HB 188 -- Redline

CSHB 188(STA) to HB 188 -- An Act establishing the welcoming Alaska office; establishing the welcoming Alaska
center; establishing the Welcoming Alaska Advisory Committee; repealing the office of citizenship assistance; and
providing for an effective date.

Deletions striek - Insertions underlined

34-1-S08083\-G34- L S0893\ A-CS—EOR HOUSE BI LL NO

188(STA)}188 I N THE LEA SLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA THI RTY- FOURTH LEG SLATURE - SECOND SESSI ON BY
FHEREPRESENTATI VES HOJSEM NA, SFATECarri ck ARRALRS| nt r oduced: —COMMTIFEE—Ref-e++od+-

Einance4/ 11/ 25 Spensor{s)—Referred:

RERRESENTATIVESSt at e M-NA-Affairs, Gar-ckFinance A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTI TLED "An Act establishing the
wel comi ng Al aska of fice;

) , : )
(a) The wel coming Al aska office is established in the d-e-pa-r-t-m-t—offlce t-e—pmm:—e—f—uﬂ-l—paﬁ-n—a—pa-t—n—en—of

860ROF-6-CcOoNMi SSi oner .
security

UnderThe the—supervi-sion—of—the—executive—director—the—office shall (1) provide to immgrants-new
~efugees—i nmi grants and newconers enploynent information, referrals to enploynent services, including
job placenment services, and information about how to accessuse | abor unions, adm nistrative agencies,
and cour t —HBG A d ped-[L C BRACK C s actions to
pursue clains or charges of job discrimnation, illegal term nation of enploynent, sexual harassnent,
and unsafe working conditions;

(2) serveconsult aswith the—stat-e—s—coordi-hatihg—entity—arphrg—st akehol ders, including state agencies and
| ocal governnents, to ak-gridentify strategies to reduce |icensing and other enploynent barriers
that-HB0188a hi-hder- 1- i-AHi-gFahts—HB refugees—188 anrdNew newcorersText #onlnderlined gatri-hg[ DELETED
enployrert-TEXT o~BRACKETED] sta+ti+hg34- LS0893\ A af or busihess-new i nmi grants and newconers;

(3) use the education and experience of iF-gart-s—new ~efugees—i i grants and newconers to benefit the
econony of the state;

(4) contract with other state agencies to devel op and admi ni ster prograns or services that pronote
entrance into and mobility within the workforce for imm-grants—new ~efugees~i mi grants and newcomners;
(5) consult with stakehol ders, including state agencies and | ocal governnents, to devel op and inpl enent
a statew de strat egy to support businesses in recruiting and ret ai ni ng workers who are J-nm-g-r-a-m-s—new
refugees—i M grants and RewWcoRBE-SNEWCONer S;
starting—and—scaling—pew businesses—

(6) advise the conmi ssioner on (A) inproving enploynent opportunities for is-gants—new

refugeesi i grants and newconers;

(B) preventing enploynent discrimnation agai nst iR-grarts—new ~efugees~i i grants and newconers;

(D) supporting the econonic and social integration of i-garts—new ~efugees—i ni grants and newconers;
and (E) reducing the exploitation of iwmwm-grants—new ~efugees—i mmi grants and newconers;

(7) subject to appropriation, offer grants to support the econom c and social integration of
A-gaht-s-new ~efugeesi nmi grants and newconers;

(8) serve as a convener for community-based organi zati ons serving -gart-s—new ~efugees—i nmigrants and
newcomners;

(9) design and inplenment strategies and prograns to nake the state a CSHB-188(STA)—-2. HB0188h New Texi
MMM—PDEEQEDJEKLBIWWW wel comi ng place for -grant-s—new

refugeesi nmi grants and newconers;

(10) serve as a point of contact for all state agencies regarding issues affecting impgrants-new
~efugees—i i grants and newconers;

(12) coordinate with departnents and nonprofit organi zations to assist iRm-gahts-HB 188 -2-
HB0188a New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 34-LS0893\ A new inmigrants _and newconers in
inproving quality-of-life issues, including access to business opportunities, education, enploynent,
housi ng, heakthheal t hcare, —ea+e~ and ot her services;

(13) subject to appropriation, assist political subdivisions with fees and other costs associated with

vi sa applications, recruitnent, and housing support for isH-ganrts—-new ~efugees—i mm grants and
newconers;

(14) research and anal yze econonmi ¢ and denographic trends to better serve is-gianis—new
refugeesi i grants and newconers;
(16) serve as an information clearinghouse on information regardi ng F-ganrt-s—new ~efugees—i nmi grants



and newcomners;
and (17) eoerdi-ratennke ~efugespolicy prograns—recommendations hreludi-pgt 0 eduscati-onrthe

tai-hi-Rg-gover nor ml—o*m-t-.—he-us-l-ng-.—and Aedi-cakt he support] eqi sl ature anrdon etheri ssues
servi-ces—af f ect i ng Fernew r-ei-ug-ees i grants wheand senewconers. —l-eng-ex—r—es-m—ue—f—ede&d—ass-i@-t—a-n@e-;—

(c) The eemm-ssierergovernor shall appoint an individual to serve as the executive director of the
of fice.

