A 4555 -- Redline

Introduced to Amended -- Establishes "Fleet Conversion Task Force" in DEP.

Deletions streek - Insertions underlined

A4555 1R [First Reprint] ASSEMBLY, No.

CURRENT VERSI ON OF TEXT As introduced-reported by the Assenbly Environnent and Solid Waste
Conmi ttee _on Septenber 17, 2026, with anendnents.

1. a. The Legislature finds and declares that:

(1) Commercial vehicle fleets play a vital role in the econony, providing transportation and | ogistics
support to virtually every sector of the econony, including manufacturers, distributors, agricultural
and food service conpanies, and retailers;

(2) According to data published by the United States Departnment of Transportation, there were
approximately 12 mllion autonobiles and trucks in fleets on the road in 2013, conprising five percent
of all registered notor vehicles;

(3) Transitioning to zero-em ssions vehicles is a cornerstone of the St-a-t-e'—sState' s plan to reduce its
greenhouse gas em ssions pursuant to the —=G-ebal"d obal Warm ng Response Aet—Act," P.L.2007, c.112
(C.26:2C- 37 et seq.);

(4) This is because, in New Jersey, the transportation sector enmts 38 percent of the total Statew de
greenhouse gas emissions, according to the =2024"2024 NJ G eenhouse Gas Emissions |nventory Report Years
4000-2021--1990- 2021, " produced by the Departnent of Environnmental Protection;

(5) Thus, vehicle fleets are responsible for approxi mately two percent of New Jersey—sJersey's
greenhouse gas enissions, in addition to emtting other pollutants such as carbon nonoxide, particulate
matter, ozone, nitrogen dioxi de, and sul fur dioxide;

andl[and] 1 (6) The Legislature and the Departnment of Environnental Protection would benefit
fromthe expertise and experience of people working in the transportati on sector as they devel op and

i npl ement policies to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions frommotor vehicle Heets—fleets 1;

and B— Fhe(7) LegislatwsEffective thereforefl cet determinespolicy thatnust taccount sfor

hoper ati onal ther eadi ness, publi-eservi ce ihterestcontinuity, +etotal e~eatecost aof F-eet-ownership
Conversi-opwor kf or ce Faski npacts, Force—to—study—and rRake—recormenrdati-ohrs—onh—t he processdiversity of
Sohver-hgdut v Aptercycl es wehlsleacross Heetspubli ¢ Hem-fessit—fuel—povered-—to—zeo—M-55-0R
vehi-cles—and theprivate State—sfleets poki-ciesoperating toi n ~educeNew greerhouselerseyl. —gas—eri-ssi-ohs
rom the-transportation-sector—

b. 2—The a—Leqgisl ature Fheretherefore isdeternines establshedthat it is in the Departrenrtpublic
ofinterest Envi+onnenrialto Protestioncreate a Fleet Conversion Task keree—Force Fheto dutystudy efand
thennke taskrecommendations #+e~ceon shalk-the beprocess toof studyconverting t+henntor chalengesvehicle
facedf | eets byfrom cermereialf 0ssi| #eterfuel - power ed wehiclet o H-eetzero-eni ssion ewarersvehicles, and
operatorslnonderni zi ng ~RNDtor coRverti-hgvehi cl e thei+fl eets tot hrough zerezero-eni ssion, erm-ssi-ehRnear
¥ehi-cles-zer 0- eni ssi on, Hheudi-rgand theot her H-seakeni ssion-reduci ng +pastt echnol ogi es, eroperati onal
shalefficiencies, busi-hesses~and toresilience coordi-ratestrateqi es, w-thconsistent withl the
RecessarySt ate' s stakeheldersl[policies to develepreduce] 1 agreenhouse eest—effesctivegas

ecosystenll] enm ssi ons tof r om suppert—t he t+ansitiontransportati on tesector] zero-enmi-ssi-ohreduction
Aetergoal s1. —vehi-cle—fleets-

ahd_ ke formulate2. reconnehdati-onsa. forThere peli-6yi s chanrgesest abli shed thatin ceuldt he
easeDepart nent corp-anceof wi-thEnvironnental arRyProtection exsti-hga +awsFl eet o~Conversion
poli-ci-es-Task anrdForce. recornehrdati-ensThe LQLM fAewof pQJ-I-G-I-QSt he thattask ask couldf orce #mr-eshall
effectivelybe andto efficienttyl:. o = s G s =
b—(1)1 Fhestudy taskthe forcechal | enges shalfaced beby emgsedcorm‘erm al land publicly ownedl notor
vehicle fleet owners and operators in converting their fleets to zero emi ssion vehicles, including the
fiscal inpact on small businesses 1[, to] and inpacts on fleet reliability, mission readiness, service
continuity, total cost of i5ownership aeabe+rs—and aswor kforce fellews—and training requirenents for fleet

operators;

