat——i-Ri-egrati-oh—and rRai-Rit-eranrcest udent

ef-comuni cati ons a-n—enl-l-n-e—t—es-t—l—ng—f—er—m-t—.—and CCSNHr enedi ati on ea(-pes-t-sgw dance J-t—woul d seeoccur
a-ns-r-easedelectromcallv 3 agte WG s o—b

Based? oRUSNH ihiormatiori nstitutions pr-o-v-l-ded.none L@—CGSNH—LL@m—t—he—NeW—HaJms-hJ—Le—D&paH—m&—of
Educatioawhi ch (Departrent)—currently therequire DepartAeht—s—current—vendorforthetest—estinnted-a
6084-Ci Vi CS efcourse apprex-rat-ely-covering $-1-O-O-,-O-O-Ofundarrent al (-be-y-ondAnerl can thedocunents, eestscould
assureddevel op/require ihRsuch 5 5500 . slop—a featwecourse toin
docureatl i eu s-t-uden-t—e-om-l—e:—u—on—of the nat ur aI ization test uh-l-l-e requi renent hor hi-ghas secheslsan

addi tional option.

afterVWer eas theacadeni ¢ H-st-program year-developrent-—devel opnent t+heseoccurs eestsaut ononbusly wew-dby
beeach rolledinstitution irte(institutional theautonony cont+act—established in RSA 187- A:16, this
could conceivably involve three curricul ar_devel opment processes.

Utimat-ely-Devel opi ng thi-sa bidd—ssi ngl e presci-secourse -Apasctto enbe offered collectively could nmitigate
curricular devel opnent effort but would likely require additional effort to achieve approval of each
systeninstitution's sfaculty ihdetermi-hable~senate.

Fhi-sCour se bitldelivery deesnpndal ity raet(online previ-deor fuhdi-hrg—on site) that could potentially
nmtigate sone delivery expense is also at the discretion of each institution.

? Ceneral education requirenents are deternined autononpusly by each institution.

The fornul ation of general education credits toward degree conpletion involves an extensive, re-
iterative conm ttee review process involving faculty and staff.

Addi ng a new mandatory course within a conplex balance of general education course options (that differ
by institution) would alter the curricular conposition and necessitate a full general education review
process at each institution.

The confiquration and approval flow of a general education programgenerally takes one to two years, as
faculty/staff also performtheir reqular duties.

It is possible that the process could be expedited with additional resources to support this option for
tinely conpliance.

? For _either test option, staff oversight would be needed to proactively facilitate and ensure statutory
conpliance prior to degree conferral and to provide renediation guidance to students who do not achieve
the graduation requirenent.

USNH states that inplenenting this bill is expected to increase USNH operating expense in an

i ndet er ni nabl e _anount, ranging from $100, 000 to $500, 000 annual | v.

The decision to adopt the naturalization test or the civics course/test requirenent, or to offer both,
woul d be deternmined on an institutional basis.

The extent to which test/course administration, record-keeping, and outreach and renedi ation processes
occurred electronically and the extent to which the devel opnent and delivery of a required course
covering fundanental Anerican docunents occurred independently or collectively across the three USNH
institutions would deternine the additional resources necessary for statutory conpliance.

Addi tional expenses would be incurred for technical support.

The graduation requirenent would take effect in FY 2028 with preparatory work beginning in FY 2027 (or
sooner, upon bill passage).

USNH antici pates that the expense increase would necessitate increases in USNH tuition and/or nandatory
fee rates and/or a reduction in student financial aid frominstitutional resources.

Communi ty College System of New Hanpshire (CCSNH) The Community College System of New Hanpshire ((CCSNH)
has provided the follow ng assunptions related to this bill:

2 The inclusion of the word "degree" in RSA 188-F:6-b, |, neans this statute would apply only to
students in acadenic (credit-bearing) degree prograns, although clarification may be needed.

? Students graduating froma NH high school from 2026 onwards are required under RSA 189:11, I1(b) to
have passed the test with the sane percentage of correct answers as this bill requires.




0 Conpletion of the test in high school fulfills this requirenent.

0 Conpliance with this bill requires students to "show proof" of having passed the test but also
requires CCSNH to admi nister, certify and record results of the assessnent for students needing to
fulfill the requirenent.

CCSNH assunes that it would be allowed to record all graduates froma New Hanpshire "public, chartered
public, non-public school, or a privately incorporated school that serves as a public school in the
state" (from above statutory reference) who graduated after 2026 as having satisfied the requirenent
wi thout needing a different formof proof from every individual student.

? 1f not, CCSNH would need to devel op another nechani smfor students to show prior conpletion, which
would result in higher costs and/or workload, or require the students to take the test while enrolled
with CCSNH.

It is CCSNH s understanding that conpletion of the test does not appear on a student's transcript

? CCSNH woul d need to identify and record the students who are exenpt fromthe regquirenment (exchange
students, foreign nationals, mlitary personnel on full-tine active duty or part-tine service, or a
veteran pursuant to RSA 110-D:3, 11 or XX)

This is likely to be a manual process

Sone _veterans self-identify and are assigned a code identifying their veteran status and sone do not.
The other exenpted groups would have to provide evidence of their exenpt status so they could be coded
by CCSNH as exenpt.

? Students could also neet the requirenent by successfully conpleting a civics course that covers
fundanental Anerican docunents as part of a general education curriculum

Students woul d need to show they have net the requirenent in this nmanner _and be coded by CCSNH as
exenpt .

? CCSNH has built the test in its |learning managenent system (Canvas) and would need to update it
annual | y.

? CCSNH woul d run periodic reports throughout each senester and communi cate with students who have not
net _the requirenent, as graduati on approaches

? CCSNH woul d need to address any issues related to withholding degrees fromnon- conpleters who have
otherwise fulfilled their programrequirenents

? CCSNH needs to explore whether there are any accreditation issues resulting fromthe inclusion of this
test as a graduation requirenent.

For purposes of this fiscal inpact estimation, it is assuned there are not.

CCSNH states that, in part, this bill puts the burden of conpliance on students for whomneeting its
requirenents will be a condition of graduation
The bill also creates responsibilities for CCSNH to "establish procedures to administer, certify, and

record results of this assessnment for students needing to satisfy this requirenent."” CCSNH would al so
need to nmanage the process to identify and record exenptions

Using the assunptions outlined above, CCSNH states that this bill would increase workload for registrars
at_the seven community colleges and for_information technology staff to code, record, nonitor and nanage
the process for students both exenpt fromthe requirenent or needing to fulfill it.

Depending on the validity of the assunptions above, CCSNH may need to work with the Departnent of
Education's (NHDOE) third-party testing vendor to create a data interface, which would also require an
external expenditure

CCSNH woul d_structure conpliance in the nost efficient way possible, while helping students neet the
requi renent and graduate

CCSNH states that increase in workload would increase costs, either in conpensated hours, additiona
staff, and/or outsourcing.lf, to nmanage workl oad, CCSNH needed records fromthe NHDOE to verify
individual student conpletion, it anticipates that the Departnent's vendor would charge for that work.
CCSNH states that when this possibility was explored in 2025, the estimate fromthe vendor was $100, 000
to develop the interface, with subsequent costs rolled into the contract and charged to CCSNH

CCSNH states it cannot calculate the fiscal inpact with any precision since it includes increases in
wor kl oad associated with inplenentation, managenent and conpliance

CCSNH not es_that the NHDOE outsources these functions at considerable cost, given the conplexity of
statew de adm nistration

CCSNH cannot_state whether it would need to fund additional personnel tine or in what anount.
Utimately, CCSNH states this bill's inpact is indetermn nable
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