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2025-0 AB 178 AMD I ntroduced by Assenbly Menber Gabriel LEAD AUTHOR ASSEMBLY Gabriel An act to_anend
Sections 10239 and 14581.1 of, and to add and repeal Division 10.1 (commencing with Section 10100) of,
the Public Resources Code, relating to public resources, and neking an appropriation therefor, to take
effect immediately, bill related to the budget.
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DateThe Rubli-shed-Safe Drinking Water, Wldfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Cean Air Bond Act
of 2024, approved by the voters as Proposition 4 at the Novenber 5, 2024, statew de _general election,
authorized the issuance of bonds in the anpunt of $10, 000, 000, 000 pursuant to the State General
Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for specified purposes.
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ranchers, as specified.
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MAJORLTY—(2) Approp-ation-Existing law, _the California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter
Reduction Act, requires a distributor of specified beverage containers to pay a redenption paynent to
the Departnent of Resources Recycling and Recovery for each beverage container sold or transferred to a
dealer, for deposit into the California Beverage Container Recycling Fund and, except as specified,
continuously appropriates noneys in the fund to the departnent for specified purposes.
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(3) Existing |law designates all parks, public canpgrounds, nonunent sites, landmark sites, and sites of
historical interest established or acquired by the state, or that are under its control, as the state
park system except as specified.

Under existing law,_the Departnment of Parks and Recreation controls the state park system

This bill would require the Departnent of Parks and Recreation, by April 1, 2027, and in consultation




with the California Coastal Conm ssion, the Transportation Agency, and the Monterey County District 5
Supervisor, to prepare and subnit a report to the Legislature sunmarizing findings and options to reduce
traffic congestion and unsafe parking conditions and to nmaxim ze public access, resource protection, and
the overall visitor experience for the Point Lobos State Natural Reserve, as specified.

To the extent the bill would inpose additional responsibilities on a local agency, the bill would inpose
a_state-nandated | ocal program

The bill would appropriate $150,000 fromthe CGeneral Fund to the Departnent of Parks and Recreation for
direct expenditure or to contract for services to assist with the report and woul d exenpt any contract
entered into for that purpose fromthe conpetitive bidding process, as provided.

(4) This bill would nmake legislative findings and declarations as to the necessity of a special statute
for _the County of Mbnterey.

(5) The California Constitution requires the state to reinburse |ocal agencies and school districts for
certain costs mandated by the state.

Statutory provisions establish procedures for neking that reinbursenent.

This bill would provide that, if the Conmi ssion on State Mandates deternines that the bill contains
costs mandated by the state, reinbursenent for those costs shall be nade pursuant to the statutory
provi si ons_noted above.

(6) This bill would declare that it is to take effect imediately as a bill providing for appropriations
related to the Budget Bill.
This bill would express the intent of the Legislature to enact statutory changes relating to the Budget

Act _of 2025.</xhtm :p>"2> MAJORITY YES YES YES YES NO NO NO NO NO YES The people of the State of
California do enact as follows:

SECTI ON 1.

Division 10.1 (comrencing with Section 10100) is added to the Public Resources Code , to read:

10. 1.

Farm and Access and Conservation for Thriving Communities Act (FACT CA) 10100.

This division shall be known, and may be cited, as the Farm and Access and Conservation for Thriving
Communi ties Act (FACT CA).

10102.

For purposes of this division, all of the following definitions apply:

(a) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Conservation.

(b) "Farmer cooperative" neans an entity that is either a worker cooperative, as defined in Section
12253.5 of the Corporations Code, whose articles of incorporation identify it as such, or a nonprofit
cooperative association organi zed and existing under Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 54001) of
Division 20 of the Food and Agricultural Code.

(c) "Progrant’ neans the Farm and Access and Conservation for Thriving Communities Program established
pursuant to this division.

