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Mhenf i ndi ngs 2 }

Sec—49-13-102-f und.

Creation(a) oF(1) The Legislature finds that the B--hgstate's Fhencturrent Hemesystem Furd—0f serving
children and famlies in need of or _at risk of needing social, enotional and behavioral health services
is fragnented.

a)>-The Fhereexisting scateqorical herebystructure e~eatedof agovernnent speeciakprograns tust—uhd
whi-ch—shall—be—desi-ghated—and kroewnt hei r asfundi ng thestreans —Br-hRgdi scourages Fhencol |l aboration
Homeresul ting Ruhd—in teduplication beof admi-hi-steredefforts byand thea Sec+retarywaste of thelinmted
Departrentresour ces. —of—Hurah—Ser\i-ces—

Children are usually involved in multiple child-serving systens, including child welfare, juvenile
justice and special education.

More than ten percent of children presently in care are presently in out-of-state placenents.

Earlier efforts at reform have focused on quick fixes for individual conponents of the systemat the
expense of the whol e.

It is the purpose of this section to establish a nmechanismto _achieve system c reformby which all of
the state's child-serving agencies involved in the residential placenent of at-risk youth jointly and
continually study and inprove upon this system and nmake recomendations to their respective agencies and
to the Legislature regarding funding and statutory, requlatory and policy changes.

It is further the Legislature's intent to build upon these recomendations to establish an integrated
systemof care for at-risk youth and families that nmakes prudent and cost-effective use of limted state
resources by drawi ng upon the experience of successful nodels and best practices in this and other
jurisdictions, which focuses on delivering services in the least restrictive setting appropriate to the
needs of the child, and which produces better outcones for children, fanilies and the state.

(2) Wien a child is in need of in-patient placenent for acute psychiatric, neurodevel opnental, or traunma
services, that child should be able to receive adequate services 1 CS for HB 4021 within their hone

st ate.

Not only does an out-of-state placement in a residential treatment facility bear a significantly higher
cost than a similar in-state placenent, but the distance may nmake it nore difficult for the departnent




to _have neani ngful engagenent with the child and their treatnent team

Most _inportantly, an out-of-state placenent neans that a child already in a crisis nmay lose any fanly
support they may have

Therefore, it is the finding of the Legislature that there is a valuable public need to create nore
quality in-state placenent facilities able to provide necessary residential treatnent to the children who
need it nost.

(b) There is created continued within the Departnent of Human Services the Commission to Study the

Resi dential Placenent of Children

The conmission consists of the Secretary of the Departnent of Human Services, the Conmi ssioner of the
Bureau for Children and Fanmilies, the Commi ssioner for the Bureau for Behavioral Health and Health
Facilities, the Comm ssioner for the Bureau for Medical Services, the State Superintendent of Schools, a
representative of |ocal educational agencies, the Director of the Ofice of Institutional Educational
Prograns, the Director of the Office of Special Education Programs and Assurance, the Director of the

Di vision of Juvenile Services and the Executive Director of the Prosecuting Attorney's Institute

At _the discretion of the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, circuit and famly court judges and
ot her court personnel, including the Adninistrator of the Suprene Court of Appeals and the Director of
the Juvenile Probation Services Division, nmay serve on the conm ssion

These statutory nenbers may further designate additional persons in their respective offices who may
attend the neetings of the comm ssion if they are the adm nistrative head of the office or division
whose functions necessitate their inclusion in this process

In its deliberations, the conmm ssion shall also consult and solicit input fromfamlies and service
providers.

(c) The Secretary of the Departnent of Human Services shall serve as chair of the conm ssion, which
shall nmeet on a quarterly basis at the call of the chair.

(d) At _a mninmum the conm ssion shall study:

(1) The current practices of placing children out-of-hone and into in-residential 2 CS for HB 4021
placenents, with special enphasis on out-of-state placenents

(2) The adequacy, capacity, availability and utilization of existing in-state facilities to serve the
needs of children requiring residential placenents

(3) Strategies and nethods to reduce the nunber of children who nust be placed in out-of- state
facilities and to return children fromexisting out-of-state placenents, initially targeting older youth
who have been adj udi cated delinguent;

(4) staffing, facilitation and oversight of nultidisciplinary treatnment planning teans;

(5) The availability of and investment in conmunity-based, less restrictive and less costly alternatives
to residential placenents

(6) Ways in which up-to-date information about in-state placenment availability may be made readily
accessible to state agency and court personnel, including an interactive secure web site

(7) Strategies and nethods to pronpte and sustain cooperation and collaboration between the courts
state and | ocal agencies, fanmilies and service providers, including the use of inter- agency nenoranda
of understandi ng, pool ed funding arrangenents and sharing of information and staff resources

(8) The advisability of including no-refusal clauses in contracts with in-state providers for placenent
of children whose treatnent needs match the level of licensure held by the provider

(9) Identification of in-state service gaps and the feasibility of developing services to fill those
gaps, including funding

(10) ldentification of fiscal, statutory and requlatory barriers to devel oping needed services in-state
in a tinely and responsive way;

(11) Ways to pronmpote and protect the rights and participation of parents, foster parents and children
involved in out-of-honme care

(12) Ways to certify out-of-state providers to ensure that children who nust be placed out- of-state
receive high quality services consistent with this state's standards of licensure and rules of 3 CS for
HB 4021 operation

and (13) Any other ancillary issue relative to foster care placenent.