-(2)1 thecoordi nat e Comm-ssionerwi th eft he Ervi+onrmert-alnecessary PRrotestiona—stakehol ders o+to devel op
a desi-gheercost-effective whoeecosystem shalt 0 servesupport ex-ofH-ciothe astransition eha-to zero-

eni ssion notor _vehicle fleets;

1[and &2-to] the Corri-ssioner(3) 1 offornul at e FHanspertation~recomendations for policy changes
that could ease conpliance with any existing |aws or apolicies, desigreer~and whoerecommendations shakfor
servenew ex—offi-ci-epolicies asthat w-ee-chai+could nore effectively and efficiently reduce greenhouse
gas_emni ssions fromcomercial notor vehicles 1;

3)3(4) theeval uat e Resi-dent-conparative ot echnol ogy pat hways for the Beardconversion and_noderni zation
of Rubliecomrerci al UtHtitioes~and e+publicly aowned desigree~nntor whevehicle shallfleets,

servei ncl udi ng, ex=—efficio-but not limted to:




-(a) thean Executiveeval uation Diestoer—of thebattery-electric, Newhydrogen Jerseyfuel Tansitcell
Corporati-on-near o+zero-eni ssion, aand desi-ghee~ot her whovi abl e shaklleni ssi on-reduci ng se~vet echnol ogi es;
£ficio: — —

£5)(b) thean Executiveassessnent Direector—of the Rortsuitability Awtherty—of Newconversion

Yorkt echnol ogi es anrdby Newvehicl e Jerseycl ass orand aduty desi-gheer~cycl e; —who—shall—serve—ex-0ffi-ci-o
£6)-(c) thean Executiveeval uation Di+ester—of thegeographi ¢ Newand Jerseyreqi onal Eeereni-coperational

Devel-oprent-consi derati ons; —Aut-ho{-hLy.—o:—a—des-hgnee,—uhoAhaJ—l—seme—e*—oi—Lm—er

A-(d) twean merbersanal ysis of theoperational publ-crequirenents, appeihtedincludi ng byperfornmance

t-h-eunder Sena-t-evaryl ng Rr-es-l-d-en-t-.-weat her, w—t—hterral N, kpowledge —experiise —or—experience—in—zero—
S ST s = gwnRed s—and enel oad efconditions; —whom

and 83 two(e) nmerbersa efconsideration the—publi-c—appoi-ht-ed—by—t-he—Speaker—of theinfrastructure
Generalreadi ness Asserblyrand wi-thtotal kngw-edg-e-.-cost eaepapt.u_se.,_u_easpeu_enee_m_z.em-em_ss.u_gn
¥ehi-cl-es—ohe—0of wherpwner ship; 3 =¥e e oRe 5
publiclyownedfleets

and (5) €8)-conduct, #H-vein merberscoordination with the Board of Public Utilities and the
publi-cDepar t nent appeinrtedof byTransportation, an _assessment of electric grid capacity, infrastructure
readiness, and rate inpacts associated with the Geverrerconversion asof fellews—commercial and publicly
owned notor _vehicle fleets, which shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) orean representativeanal ysis Fonrnf anfrei ght ervwi+ormertalcorridor justiceqrid e~ganrzationr~capacity
and substation |oad serving high-density freight, port, warehouse, and industrial areas of the State;

(b) enean representatiwveidentifi catl on fserpf ainfrastructure ggr ade opg-a-m-z-a-t-l-on egm rements
thatand ~epresentstinelines; A s YRVZ-Y: cle $ ;
(c) twenpndel i Nng ~epresentatives—of aut-erptiei ncrenent al eu-g-o-nal—el ectric eq-eu—pmn-t—l oad
ARAU-act-u~ers—under wi-thvari ous ex-pex-l-enc-efl eet imconversion #Dd-a-um-scenarl os and hea-uy-—du-t—y uty

vehi-cles—cycl es; —3
vehicles—
and__ (d) omrean representativeeval uation of publ-clypotential ownmedi npacts #-eets+on wi-thretail

