A 2232 -- Redline

Introduced to Amended -- Expands responsibilities of Child Advocacy Center-Multidisciplinary Team Advisory Board and
establishes Problematic Sexual Behavior Program.*

Deletions straek - Insertions underlined

A2232 1R [First Reprint] ASSEMBLY, No.

Assenbl yworman Donl on, Assenbl ymen Bail ey, Singh and Karabi nchak SYNOPSI S Expands
responsibilities of Child Advocacy Center-Miltidisciplinary Team Advi sory Board and establishes
—RroblematicProbl emati c Sexual Behavi or Regasi—Program

appropr—ates_ $8-5CURRENT mitti-ea~VERS|I ON OF TEXT As reported by the Assenbly Children, Families and
Food Security Committee on Septenber 17, 2026, with anmendnents.

CURRENTAN MERSIONAct ©Okconcerning F=xFchild advocacy +atoducedcent ers Rendi-rgand Fechwi-calmul ti -
disciplinary Reviewteans byl[.] Legislativeandl Counsel—anending and supplenenting P.L.2017, c.90 1[, and
maki ng_an_appropriation]l.

"Probl emati ¢ sexual behavior" nmeans behavior, initiated by youth under the age of 18, involving the use
sexual body parts in a manner that is developrmentally inappropriate or potentially harnful to

1t hensel ves orl the person or persons inpacted by the behavior. "Problematic sexual behavior" also
includes technol ogy facilitated adverse sexualized behaviors that can be considered problematic and
harnful including, but not limted to, sexting, posting sexual inages, and exposure to pornography and
other sexually explicit electronic conmunication.

"Progrant nmeans the "Probl emati c Sexual Behavi or Progrant established pursuant to section #1[7] 81 of
P. L. , C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill).

c. The board shall consist of 1[14] 171 nenbers as foll ows:

(1) the_the Commi ssioner of Children and Fanmilies, the Attorney General, the Chairperson of the New
Jersey Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect,_1the Director of the Problematic Sexual Behavior Program

established pursuant to section 8 of P.L. . C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this
bill).,1 and the [Chapter Coordinator] Executive Director of New Jersey Children's Alliance or their
desi gnees, who shall serve ex officio;

and (2) Henk [ten] 431[13] 121 public nenbers, with at |east 10 years' experience, background, or

speci al i zed knowl edge in child welfare, child advocacy centers, and nultidisciplinary teans, to be

appoi nted by the CGovernor, including a representative of the New Jersey Prosecutors' Association, a |law
guardi an, a multidisciplinary team coordinator, a pediatrician with expertise in child abuse and

negl ect, a psychol ogist with expertise in child abuse and negl ect and probl emati c sexual behaviors in
children, a representative of a child advocacy center, a representative of a victimor famly advocacy
group-group lwith expertise in child abuse and neglect and problematic sexual behaviors in childrenl, a
| aw enforcenent officer with experience in child abuse and negl ect investigations, an academ cian with
experience and expertise in child abuse and neglect research or a related field[;] , a representative of
the | eadership of a care nmanagenent organi zation contracted with the Division of Children's System of
Care, al[a specialized care coordinator or a specialized care coordi nator superw-ser-supervisor]l , a
representative of the State Central Regist+H+4Reqistry[:].— and one nenber with general expertise in
child wel fare and nul tidisciplinary teans.

g. The Department of Children and Famlies shall provide professional and clerical staff to the board
as necessary to effectuate the purposes of thisl[this ast—act] P.L.2017, c.90 (C. 9:6-8.107 et seq.)1.

h. (1) Fhe_The board shall establish a Problematic Sexual Behavior Subconmmittee to:
(a) proevi-de provide oversight of the Statew de response to reports of problematic sexual behavior;

(b) review review the Probl ematic Sexual Behavior Program established in section Z1[7] 81 of P.L. ,
C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill);

(c) #mke_make recommendations to the departnent that will enable the programto inprove the

ef fectiveness of the services provided to youth who engage in or have been inpacted by problenatic
sexual behavior and their famlies;

and (d) evaluate evaluate the need for new or expanded services or prograns to enhance the
St atewi de response to reports of problematic sexual behavior.

