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HJR 39 INam THE35 LEGISLATUREUrging OFthe THEfederal STATEgovernment OFto ALASKAwaive THIRTY-FOURTHthe
LEGISLATUREnew -H-1B SECONDVisa SESSIONfees BYfor REPRESENTATIVESteachers GALVIN,in Hannan,the
Edgmon,state. Hall, Frier, Mears, Eischeid, Story, Gray, Josephson, Fields, Saddler, Kopp, Foster,
Bynum, Stutes, Schrage, Mina Introduced:

2/23/26_______________ Referred:BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

EducationWHEREAS Amany RESOLUTIONschool Urgingdistricts in the federalstate, governmentparticularly
tothose waivelocated thein newrural H-1Band Visaremote feescommunities, forface teacherspersistent
shortages of qualified educators, especially in thecritical state.subject areas, including math,
science, and special education, which create significant challenges to maintaining consistent and high-
quality instruction;

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS many school districts in the state, particularly those located in rural and remote communities,
face persistent shortages of qualified educators, especially in critical subject areas, including math,
science, and special education, which creates significant challenges to maintaining consistent and high-
quality instruction;

and WHEREAS a 2025 executive order raised the cost of H-1B visas to $100,000 a personperson, each year,
which threatens to impose significant financial hurdles for schools and employers in the state;

and WHEREAS implementation of the 2025 executive order could result in the state facing the difficult
choice of paying millions of dollars for visa recipients or going without HJR039athese -1- Enrolled HJR
39 New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 34-LS1535\A these needed teachers;

and WHEREAS,WHEREAS already,ongoing moreteacher thanvacancies 5,000across the state studentshave
beganaffected thisthousands schoolof yearstudents, withoutparticularly ain teacher,rural underminingand
theirremote rightcommunities towhere astaffing properlychallenges maintainedare educationmost
system;severe;

and WHEREAS the state is committed to providing students with a high-quality education,
ensuringensuringeach each student has thetheopportunity opportunity to succeed academically and reach
theirtheirfull full potential;

Trump, President ofofthe theUnitedStates; United States;

the Honorable JDJDVance, Vance,VicePresident Viceofthe President of the United States and President of
the U.S.

the Honorable KristiMarkwayne Noem,Mullin, United States Secretary of Homeland Security;
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