(a) Each principal departnent 3 B A - d—[L .
34-1-S0893\-G-t he executive branch shaII deS| gnate one st aff nenber to serve as a liaison between t he
department and the office.

(b) Aliaison shall (1) dissenmi nate information about services offered by the departnent that are

avai |l abl e t o i-grants—new ~efugess~i nm grants and newconers, department staff, the office, and the
publi c;

(2) communicate with the office on issues affecting irw-gart-s—new ~efugees—i i grants and newconers;

(3) when applicable, coordinate between the office, the |iaison's HB0188a -3- HB 188 New Text Underlined
[ DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 34-LS0893\ A departnent, and professional boards within the |iaison's departnent

to assist the office with |icense applications from im-gants—new ~efugees—i nmi grants and newcomners.
The advi sory comm ttee consists of the follow ng 43ni ne nmenbers:

(3) 4iseven voting nenbers appointed by the governor as follows:

(A) a representative froma nonprofit organization that provi des enpl oynent or |anguage services to
r-grants-new ~efugees~i nmi grants and newconers;

(D) a representative fromthe business ard—ecohror-c—derel-oprert—conmunity;

(F) a representative ofrom at he ~efugeecri nm nal resetitlersntjustice agercysyst en —operati-hRg—i-A—the

r-epr-esen-t-a-t-u-uen‘enber of athe he r-e:f-ug-ee-l—edgubl ic. Mﬁ-gmﬂ—&mm@-@mm%@d—ugm%

H-(b) aThe ~epresentatiweconmittee shall (1) assist the office w th expertisedevel oping

i-hr ecommendat i ons werkiorcef or developreatpolicies, erprocedures, kaberrequl ations, rarketand
ahalysi-s-legislation to help ensure state governnent and state prograns_are accessible and responsive to
the needs of new inm grants and newconers;

H-(2) awork representativewi th f~orthe office to nonitor the healthwork careof delverystate
sesctor-agencies to include and retain new inmigrants and newconers in state prograns;

(3-(3) aconduct +#epresentativepublic fenaneetings, as requested by the e-mi-Ralgovernor justi-ceor
system-the office, for the public to comment and make suggestions on attracting to and retaining in the
state new i mm grants and newconers and inproving the enpl oynent HB 188 -4- HB0188a New Text Underlined
[ DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 34-LS0893\ A opportunities, inclusion in civic matters, and community
connections of new inmigrants and newconers;

K-(4) aconduct meaberstudies, on request of the puble—governor or the office, on issues affecting new
inmigrants and newconers;

b)-(5) Fheadvi se cormi-ttee—shall—(l)—assist—the office w-thon developi-hguways recornehdati-ohrs—ior
poli-cies—procedures—reguiati-ons—and—tegistlation—t o helpi ncrease ncrease enRsUeout reach state—goverArert—and
Sat-e—prograRs—al-e—ateesst-ble—and—resporsie—t 0 Hhenew peedsi M gr ant s —e+—--gahts—efugees— and

newconers;

shal | neet at Ieast twice a year.

(a) Subject to appropriation, the office shall establish a welconing Al aska center in one or nore
communities to provide virtual and in-person information and assistance for isw-gants—new

Fef-ugeesi i grants and newconers.

(b) A welconming Al aska center shall provide e+~coordi-rate~the follow ng services £o~t0 AF-ganrts—new
refugees—i mmi grants and newconers:



(1) English and Al aska Native |anguage instruction;
HBO0188a -5- HB 188 New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 34-LS0893\ A Sec.

In AS 23.05. 131 ~- 23.05.135, (1) —imw-gFapt—"newconer" hasneans a person who noved to the mAeari-Rgstate
givenfrom another state in 8the U-S—G-preceding 36 nonths;

11015 2) Hrr-gatier'new ardi i grant " Nati-eral-tyneans Ast)s-a person, or the child of a person,
who has arrived, or will arrive, to the state as an inmigrant or _refugee;

£2)-(3) —newconsr—"0of fi ce" nmeans a—person—who—npved—to-t he statewel com ng f+orAl aska aretheroffice
stateest abl i shed hunder +heAS precedi-hg23. 05. 131. —36—hBht-hss-

o) =) nean he o ond-naA o
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