(2) Fhe_The board shall appoint at |east sinel[nine] 111 nenbers to the subconmittee consisting of:
(a) the_the Assistant Conmi ssioner of the Division of Child Protection and Permanency;
and (b) at_at |east six1l[six] eightl public nenbers, including:

ala counrtyrepresentati ve prosecutorof wi-tha & - G
welfareadvocacy easescenter; —a-nd—pmbl—elmt—l—c—s-e*ual—behﬂl—e{—

a representative of the State Central Registry:;1 a county prosecutor with at experience, background, or




speci al i zed know edge in child welfare cases and probl ematic sexual behavior

(c) A_A mninmumof one public nmenber shall serve on both the subcommittee and the board

(d) Fhe_The nenbers of the subcommittee shall serve for a termof three years or until the appointnent
of a successor

(e) Meabers Menbers of the subcommittee shall be appointed and hold their initial organizational neeting
within 45 days after the effective date of P.L. , C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as
this bill).

(f) Fhe_The subcommittee shall designate a chairperson and vice chairperson fromanong its nmenbers
except that the assistant comm ssioner of the Division of Children's System of Care and the assistant
conmi ssioner of the Division of Child Protection and Pernmanency, or their designees, shall not serve as
the chairperson or vice chairperson of the subcommittee

(g) Fhe_The subcommittee shall be entitled to call to its assistance and avail itself of the services of
enpl oyees of the Departnment of Children and Famlies and seek the advice of experts as required and as
may be available for the purposes of conducting the reviews required by this subsection

[ and] c. apply for and accept any grant of nmoney fromthe State or federal government or other
sources, which nmay be available to establish, expand, or inprove child advocacy centers or

mul tidisciplinary teams pursuant to section 7 of [this act] P.L.2017, c.90 (C 9:6-8.113). Any nonies
received by the board shall be deposited in the "Child Advocacy Center-Miltidisciplinary Team Fund"
establ i shed pursuant to section 6 of [this act] P.L.2017, c¢.90 (C 9:6-8.112) or the "Child Treatnent

Assi st ance Fund" established pursuant to section 91[9] 101 of P.L. , C. (C ) (pending
before the Legislature as this bill), as appropriate
and d. admnister, in coordination with the Departnment of Children and Famlies, the 1["Child

Treatment Assistance Fund] "Child Treatment Assistance Rurd-Fund"1

(1) every every child advocacy center or nultidisciplinary teamin the State applying for
[certification] an annual progress review pursuant to subsection b

and (2) the_the State's child advocacy centers and nultidisciplinary teans incorporate best
practices and standards in providing child abuse prevention, intervention, and treatment services to
survivors of child abuse and negl ect.

(1) a_a nultidisciplinary teamresponse in an investigation of child abuse and negl ect by
representatives of the follow ng core disciplines

(2) the_the designation of a private, child-friendly interview and fanm |y neeting room whi ch provides an
environment that is physically and psychol ogically safe for, and provides confort to, a survivor of
child abuse and neglect and the survivor's famly during the course of an investigation of child abuse
and negl ect; (3) preteecels protocols governing the forensic interview of a survivor of child abuse
and negl ect that conply with the 2010 Cuidelines of Practice for Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Teams in
New Jersey and current best practice standards and nationally recognized nethods for forensic
interviews, New Jersey Court Rules, relevant case |law, and internal or external peer review

(4) am_an interdisciplinary case review process that describes the responsibilities of each team nenber
in an investigation of child abuse and negl ect and the provisions of the services to a survivor of child
abuse and neglect and the survivor's famly