khowl-edger—el ectricity expertiserrates, o+includi ng exper-enrece npacts hrel ated zero—eri-ssi-6ht 0
vehicles—capacity market obligations within the PIM | nterconnection region;

and e—__ TFhe(e) neabersan ofassessment S be—ap = -
the—eiiective—date—of thishow act—exi st nq Ihequ d t-as-krel i abl I i tv. i-or-e-eaffordabl I ty s-ha-l-l-and
ofganizesupply asconstraints soc s

task—force—nay a-p-pm-n-t-affect af easi b| I tv ses-r-e:-a-r—yand u.h-o eguenm ng need—n-o:—be—pa-r—t—of t-hefl eet
taskconversi on;
and é—__ Fhe(6) taskconduct fereea shakdi stinct seetfiscal r-eg-eu-a-pl-w npact asanal ysi s the—task
orce—det-erAi-Res—oF—at—t-he—call—of thefl eet chair—conversi on Af or t+~u4ecommerci al &opy—of—the—Ri-Rut-es—of

each—reeti-hg—oi—the—task—iorce—shall—be—publi-shed-and mai-htai-hedpublicly erowned thenotor
Departrentvehicl e off| eet s Environrrenataloperati ng R~ot-ection—sfewer lhternetthan website—50 Fhevehicles

taski ncl udi ng, fereebut shaklnot heldlinited publ-et0: —hear-hgs—i-A—vari-ous—ogi-ohs—of—t-he—State—and
shall—solicit—feedback—fromthefollowng—entities-

-(a) publenpdel i ng +-eets~of total cost of ownership under financing assunptions reflective of snmall
business credit conditions, including eeunty-hi gher ety—borrow ng eeet+ieccosts, sttty inmted
wat-eraccess di-st+-ci-t 0 soki-dcapital wasternarkets, wastewater~shorter educatonr~| 0an erBrgercyterns
and lawr educed ewnforcempnt-bal ance H-eets+~sheet capacity;

£2-(b) regionralan truckinganal ysis andof drayageinfrastructure conpani-8s—sABt—r—nBditm—and large-
sizednake-ready busi-Resscosts ent-erpr-ses+0Nn Aat+-oRata car~-ersper-vehi cl e operatihgbasi s rat Newsnal |
Jerseyf| eet andscal e, H—stincluding anrdfl| eets H-nakloperating ~-efrom e-cormercel eased, andshared,
ai-0or cargoespace-constrai ned cow-ersfacilities;

£3>(c) publieevaluation of potential inpacts of electricity rate volatility, demand charges, and
-hvest-or-ownedcapaci ty uwi-t-ti-es-narket costs on small fleet operating expenses;

(4-(d) elassan ir-assessment 2-of potential market structure inpacts, including risks of industry
consolidation and 3effects +al+oads—on assmal | appl-ecableand tei ndependent|y Newowned Je+sey-fl eet
operators;

and 5> producers(e) ofrecommendations ekect+i-cregardi ng wehi-cleconpl i ance

frastructuet i nel i nes, incentive structures, financing nechanisns, or other policy adjustnents
necessary to ensure econonically feasible participation by small fleetsl .

£6)b. producersThe andtask sellersforce efshal |l pet+oleunrbe produsts—conposed bi-efuels—of ratual-15
gas—nenbers, propanreras ardf ol | ows: —hydrogens

(1) environpeAtakt he organrizati-orsConmi ssioner ardof eRvi+orreARtakEnvironnental just+-ceProtection
advocates—or _a designee, who shall serve ex-officio as chair;

£8)3(2) labert he erganrizatioens—Conmi ssioner of Transportation, or a designee, who shall serve ex-officio




as_vice-chair;

£9)-(3) the NewPresident Jerseyof Miorthe Mehi-cleBoard Commi-ssion~of Public Utilities, or a designee,
who_shall serve ex-officio;

(0-(4)  abbeABbi-el he dealers-Executive abbsABi—-eDi I eCl 0I 8 ghRa—egtH-pABRt—ARRtH-aEttH-eS——ahe
AaAU-act-u-ers—0f i-Aterhakt he corbusti-onrNew andlersey eklectri-cTransit wehi-clesCorporation, heudi-Rgor
H-ght—a Aedium——desi gnee, ardwho heavwy—dutyshal | wehi-cles-serve ex-officio;

(5) the Executive Director of the Port Authority of New York and New -Jersey, keeakor
goverhRBeAt-s—a_designee, who shall serve ex-officio;