(d) "Qualified entity" neans any of the follow ng entities:

(1) A nonprofit organization with tax-exenpt status pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of Title 26 of the
United States Code.

(2) A public agency.

(3) A farner_ cooperative.

(4) A tribal governnent.

(5) Atribal entity.

(6) An agricultural land trust, the prinmary purpose of which is the preservation, protection, or
enhancenent _of land in its natural, scenic, historical, agricultural, forested, or open-space condition
or_use.

(e) "Qualified farner participant" neans a farm enterprise, whose beneficial owners are beginning
farnmers or ranchers, socially disadvantaged farners or ranchers, or tribal producers, that commits to
using practices, nethodologies, and techniques that inprove soil health, biodiversity, conservation, and
long-termsustainability in the production of agricultural crops to be sold in commerce or distributed.
10104.

(a) The Farnl and Access and Conservation for Thriving Communities Programis hereby established in the
depart ment .

The departnent shall adninister the program consistent with Section 93550 and nmay adm nister the program
through the California Farnl and Conservancy Program established pursuant to Division 10.2 (conmencing
with Section 10200).

(b) Under the program the departnent shall provide grants and related technical assistance to qualified
entities for the purpose of acquiring agricultural |lands to transfer or provide |ong-termleases to
gualified farmer participants to support agricultural |land acquisition and protection.




10106.

Activities eligible for funding through the program may include, but are not limted to, all of the
foll owi ng:

(a) Acquisition planning and developnent, including, but not linmted to, all of the follow ng:

(1) Providing support to assist with land identification.

(2) Determning zoning and | and-use restrictions and verifying water rights and access to irrigation.

(3) Inspecting soil quality, perform ng environnental reviews, and assessing inpacts.

(4) Retaining legal services with regard to acquiring agricultural land by qualified entities and the
subsequent _sale or leasing of that land to qualified farner participants in accordance wth program

requirenents.
(5) Ensuring conpliance for pernitting.

(6) Surveying cultural resources.

(7) Testing of water quality and assessing the condition of existing irrigation infrastructure,
including well condition and output.

(b) Purchase of fee title to agricultural |and.
(c) Purchase of easenents, including, but not linmited to, conservation easenents, reserved interest

conservation easenents, or cultural access easenents.

(d) Technical assistance, including, but not limted to, retaining the services of |licensed attorneys,
real estate brokers, business planning consultants, farner cooperative nanagenent consultants, and
property appraisers.

(e) Land inprovenents that will directly benefit the land and the individuals nmanaging the land and their

conmi tnent to conservation and sustai nable | and use.

10108.

In providing funding pursuant to the program the departnent shall do all of the follow ng:

(a) Prioritize funding for activities that benefit socially disadvantaged farners or ranchers.

(b) Prioritize funding to tribal governnents and tribal entities to secure agricultural |and, including
reclainmng ancestral lands, for sustainable food production and stewardship of cultural resources.

(c) Require, and to the extent feasible ensure, that the proceeds of future resale of |land continue to
be used for_ purposes of the program

(d) To the extent feasible, ensure that no nore than 15 percent of funding provided under the programis
used for those expenses described in subdivision (e) of Section 10106.

(e) To the extent feasible, allocate at |least 33 percent of funding provided under the program during
each grant cycle to tribal governnments and tribal entities.

10110.

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a gualified entity that receives funding under the program
shall do either of the following within five yvears of acquiring agricultural |and with funds provided
under the program

(1) Transfer the agricultural land to a gqualified farner participant in accordance with both of the
following criteria:

(A) The agricultural land is subject to an easenent that neets the requirenents of Chapter 4 (commencing
with Section 815) of Title 2 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Civil Code and that is recorded before or
sinmultaneously with the transfer to the qualified farnmer participant.

