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ENROLLED CouheitnmrberORl G NAL Brooke—Ri-At-o—4—A RRORCSED-RESOLUTI ON #25- 164
—————— 0 IN THE COUNCI L OF THE DI STRICT OF COLUMBI A June 6, 2023 To declare the

exi stence of an energency with respect to the need to anend section 23-581(a)(3) of the District of

Col unbia O ficial Code to make a technical correction to clarify that a | aw enforcenent officer may
arrest, without a warrant having been previously issued, a person that the officer has probable cause to
bel i eve has committed the offense of fleeing fromthe scene of an accident, if the officer has

reasonabl e grounds to believe that, unless the person is imediately arrested, reliable evidence of

al cohol or drug use may becone unavail able or the person may cause personally injury or property damage.
(a) Section 23-581 of the District of Colunbia Oficial Code ("Section 23-581") provides authority for

| aw enforcenment officers to arrest persers—persons w thout a warrant having been issued-i ssued in
limted circunstances.

Section 23-581(a)(3) cross-references BD-G-section 10(a) of the District of Colunbia Traffic Act, 1925,
approved March 3, 1925 (43 Stat.

D. C.

Oficial Code Sec. 50-2201.05(a)) ("D.C

Oficial Code Sec. 50-2201.05"), which previously established the offense of fleeing fromthe scene of

the accident;

O ficial Code Sec. 50-2201.05(a) was repeal ed by section 102(e)102? of the Conprehensive | npaired

Driving and Al cohol Testing Program Anendnent Act of 20422012, {(~Act——effective April 27, 2013 (D.C
Law 19- 266: ) ) ) ) . ; ; S

at—-B-C-

Oifici-al59 CodeDCR Ses—12957) 50-("Act") . —2201-056—but—the—Act—f-ai-led—to—amend—D-C

Ok -ci-al-The CodeAct Sec—established 23-581{a)(3)a tonearly makeidentical aoffense, conrtorm-hgentitled
apendrert—"1 eaving after colliding, " which is codified at D.C.

O ficial Wihowt-Code HeghshationSec. +050-2201. 05¢, eo+eetbut thi-s—ert-0ReoUs—c08s-—tof-erancer—aw

en-f-epemn-t—ei-f-l-eer-s—nay—l-a-e-lht he e*pl—u—e-o—t—Act a-u-t-hem—t—yf ailed to sakeanend ansection aest+23-581(a)(3)
A bei U\ —i-ssued A 2 8 as—p+o cabse—t 0 beli-evenake a

pepsenconform ng a-san‘endn‘ent —f-l-eeu—ng—t—lma—seene—ei—a-n—aee-u—den-t—

(c) Wthout leqgislation to correct this erroneous cross-reference, law enforcenent officers may |lack the

explicit authority to make an arrest w thout a warrant being previously issued ENROLED ORI G NAL where

the officer has probable cause to believe a person is fleeing the scene of an accident.

(d) Energency legislation is necessary to anend section 23-581(a)(3) to reference the authority provided
at_D.C

The Council ef—the—Dstiict—of—Colunbia—det erm nes that the circunmstances enunerated in section 2
constitute emergency circunstances making it necessary that the Law Enforcement Arrest Authority
Techni cal Correction Energency Arendnent Act of 2023 be adopted after a single reading.

Generated by One Click Politics — a computer-generated comparison, not an authoritative print.



