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Introduced to Amended -- Requires health insurance and Medicaid coverage for treatment of stuttering.*
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SI NGER CURRENTDI strict MERSLON30 OF( Mbnnout h FEXFand Ccean) As_ i-hi+roduced—Co- Sponsored by:

Senators Bramni ck and Lagana SYNOPSI S Requires health insurance and Medicaid coverage for
treatnment of stuttering.

CURRENT VERSI ON OF TEXT As reported by the Senate Commerce Conmittee on May 18, 2026, with
anendnent s.

1. a. A hospital service corporation contract that provides hospital or nedical expense benefits and

is delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this
State by the Commi ssioner of Banking and I nsurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shal
provide benefits to any subscriber for nedical expenses incurred in the treatnment of stuttering
including habilitative speech therapy and rehabilitative speech therapy, as determ ned 1to bel nedically
necessary lor neurogenic or devel opnentall by the subscriber's nedical dester—doctor lor |icensed
speech-| anquage pathol ogi st1. The benefits shall be provi ded whether the services are delivered in-
person or through tel enedicine or telehealth. Jhel[The benefits shall be provided without the
imposition of any prior authorization or other utilization managenment ~egui+enrents~requirenents.]1

b. The benefits shall be provided to the same _extent as for_any other service, drug, device, product,
or_procedure under the contract 1[, except that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynent, annual benefit
limt, or any other cost-sharing requirenent shall be inposed]1l

1" Speech-1 anquage_pat hol ogi st" shall have the sane_neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420
(C.45:3B-2).1 2. a. A nedi cal service corporation contract that provides hospital or nedical
expense benefits and is delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this State pursuant to P.L.1940, c.74
(C. 17:48A-1 et seq.), or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Conmi ssioner of Banking
and I nsurance on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide benefits to any subscriber for
nedi cal expenses incurred in the treatnment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and
rehabilitative speech therapy, as determ ned 1to bel nedically necessary lor neurogenic or

devel opnental 1_by the subscriber's nedi cal destor—doctor lor |icensed speech-|angquage pathol ogistl. The
benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or through tel emedicine or

tel eheal th. Fhel[The benefits shall be provided wi thout the inposition of any prior authorization or
other utilization management egui+ererts—requirenments.]1 b. The benefits shall be provided to
the same_extent as for any other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the contractif
except that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynment, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-sharing
requirenent shall be inposed]l

1" Speech- | anquage pat hol ogi st" _shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420
(C.45:3B-2).1 3. a. A heal th service corporation contract that provides hospital or nedical
expense benefits and is delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this State pursuant to P.L.1985, c.236
(C. 17:48E-1 et al.), or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Conm ssioner of Banking
and I nsurance on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide benefits to any subscriber for
medi cal expenses incurred in the treatnment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and
rehabilitative speech therapy, as determ ned 1to bel nedically necessary lor neurogenic or

devel opnental 1 by the subscriber's nedi cal deetor—doctor lor |icensed speech-lanquage pathologistl. The
benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or through tel emedicine or

tel ehealth. Fhel[The benefits shall be provided w thout the inposition of any prior authorization or
other utilization management regui+erents—requirenments.]1 b. The benefits shall be provided to
the sane extent as for _any other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the contractl]
except that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynent, annual benefit limt, or_any other cost-sharing
requirenment shall be inposed]l

1" Speech-1 anquage_pat hol ogi st" shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420




(C.45:3B-2).1 4. a. An individual health insurance policy that provides hospital and nedical
expense benefits and is delivered, issued, executed, or renewed in this State pursuant to chapter 26 of
Title 17B of the New Jersey Statutes, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the
Conmi ssi oner of Banking and | nsurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide
benefits to any insured for medical expenses incurred in the treatment of stuttering, including
habilitative speech therapy and rehabilitative speech therapy, as determined 1lto _bel nedically necessary
lor neurogenic or developnentall by the insured' s medical deeter—doctor lor |icensed speech-|anguage
pathol ogistl. The benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or through
tel emedicine or telehealth. Jhel[The benefits shall be provided without the inposition of any prior
aut hori zation or other utilization nanagenent reguitements—requirenents.]1 b. The benefits shal
be provided to the same extent as for any other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the
policyl[, except that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynent, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-
sharing requirenent shall be inposed]l