&+—(6) Fhe—rerbers—of—t he taskExecutive forceDirector shallof serve—wi-thout—corpensati-oh—but—t he

depart-reat-New ray-Jer sey wi-t-hi-hEcononi ¢ +heDevel opnent H-wt-sAut hority, ef—uhds—approp-at-ed—or
ot-herwi-sea madedesi gnee a-v-a-l-l-a-bl-ev\ho toshal | t-haserve t.as.k.ex-offi ci o;—f-anee-.—r-ei-n@u-r-se—marcbans—f-an

f——(_)_ ARyt wo vacahei-esnenbers hof the #Dnbe{-s-h-l—pgubl ic, efappointed bJLt he taskSenat e fo+cePresident

shalbwi t h beknow edge, #--edexpertise, or experience in thezero-eni ssion sarevehicles, raRhRerone asof
thewhom ewgi-hrakshal | appei-himent—represent privately owned fleets loperating with 50 or nore vehiclesl
and _one_of whom shall represent publi cIv owned fleets;

g—(8) Fhetwo Departreat-nenbers of ide } s }
oLher—adm-nhstau-wa—asa-s-Lanee—amLpH;Lesa-onaJ—sLaLf—as—t he Qubl ic f-or-eeaggm nt ed r-eq-eu-r-esm to
Sary—abb—t he faskSpeaker feree—sof work—-The-task—foree—shall—be—chtitlecd-to—call—to-t he taskCeneral
force—sAssenbl y, assistancewi th anrdknow edge, avaitexpertise, itselfor oefexperience thein serw-ceszero-
em ssion efvehicles, theone enployees—of anywhom Stat-e~shal | eounrty—represent eprivately suri-cipal-owned
depart-renat-f| eet s board-loperating bueau-wi t h corm-ssi-on-fewer ot han agenrcy50 asvehicl esl the—task
Force—Ray—egqui+e—and asone mayof bewhom avaitableshal | ferrepresent thepublicly taskowned fe+ce—sfl eets;
PLpPOSES—

h—The taskforce—shall—report—itsfindings—and recomrmendations t0(9) thefive Governornenbers anrd-
pH-suaht—t-o—section—2—0f RPL—1991—6c164—(C-52-14-10 1) to-t he Legislatuepublic aeappoi nted laterby
t-h-a-n—t-m—yea-ns—f-al-l-ow-ng—t he J-m-t-l-aJ-Governor ang-a-n-l-z-a-t-l-an-aJ-as met-l-ngfol | ows: —of—the-taskforcse A

i—(a) Fhirtyone daysrepresentative akterfrom thean subm-ssierenvironnental ef ustice theorgani zation;

(b) one representative froma |abor organi zation that represents trucking workers or_other workers

involved with notor vehicle fleets;

(c) two representatives of autonotive original equipnment nmanufacturers, wth experience in nedium and
heavy-duty vehicles, at |east one of whomshall have 1directl experience 1with fleet deploynent or fleet
operationl in zero-em ssion nedium and heavy-duty vehicles;

and (d) one representative of publicly owned fleets, with know edge, expertise, or _experience in
zero-em ssion vehicles.

c. The nenbers of the task force shall be appointed no later than 90 days after the effective date of
this act. The task force shall organize as soon _as practicable after the appointnent of the task
force's nenbers. The task force may appoint a secretary who need not be part of the task force. The
presence of eight nenbers shall constitute a quorum

d. The task force shall neet reqularly as the task force determines or at the call of the chair. A
true copy of the mnutes of each neeting of the task force shall be published and nmintained on the
Departnent of Environnental Protection's Internet website. The task force shall hold public hearings in
various regions of the State and shall solicit feedback fromthe following entities:

(1) public fleets, including county, city, electric utility, water district, solid waste, wastewater,
education, energency, and |law enforcenent fleets;

(2) regional trucking and drayage conpanies, snmall-, nedium and |l arge-sized business enterprises,
national carriers operating in New Jersey, and first and final mle e-conmerce and air_cargo _couriers;

(3) public and investor-owned utilities;

(4) class 1, 2, and 3 railroads, as applicable to New Jersey;

(5) producers of electric vehicle infrastructure;

(6) producers and sellers of petroleumproducts, biofuels, natural gas, propane, and hydrogen;
(7) environnmental organizations and environnmental justice advocates;

(8) labor organizations;