(5) a_a uniformsystemto identify, track, collect, and coordinate information obtained during an
investigation of child abuse and neglect, and to nonitor the progress and outconmes of the investigation

(6) procedures _procedures to facilitate conmunication, collaboration, coordination, information sharing
probl em sol ving, and deci si on naki ng between team nenbers during and i medi ately after a

nmul tidisciplinary team neeting, and during an investigation of child abuse and negl ect;

(7) a_a dispute resolution process to resolve interdisciplinary conflicts that nay arise between team
menbers during the course of an investigation of child abuse and negl ect;

(8) the_the provision of services, supports, and other assistance in a culturally conpetent manner to a
survivor of child abuse and neglect and the survivor's fam|ly during an investigation of child abuse and
negl ect;

(9) eR-goihg~_on-going, specialized interdisciplinary training for team nenbers, based on the
AH-t—diseipRaryl[ nul tidi sciplinary teasdsteani s]1 nost recent progress #ew-ew-review lor training
requirenents outlined in the standard devel oped by the National Children's Alliancel , to enhance their
basic skills and expertise in the investigation and prevention of child abuse and negl ect;

(10) #eehani-sas_nechani sns and processes to allow the center to self-evaluate the effectiveness of its
operations and its success in investigating child abuse and negl ect;

(11) the_the establishment of county based child advocacy center-nultidisciplinary team advi sory boards
consi stent with standards devel oped by the National Children's Alliance and all other applicable
standards relating to child advocacy center-nultidisciplinary team advi sory boards, to oversee the
operations and admi nistration of the child advocacy center or nultidisciplinary team

(12) the_the creation of an education and outreach programto train professionals fromState and | oca
governmental and communi ty-based social services agencies in providing rmultidisciplinary services to



survivors of child abuse and neglect and their famlies, and to educate the community on child

mal treatment and child abuse prevention techni ques;

{(13)(13) procedures_procedures to apply for and accept any grant of noney fromthe State or federal
government or other sources, which nay be available to child advocacy centers and nultidisciplinary

t eans;

and —214)-(14) #eporting_reporting requirenents on the use of grant funds received by a child
advocacy center or nultidisciplinary team pursuant to section 7 of [this act] P.L.2017, c.90 (C 9:6-
8.113).

of this section, the board shall certify that a child advocacy center or multidisciplinary teamis in
conpliance with the provisions of thisl[this ast—act] P.L.2017, ¢.90 (C.9:6-8.113)1.

P.L.2017, c.90, s.5) __ 6. Section 7 of P.L.2017, ¢.90 (C. 9:6-8.113) is anended to read as foll ows:

creating a screening and referral process byl[ by whiehwhich] forl cases involving youth who

engagel| engage] have been _engagedl in or have been inpacted by probl ematic sexual behavior and their
fam |ies;

establishing al[a specialized assessment teamw thin the State Central Regist+yReqgistry] specialized
positions within care nmanagenent organi zationsl to refer youth who ergagel[engage] have been engagedl in
or have been inpacted by problematic sexual behavior and their families to treatnent and ot her
appropriate services;

Since the publication of the Wirkgroup's report, the Departnment of Children and Fanmilies and the Child
Advocacy Center-Miltidisciplinary Team Advi sory Board established pursuant to section 3 of

RPL2107-1[P. L. 2107] P.L.20171, c.90 (C. 9:6-8.19) have worked to inplenent its recommendations and
institute a sustainable referral and treatment process for youth who engage in or have been inpacted by
probl emati c sexual behaviors and their famlies.

(1) institute a Statew de, coordinated response to reports of problematic sexual behavior referred to
the program by the Sexual Contact Between Youth Screening and Referral Team established pursuant to
section 81[8] 91 of P.L. , C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill);

c. (1) The program shall 1coordinate with care nanagenent organi zations tol sel ect specialized care
coordi nators to ensure coverage of the northern, central, and southern regions of the State and provide
care coordination services, upon request, to youth who engage in or are inpacted by probl ematic sexual
behavior and their famlies. The nunber of specialized care coordinators selected by the program shall
be based on the determ ned needs of residents for services relating to, and the nunber of reports of,
probl emati c sexual behavior in each of the regions.