1" Speech-| anquage pat hol ogi st" _shall have the sanme neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420
C.45:3B-2).1 5. a. A group health insurance policy that provides hospital and nedical expense
benefits and is delivered, issued, executed, or renewed in this State pursuant to chapter 27 of Title
17B of the New Jersey Statutes, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Conm ssioner of
Banki ng and I nsurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide benefits to any insured
for nedical expenses incurred in the treatnent of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and
rehabilitative speech therapy, as determined 1lto bel nedically necessary or_ lneurogenic_or
devel opnental 1 by the insured' s nedical deetoer—doctor lor licensed speech-lanquage pathologistl. The
benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or through tel enedicine or
tel ehealth. Fhel[The benefits shall be provided w thout the inmposition of any prior authorization or
other utilization managenent regui+ersrts—~requirenments.]1 b. The benefits shall be provided to
the same extent as for any other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the policyl[, except
that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynment, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-sharing requirenent
shall be_inposed]1

1" Speech-1 anqguage_pat hol ogi st" shall have the sanme_neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420
(C.45:3B-2).1 6. a. An individual health benefits plan that provides hospital and nedica
expense benefits and is delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this State pursuant to P.L.1992, c.161
(C. 17B: 27A-2 et seq.), or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Comm ssioner of Banking
and | nsurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide benefits to any covered person
for medical expenses incurred in the treatnment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and
rehabilitative speech therapy, as determ ned 1lto bel medically necessary lor neurogenic or

devel opnental 1 by the covered person's nedical dector—doctor or 1licensed speech-language pathol ogistl
The benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or through tel emedicine or
tel ehealth. Fhel[The benefits shall be provided w thout the inmposition of any prior authorization or
other utilization managenment ~egui+enrents~requirenents.]1 b. The benefits shall be provided to
the sane extent as for any other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the health benefits
planl[, except that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynment, annual benefit |limt, or any other cost-
sharing requirenent shall be inposed]1

1" Speech- | anquage pat hol ogi st" shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420

C.45:3B-2).1 7. a. A smal| enployer health benefits plan that provides hospital and nedical
expense benefits and is delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this State pursuant to P.L.1992, c.162
(C. 17B: 27A-17 et seq.), or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Conm ssioner of Banking
and | nsurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide benefits to any covered person
for medical expenses incurred in the treatnment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and
rehabilitative speech therapy, as determ ned 1lto bel nedically necessary lor neurogenic or
devel opnental 1_by the covered person's nedi cal destor—doctor or 1licensed speech-|anguage pathol ogistl
The benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or through tel emedicine or
tel ehealth. Fhel[The benefits shall be provided w thout the inposition of any prior authorization or
other utilization managenment ~egui+enents~requirenents.]1 b. The benefits shall be provided to
the sanme extent as for any other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the health benefits
planl[, except that no deductible, coinsurance, copaynment, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-
sharing requirenent shall be inposed]l




1" Speech- | anquage pat hol ogi st" shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420

(C.45:3B-2).1 8. a. A heal th mai nt enance organi zation contract for health care services that
is delivered, issued, executed, or renewed in this State pursuant to P.L.1973, c.337 (C. 26:2J-1 et
seq.), or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Comm ssioner of Banking and | nsurance
on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide benefits to any enrollee for nedical expenses
incurred in the treatment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and rehabilitative speech
therapy, as determ ned 1to bel medically necessary lor neurogenic or devel opnentall by the enrollee's
nedi cal deetoer—doctor lor |icensed speech-lanquage pathologistl. The benefits shall be provided

whet her the services are delivered in-person or through telenedicine or telehealth. JFhel[The benefits
shall be provided w thout the inposition of any prior authorization or other utilization nmanagenent
FeguiremBnts~requirenents. ] 1 b. The benefits shall be provided to the same _extent as for any
other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the contractl], except that no _deductible

coi nsurance, copaynent, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-sharing requirenent shall be inposed]1

