S 1788 -- Redline

Introduced to Amended -- Concerns processing of applications for permits, licenses, or certifications in NJ; requires
State entities refund application fee in certain circumstances; requires Governor establish target application processing
times and permitting and licensing performance dashboard.*
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S1788 1R [First Reprint] SENATE, No.

Senat or TROY SINGLETON District 7 (Burlington) SYNOPSI S Est abl i shes fee refund program for
individual s _and businesses applying for pernits, |icenses, or certifications in thisNew State~Jersey.
CURRENT VERSI ON OF TEXT LhtroducedAs Rendi-hgreport ed Fechni-calby Rewi-ewt he bySenate
LegistativeCommerce Counsel—Committee on March 16, 2026, with anmendnents.

An Act establishing a fee refund program for lindividuals andl businesses applying for permits, |icenses,
or certifications in this State and supplenenting Title 52 of the Revised Statutes Be It Enacted
by the Senate and General Assenbly of the State of New Jersey:

1—1. a. Notw thstanding any law, rule, or regulation to the contrary, upon and after the effective
date of this ast+actl P. L. , C. (pendi ng before the Legislature as this bidda—bill)]1, any State
entity that issues permts, licenses, or certifications_to 1individuals or businessesl shall conpile a
catal og of the types of permts, licenses, or certifications it issues and submt that catalog to the
CGovernor. The catal og shall include:

&H—(1) a description of each type of permit, license, or certification issued by the State entity,
the termthereof, and the statutory, regulatory, or other legal authority therefor;

2—(2) the nmethod by which the State entity receives applications for each type of pernit, license,
or certification and when that nmethod was | ast updated;

££—(3) the statutory, regulatory, or other legal authority governing the length of tine within which
the State entity sustl[nust] shalll process applications for each type of pernmit, license, or
certification;

“—(4) the application fee charged by the State entity for each type of permt, |license, or
certification, and the statutory, regulatory, or other legal authority therefor;

5)—(5) the State entity's analysis and recomrendati on of the appropriate length of tine to promptly

process applications for each type of permt, license, or certification, after the applicant has properly
and timely submitted all information required by the State entity to act upon the application;

and £6)—(6) other relevant information as requested.

b—b. Fol | owi ng recei pt and review of the State entity catal ogs, information, recomendations, and

anal yses, the Governor's office shall establish recormended application processing tinmes for the various
types of permits, licenses, and certifications, as appropriate~appropriate 1, no later than 180 days
after the effective date of this actl.

&—C. 1(1)1 Any State entity that exceeds_115 days pastl the recommended application processing
time as established after having received a conpleted application shall refund the anobunt of the
application fee to the extent permitted by law. The refund shall have no bearing on the disposition of
the underlying application.

d—1(2) A State entity shall not be required to refund an application fee pursuant to paragraph (1) of

this subsection if a delay in processing an application for a permt, license, or certification is due
to the fault of the applicant, including, but not limted to, the submi ssion of an inconplete
application.1 d. For the purposes of this section, "State entity" means a State departnent or

agency, board, conm ssion, corporation, or authority.
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