(e) The conmission shall report annually to the Legislative Oversight Conmission on Health and Human
Resources Accountability its conclusions and recomrendations, including an inplenentation plan whereby:
(1) CQut-of-state placenents shall be reduced by at |east ten percent per year and by at least fifty
percent within three vears

(2) Child-serving agencies shall develop joint operating and funding proposals to serve the needs of
children and fanmlies that cross their jurisdictional boundaries in a nore seanl ess way;

(3) Steps shall be taken to obtain all necessary federal plan waivers or amendnents in order for
agenci es to work collaboratively while naximzing the availability of federal funds




(4) Agencies shall enter into nenoranda of understanding to assune joint responsibilities;

(5) System of care conponents and cooperative relationships shall be increnentally established at the
local, state and regional levels, with links to existing resources, such as famly resource networks and
regi onal _summi ts, wherever possible;

and (6) Recommendations for changes in fiscal, statutory and requlatory provisions are included for
legislative action.

(f) There is created a special account which shall be designated and known as the "Bring Them Hone
Fund", to be adnministered by the Secretary of the Departnent of Human Services.

Expenditures fromthe fund shall be for the purposes set forth in this section, and are not authorized
fromcollections but are to be nade only in accordance with appropriation by the Legislature and in
accordance with the provisions of Sec.12-3-1 et seq.

of this code and upon fulfillnment of the provisions of Sec.11B-2-1 et seq.

of this code.

4 CS for HB 4021 (3) Al inconme earned on noneys, properties, and assets held in the fund, or from any
i nvest nents;

and MLMAB—QQM%SH—MQ%AS—H) Any funds generated through a revol vi ng funding structure.

€b)-(5) AayThe &
Bring Them Hone Fund shall be pa-n-dtreat ed J-HI-QQ\L the Br-o-ngAudl tor Ihenrand HomTreasurer Eu-nd-.-as anRda

shallspeci al berevenue di-sbursedfund and etherw-senot mahragedas Hhpart of the markergeneral setrevenues
forthof inthe thisstate. —article—unless—such—atranster—is—hot—allowableby law-

Se6+49-13-103~(6) The Secretary of the Departnent of Human Services is authorized to disburse funds from
the Bring Them Home Fund, at his or her discretion, for any of the follow ng purposes:

Di-sbursenpnt-s(A) Honllo therenovat e B-hgexi sting Fhenstate Hemeproperties Furd~t 0 expand high-acuity
psychiatric, neurodevel opmental ., and trauma services for children residing in West Virginia;

(a)(B) FheTo Secretarydevel op oftreat nent theprograns, Departrent-i ncluding e n-patient Herarprograns
Servi-cesand isaftercare auwt-hoer—zedprograns, tethat di-sbuwsematch fuhrdsclinical #enprofil es the—B--hg
Fhem-Hore—Fund—at—hi-s—or—her—di-screti-0A—Ff-or—any—of theyout h follow-nghi storically puwpoeses+pl aced out-
of -state;

-(C) To renovateexpand exi-sti-hgthe statechild propertieswel fare toprovider expardnet work hi-gh-—acui-tyin
psychi-at-6-\\st  Rewodevel-oprertal—-Virgi ni a and t+awrabui | d se~+-cesa foundation for ehidd~erhi gh
resi-di-pggual i ty, ihspecialty Méstcare; —Vi+gi-hi-a-

(2>-(D) To developcause t+eat-RBhAlt0 prograRs—be i-hckudi-rgoper at ed -R-pati-eht-by prograrsa ardnonstate
aft-ercaregover nnent pregars—ent ity thatan Aatchi n-state e-hicakin-patient prefitesfacility efthat
yout-hi s hi-st-or-callyon placedproperty out-of-state~owned by the state;

3)yor (E) To expandrenovate theexisting chidprivate weliarefacilities provi-derto metwerkprovi de ha
Mést-psychiatri c Mi+gihiaresidenti al ardtreat nent bui-tdl evel aof feunrdatiencare for hi-ghchildren
guak-ty-current |y speciaktybei ng caretreated out of state.

o+(q) 4-The FoeSecretary eperaterof orthe causeDepartnent teof beHunman eperated-Services ahi s h-
statenot ihR-patientlinited chitdearet o Faci-tyusing thatstate sproperties ewaedwhi ch byare already

wi thin the state~possession of the Departnent of Human Services.

bl nstead, Fhethe Secretary ofi s theauthorized Departrentto efcoordi nate Harahw th Serwi-cesot her
isstate metagenci es H-mtedand tot he usi-hgSt at e stateBoard properti-esof whi-chEducation areto
aleadydet er m ne wi-thi-hwhat theexi sting pessessienstate efproperties thecoul d Departrent-be efused
Howanf or Serwices—a facility.

lastead-Recogni zi ng the Seeretarysoci al +sand aut-horizedecononi ¢ teval ue ceordi-nateof w-thpl aci ng
children at in-state facilities, other state agencies ardshoul d +heact Statecollaboratively Beardwi th the
Depart nent _of Educat+oenrHuman Services to determi-heidentify what existihg-state properties ecoudcan
beserve used5 CS for HB 4021 a ehitdearebetter #aeity—public need through repurposing in_accordance
with this article.

Recoghi-zi-hg(h) theThe seecialSecretary andof ecenreni-cthe walueDepartnent of plasi-hgHuman ehit-d~enServi ces
at-nay ih-stateent er Faci-ti-es~i Nt 0o etheroperating stateor kht+~managenent HBagreenents 2026R2805Hwith

2026R28048pri vat e agenciesentities shouwdto ascteffectuat e colaboratively—with-t he Departrenatpurposes of
Huraat hi s Se:-w-c-essectl on, teand J-den-t-l-f-y- y whatdi sburse s-t-a-t-efunds properti-est 0 cardo serveso. —a

Se6—49-13-104-(i) The Secretary shall report to the Legislative Oversight Conm ssion on Health and

Resources Accountability by Decenber 1 of each year concerning the reinvestnent of the savings from
decreased nunbers of out-of-state placenents.
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