(3) A specialized care coordinator shall be assigned to provide care coordination services 1, at no
cost,1 to a youth who engages in or is inpacted by problematic sexual behavior and the youth's famly
until such tinme all requested services have been arranged for and engaged in by the youth and the
youth's famty~fam |y lor efforts to contact the youth's fam |y have been unsuccessful, or the youth's
fam |y declines to accept care coordination servicel.

9. (New section) a. The programshall forma Sexual Contact Between Youth Screening and Referral
Team consisting of State Central Registry representatives, to conduct a tel ephone assessnment of and
determ ne whether a report of child abuse or neglect received by the State Central Registry involves
probl emati c sexual behavior, and whether the report warrants a referral to the Problematic Sexual

Behavi or Program established pursuant to section #1[7] 81 of R—t——P.L. . C. ———— (C.

) (pending before the Legislature as this bill).

of section #1[7] 81 of P.L. , &—C. (C ) (pendi ng—C——)—{pending before the Legislature
as this bill);

and (4) develop standards to facilitate the paynent of nedical and nental health care services
provided to youth who engage in or have been inpacted by problematic sexual behaviors pursuant to
section £1[ 7] 81 of P.L. , C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill) and their

fam lies who nay not otherw se have access to such services.

10. (New section) There is established in the Departnment of Children and Fanilies a fund to be known
as the "Child Treatnment Assistance Fund." The fund, adm nistered by the board and in coordination wth
the departnent, shall be the repository of nonies appropriated to cover the cost of the nedical and
nental health services provided through the program established pursuant to section #1[7] 81 of P.L.

, C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill) to youth who engage in or have been

i npacted by probl ematic sexual behavior and their famlies.

11—111. (New section) The beardprogram ardshal | thedevel op Departwwnta system of Childrendata
collection, analysis, and kFawiliesreporting shallof promgatei nformati on ~w-esconcerni ng awdt he
egulations—ef fecti veness pursuant-of tothe services provided by the —Adm-pisttativeprogram R~ocedust 0
Act—yout h RP—L—1968-who &—4l0engage (-52~14B-1in etor seg——have asbeen #ayi npact ed necessaryby
problematic sexual behavior and their fanmlies, to efectuatebe forwarded to the puposesProblematic
Sexual Behavi or Subconmittee established pursuant to paragraph (1) of thissubsection aet—h.

of section 3 of P.L.2017, ¢.90 (C.9:6-8.109), including any recommendations to inprove the functioning




of the programl 12—1[12. (New section) There is appropriated $8,500,000 fromthe General Fund
to the Departnent of Children and Fanmilies to effectuate the purposes of this act as follows:

(1) Statewide Statew de coordinated response to reports of problematic sexual behavior;

(2) pesitiens _positions of specialized care coordinators selected by the program pursuant to subsection
c.

(3) t+aihihg training of nental health providers, in evidence-based treatnent and prevention nodalities
pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection b.

(4) p+evi-sion provision of support, technical assistance, and training on evidence-based prevention,
intervention, and response relating to problematic sexual behavior to specialized care coordinators,
communi ty | eaders, stakehol ders, and social services professionals pursuant to paragraph (3) of
subsection b.

and (5) data_data collection, analysis, and reporting of information concerning problenmatic sexual
behavior in the State~State.]1 1[11.] 12.1 (New section) The board and the Departnent of
Children and Fanilies shall pronulgate rules and requlations, pursuant to the "Adnministrative Procedure
Act." P.L.1968, c.410 (C 52:14B-1 et _seq.). as may necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act.

Generated by One Click Politics — a computer-generated comparison, not an authoritative print.