(B) The agricultural land is subject to any additional appropriate resale restrictions required by the
departnent, such as affordability provisions, preenptive purchase rights, or shared appreciation,
consistent with the purposes of the program

(2) Enter into a long-termlease of the agricultural land with a qualified farner participant in
accordance with all of the following criteria:

(A (i) The termof the lease is at |least 10 years and no nore than the tine period described in Section
717 of the Civil Code.

(ii) Notwi thstanding clause (i), the duration of the |ease nay be fewer than 10 vears if the initial
termconbined with options to renew the | ease on the sane or simlar terns as the initial term
collectively anpbunt to at |east 20 years.

(B) The lease authorizes, during the termof the |lease, the qualified farner participant to termnate
the lease with advanced notice.

(C) _The |l ease provides the qualified farner participant with the opportunity to purchase the |and at or
before the end of the |lease termthrough a purchase option or a right of first refusal in the |ease
agreenent .

(D) The agricultural land is subject to an easenent that neets the requirenents of Chapter 4 (commencing
with Section 815) of Title 2 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Civil Code and that is recorded before or




simul taneously with the |lease to the qualified farnmer participant.

(E) The agricultural land is subject to any additional appropriate resale restrictions required by the
departnment, such as affordability provisions, preenptive purchase rights, or shared appreciation
consistent with the purposes of the program

(b) If a farner cooperative receives a grant pursuant to the program the farner cooperative may

mai ntain ownership of the agricultural land if it records a conservation easenent against the
agricultural land that neets the requirenents of Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 815) of Title 2 of
Part 2 of Division 2 of the Gvil Code and it records any additional appropriate resale restrictions
required by the department, such as affordability provisions, preenptive purchase rights, or shared
appreciation, consistent with the purposes of the program

10112.

(a) This division shall beconme operative upon the Legislature nmaking an appropriation to the departnent
fromthe funding authorized in Section 93550

(b) This division shall becone inoperative on July 1, 2041, or when the funding authorized in Section
93550 has been fully spent and is no |longer available to support or administer the program whichever
occurs sooner

(c) This division shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2042, and as of that date is repeal ed
SEC.

2.

Section 10239 of the Public Resources Code is anended to read

10239.

The director shall disburse funds to an applicant for a grant for the acquisition of fee title to
agricultural land only if the applicant agrees to all of the follow ng conditions

(a) Upon acquisition of the property, treat the property as encunbered by an agricultural conservation
easenent subject to this division and approved by the departnent.

(b) (1) sell the fee title subject to an agricultural conservation easenent approved by the departnent
to a private |andowner within three vears of the acquisition of the fee title.

(2) This subdivision does not apply to land acquired and entered into a |lease pursuant to Division 10.1
(commencing with Section 10100)

(c) Reinburse the fund directly fromescrow within 30 days after the sale of the restricted fee title by
an_anount _equal to the departnent's proportional share of the net proceeds of the sale

(1) For purposes of this subdivision, "net proceeds of the sale" neans the fair market value of the |and
less the value of the easenent and associated transaction costs

(2) The departnent's proportional share of the net proceeds of the sale shall be calculated using a
factor reflecting the departnent's proportional share of the purchase price paid by the applicant in the
original acquisition of fee title, taking into account contributions fromall sources toward that
original purchase price

SEC._

3.

Section 14581.1 of the Public Resources Code is anended to read
14581. 1.

(a) The departnent shall expend in each fiscal year, fromthe noneys set aside in the fund pursuant to
subdivision (c) of Section 14580, twenty nmillion nine hundred seventy-four thousand dollars
($20,974,000), plus the cost-of-living adjustnent, as provided in subdivision (c), less fifteen mllion
dollars ($15,000,000), in the formof grants for beverage container litter reduction prograns and
recycling prograns, including education and outreach, issued to either of the follow ng

(1) Certified comunity conservation corps that were in existence on Septenber 30, 1999, or that are
fornmed subsequent to that date, that are designated by a city or a city and county to performlitter
abatenent, recycling, and related activities, if the city or the city and county has a population, as
determ ned by the nobst recent census, of nore than 250, 000 persons