(9) the New Jersey Mdotor Vehicle Comm ssion;

(10) autonpbile dealers, autonotive original equipnent manufacturers, and manufacturers of internal
conbustion and electric vehicles, including light-, nedium, and heavy-duty vehicles;

and (11) local governnents.




e. The nenbers of the task force shall serve without conpensation, but the departnent nay, within the
limts of funds appropriated or otherw se made available to the task force, reinburse nenbers for actual
expenses necessarily incurred in the discharge of their official duties.

f. Any vacancies in the nenbership of the task force shall be filled in the sane nanner_as the original

appoi ntnent .

q. The Departnent of Environnental Protection shall provide stenographic, clerical, and other

admini strative assistance and professional staff as the task force requires to carry out the task
force's work. The task force shall be entitled to call to the task force's assistance and avail itself
of the services of the enployees of any State, county, or nunicipal departnent, board, bureau,

conmi ssion, or agency as the task force may require and as may be available for the task force's
purposes. 1Nothing in this section shall be construed to Iimt or direct the independent advisory role
of the task force.1 h. The task force shall report its findings and reconmendati onsl, which shall
include whether or not to extend the termof the task force or convert the task force to a permanent
fleet advisory council,1 to the Governor and, pursuant to section 2 of P.L.1991, c¢.164 (C. 52:14-19.1),
to the Legislature no later than 1[two vears] 18 nonthsl following the initial organizational neeting of
the task force. 1The task force shall serve, during those 18 nonths, in an advisory capacity to the
Governor_and the Legislature on fleet nodernization, transition, and inplenentation.1 A witten copy of
the task force's report shall be provided to the chair of the Senate Environnent and Energy Committeel,
the chair of the Senate Transportation Commttee, the chair of the Assenbly Transportation and

I ndependent Authorities Committee, 1 and the chair of the Assenbly Environnent 1[, Natural Resources]1

and Solid Waste Conmittee, or their successor conmittees. i. Thirty days after the subm ssion of
the report required pursuant to subsection h.
1j .  3~The task force nmay establish subconmittees as necessary to _exanine specific issues, including,

but not limted to, fleet operations, infrastructure readiness, workforce and training needs, fiscal
inpacts, and regional or sector-specific fleet considerations. The task force shall establish a
Transportation Infrastructure Subcommttee, |led by the Departnment of Transportation through the

Conmi ssioner_of Transportation, or the conmissioner's designee, to eval uate operational and
infrastructure considerations associated with fleet nodernization and conversion, including freight
corridors, grid readiness related to transportation deploynent, port and drayage transition, operational
performance under real-world conditions, infrastructure integration, and procurenent readiness

associ ated with the technol ogy pat hways eval uated pursuant to subsection a.

of thethis

Feportsection. —reguired—pursuant—to-—subsectionbh—
ok sestionk. Zln conducting the analysis required by paragraph (5) of thissubsection aet—a.

of —this SFAFEMENFsection, -the t ask Fhi-sforce bid-may weuwldconsult establishwith, in addition to

t he —Heet-Departnent Cenrwersionof FaskEnvironnental Feree~Protection, {taskihe force)}Board rof Public
Uilities, and the Departnent of Erwi+enrrenatalTransportation, PR~etesctiehras (BER}—appropriate, Fheone
taskor forcenpre weuwdinstitutions prowi-deof ahigher ~epoerteducation or other subject-matter experts to
theassi st Geverheri N ardconduct i ng Legstatu-e~t echni cal reresearch, lateranal ysis, tharor twenpdeling
yearsrel ated atterto tselectric H-+stcapacity, ~eetihg~infrastructure readiness, electricity demand,
grid reliability, and electricity rate inpacts. The task force may also rely on data nmade_avail abl e by
the issueState ofagenci es corvertingand cormerc-alutilities aptorand wehicleshal | H-eetsprotect
toeconfidential, zere—enmi-ssienrproprietary, wehicles—and aftersecurity-sensitive whi-chinfrastructure
information. 1 wouwd_ di-ssolver 3.

This Fheact taskshall forcetake wouldeffect bei mediately conposedl[ . ]1 and shall expire 30 days after
the submi ssion _of i15the mgr-s-;-report requi red pursuant to subsection h.

six0f ex-offici-osection AerRbersl anRd21l pAi-heof meRbersthis efact thel, unless pu-bl-l-eot herwi se

appoiatedaut horl zed by the Senat—e egislaturel.
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