1" Speech-| anquage pat hol ogi st" _shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420
(C.45:3B-2).1 9. a. The State Health Benefits Commi ssion shall ensure that every contract
purchased by the conm ssion on or after the effective date of this act that provides hospital and

medi cal expense benefits shall provide benefits to any covered person for nedical expenses incurred in
the treatnment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and rehabilitative speech therapy, as
determ ned 1to bel nmedically necessary lor neurogenic or devel opnentall by the covered person's nedica
doctor—doctor lor |icensed speech-|anquage pathologistl. The benefits shall be provided whether the
services are delivered in-person or through tel enedicine or telehealth. Jhel[The benefits shall be
provi ded without the inposition of any prior authorization or other utilization managenent
Feguirements~requirenents. ] 1 b. The benefits shall be provided to the same extent as for any
other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the contractl[, except that no_deductible
coinsurance, copaynent, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-sharing requirenent shall be inposed]l

1" Speech-| anquage pat hol ogi st" _shall have the sanme neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420
C. 45:3B-2).1 10. a. The School Enployees' Health Benefits Conmi ssion shall ensure that every

contract purchased by the comm ssion on or after the effective date of this act that provides hospita

and nedi cal expense benefits shall provide benefits to any covered person for nedical expenses incurred
in the treatnment of stuttering, including habilitative speech therapy and rehabilitative speech therapy,

as determned 1to bel medically necessary lor_neurogenic_or_devel opnental 1l by the covered person's

nedi cal deetoer—doctor lor |icensed speech-lanquage pathologistl. The benefits shall be provided

whet her the services are delivered in-person or through telenedicine or telehealth. Fhel[The benefits

shal | be provided wi thout the inposition of any prior authorization or other utilization nmanagenent

Fegui-erBehat-s—requirenents. 11 b. The benefits shall be provided to the same_extent as for_any

other service, drug, device, product, or procedure under the contractl[, except that no_deductible

coi nsurance, copaynent, annual benefit limt, or any other cost-sharing requirement shall be inposed]1

1" Speech- | anquage pat hol ogi st" shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420

(C. 45:3B-2).1 1. a

Notwi-t-hstanrdi-rg Not wi t hst anding any State |aw or regulation to the contrary, the Departnment of Human
Servi ces shall ensure provide benefits to persons served under the Medicaid program established pursuant
to P.L.1968, c.413 (C 30:4D-1 et seq.), for nedical expenses incurred in the treatment of stuttering
including habilitative speech therapy and rehabilitative speech therapy, as deternmined 1lto bel nedically
necessary lor_neurogenic_or devel opnentall by the person's nedical dester~—doctor lor licensed speech-

| anquage pat hol ogist1l. The benefits shall be provided whether the services are delivered in-person or
through tel enedi cine or telehealth. Jhel[The benefits shall be provided w thout the inposition of any
prior authorization or other utilization managenent ~egui+ererts~requirenents.]1 b. 1[ Any
copaynent, coinsurance, deductible, or_annual benefit limt that may be required pursuant to the
contract for services covered pursuant to_subsection a




e———C.]1 The departnent may take any administrative action necessary to effectuate the provisions of
this section, including nodifying or anending any applicable contract or pronul gating, anending, or
repeal i ng any gui dance, guidelines, or rules, which rules or anendnents thereto shall be effective

i medi ately upon filing with the Ofice of Admnistrative Law for a period not to exceed 12 nonths, and
may, thereafter, be anmended, adopted or readopted in accordance with the provisions of the

"Adm nistrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.).

d——1[d.] c.1 As used in this section:
1" Speech-1 anguage_pat hol ogi st" shall have the sane neaning as provided in section 2 of P.L.1983, c.420

(C.45:3B-2).1 12. This act shall take effect on the 90th day next follow ng enactnment and
shall apply to policies, plans, and contracts delivered, executed, issued, or renewed on or after that
date.

Generated by One Click Politics — a computer-generated comparison, not an authoritative print.