(2) Conmmunity conservation corps that are designated by a county to performlitter abatenent, recycling
and related activities, and are certified by the California Conservation Corps as having operated for a
m ni mum of two years and as neeting all other criteria of Section 14507.5

(b) The grants provided pursuant to this section shall not conprise nore than 75 percent of the annua
budget of a community conservation corps, except for the 2026-27 fiscal vyear

(c) The ampunt of twenty nillion nine hundred seventy-four thousand dollars ($20,974,000) that is
referenced in subdivision (a) is a base ampunt for the 2014-15 fiscal year, and the departnent shal

adj ust that amount annually to reflect any increases or decreases in the cost of living as nmeasured by
the Departnent of Labor or a successor agency of the federal governnent.

(d) For the 2014-15 fiscal year only, the anpunt to be expended fromthe fund for the purposes specified




in subdivision (a) shall be increased by seven nmillion five hundred thousand dollars ($7,500,000).

(e) For the 2026-27 fiscal year only, the anpbunt to be expended fromthe fund for purposes specified in
subdivision (a) shall be increased by sixty mllion dollars ($60,000,000).

SEC.
4.

(a) For purposes of this section, "reserve" neans the Point Lobos State Natural Reserve in the County of
Mont er ey.

(b) To conprehensively address traffic congestion, public safety, and public access to the reserve in
the County of Mnterey, the Departnent of Parks and Recreation shall, in consultation with the

California Coastal Conmission, the Transportation Agency, and the Mnterey County District 5 Supervisor,
prepare and submit a report to the Legislature, in conpliance with Section 9795 of the Governnent Code,
by April 1, 2027, summarizing findings and options pursuant to subdivision (c) to reduce traffic
congestion and unsafe parking conditions along H ghway 1 and to mexim ze public access, resource
protection, and the overall visitor experience for the reserve.

(c) The report subnitted pursuant to subdivision (b) shall, to the extent possible, include, but is not
limted to, all of the follow ng:

(1) Ways to inprove public safety and nore evenly and safely disburse visitor day use throughout the
reserve.

(2) ldentification of existing parking areas within the Hi ghway 1 right-of-way where parking patterns
are unsafe for pedestrians walking to and fromthe reserve entrance, including, but not linmted to, the
approximately 90 parallel parking spaces along the highway south of the reserve between the main
entrance and the highway pullout closest to G bson Beach.

(3) Identification of potential traffic-calning neasures, including assessnent of signs and reflectors
needed to warn drivers of pedestrian activity in the area.

(4) ldentification of potential supplenental access points that can serve as additional pedestrian
entrances.

(d) The sumof one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) is hereby appropriated fromthe General
Fund to the Departnent of Parks and Recreation for direct expenditure or to contract for services to
assist with the report submtted pursuant to subdivision (b).

Any contract entered into for purposes of this section shall not be subject to the conpetitive bidding
process outlined in Sections 10339 and 10340 of the Public Contract Code.

(e) Pursuant to Section 10231.5 of the Governnent Code, this section shall becone inoperative on April
1, 2031, and, as of January 1, 2032, is repealed.

SEC.

5.

The Legislature finds and declares that a special statute is necessary and that a general statute cannot
be nmade applicable within the neaning of Section 16 of Article IV of the California Constitution because
of the unique circunstances of the Point Lobos State Natural Reserve in the County of Mnterey.

SEC.

6.

I f the Conmi ssion on State Mandates deternmines that this act contains costs mandated by the state,
rei nbursenent _to | ocal agencies and school districts for those costs shall be nade pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the CGovernnent Code.

SEC.

7.

This act is a bill providing for appropriations related to the Budget Bill w thin the neaning of
subdivision (e) of Section 12 of Article IV of the California Constitution, has been identified as
related to the budget in the Budget Bill, and shall take effect immediately.
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