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8449 To[ Report r-eq-u-r-el\k)

118-740, Part 1] To require the Secretary of Transportation to issue a rule requiring access to AM
broadcast stations in motor vehicles, and for other purposes.

which was referred to the Conmittee on Energy and Conmerce, and in addition to the Conmittees on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and Honel and Security, for a period to be subsequently deternined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
conmi ttee concerned Novenber Al8,
BlLL2024 FoReported regui-~efromthe SecretaryConmittee ofon Fahrsportati-orEnerqy teand issueConmerce
aw th ~ueanendnents regqui+-hg[ Strike accessout teall AMafter breadeastthe statiensenacting clause and
insert the part printed in sotoeritalic] wehicles—Novenber 18, 2024 Conmittees on Transportation and
forlnfrastructure etherand pw—poses—Honel and_Security di scharged;

committed to the Committee of the Wole House on the State of the Union and ordered to be printed [For
text of introduced bill, see copy of bill as introduced on May 17, 2024]

A BILL To require the Secretary
of Transportation to issue a rule requiring access to AM broadcast stations in notor vehicles, and for
ot her purposes.

(3) AM broadcast station.--The term °AM broadcast station'' neans a radi o broadcast statienstation--
(A) licensed by the Federal Communications Conmmission for the dissemination of radi o commri-cati-ons-—
communi cati ons—A) i ntended to be received by the public;

(6) Device.--The term “device'' neans a piece of equipnent or an apparatus that is designed-- (A) to

receive signals transmtted by a radi o broadcast stationstation; —(as—defined—ih—section—3—of—the

Conpmumnicatiaone Act of 1924 (/I7 LIS C
153
(7) Digital audio am broadcast station.-- (A) In general.--The term "digital audio AM broadcast

station'' neans an AM broadcast station that-—{hat (9-uses isan H-censedl n byBand theOn Channel DAB
System (as defined in section 73.402 of title 47, Code of Federal Commuhri-cationrsRequl ations
Conmi-ssi-oh—(0or _a successor _requlation)) for broadcasting purposes.

anpd(B) (--Exclusion.--The usesterm  ~digital audio AM broadcast station'' does not include an lh-
banrdAl | -digital Gr—echarnrel-AM systenstation (as defined in section 73.402 of title 47, Code of Federal
Regul ations (or a successor regw-atioeny-requl ation)) . —Fer—broadcasti-Rg—puposes—

B)}(8) Exclusi-op——mThel PAWS. - - The ter m —di-gi-ta_" | PAWS' ' audi-eneans AM he broadeastpublic
stati-onr—al ert deesand aetwarni ng +heudesyst em arof atdt—di-gitakt he AMUNi t ed stati-erStates (asdescri bed
defi-hed—i n section 3402526 of tittethe 44-Honel and CedeSecurity Act of Federal2002 Regulations(6

(-er-USC—a—s-uc-c-ess-er—r—eg-bH—a-t—l—en-)—)—.—

(11) Receive——-TheRadi 0 broadcast station.--The term —~eceive— "radi 0 AeanRsbroadcast testation''
eceivehas at he breadeast-neani nq sghakgi ven w-at he ever—the—ai+t er m t+ahsHi-ssi-eh~in_section 3 of the
Communi cations Act of 1934 (47 U.sS.C

12)-153) . —Sec = : - s

£3-(12) So-g-naJ——;heRadl 0 te+wmstation —s-l-g-na-l—l icense. --The meahrsterm ~adi-6_radi 0 H-egquehcy—ehergy
that—a—hol-der—of—a—radi-o—st ati on H-censel i cense' ' grartedhas o+t he authoerizedneani ng bygi ven the
Federalkt er m Cormhi-cati-oasi N Corm-ssohsect | on pu-suaht-3—t-o—secti-ores—301—anrd—30+ of the Conmuni cations
Act of 1934 (47 us.C

£4)-(13) StahdardRecei ve. --The eq-m-pm-t—.—lhe—term&-t—a-nda-r—d receive'' egu-pRBAt——NEANS ABLOGHL O
vehiclerecei ve eguiprs ) i

hastalled—as—a s-y-s-t-em-broadcast pa-r-t-,- gnal e+via e@n@onem-over the air ei-transm ssi on. —a—nm-or—ueh-l-e-l-a
as—originally panufactured-
anRd(14) (B)ySecretary. --The theterm raruiactue~ Secretary'' efneans the sesterSecretary wehi-che




pa-)umm-,—or—s-uaae-ha-pg-e-.—be*ond—pha—base—pu-ee—of aTransoortaU on. —FFBI—O-I’—V-Oh-I—G-I—O-—
(15) Signal.--The term "signal'' neans radio frequency energy that a holder of a radio station |license
intentionally enmits or causes to be enitted at a specified frequency for the purpose of transmtting
content or programming to the public.

(16) Standard equipnent.--The term  “standard equipnent'' neans notor vehicle equipnent (as defined in
section 30102(a) of title 49, United States Code) that-- (A) is installed as a system part, or
conponent of a passenger notor vehicle as originally nmanufactured;

and (B) the manufacturer of the passenger notor vehicle recomends or authorizes to be included in the
passenger notor vehicle for no additional or separate nonetary fee, paynent, or surcharge, beyond the
base price of the passenger notor_ vehicle.

(17) State.--The term  "“State'' neans each State of the United States, the District of Colunbia, each
commonweal th, territory, or possession of the United States, and each federally recognized Indian Tribe.
(a) Rule Required.--Not later than 1 year after the date of enactnent of this Act, the Secretary, in
consul tation with the Adm nistrator and the Federal Communications Conm ssion, shall issue a rule-- (1)
requiring devices that can receive signals and play content transnmtted by AM broadcast stations be
install ed as standard equi pnent in passenger notor vehicles-- (A) manufactured in the United States for
sale in the United States, inported into the United States, or shipped in interstate commerce;

(2) requiring access to AM broadcast stations through the devices required under paragraph (1) in a

manner that is easily accessible to adrivers; —driver—after—the—effective—date—of—the—ruler-
and (3) allowi ng a manufacturer to conply with that rule by installing devices as _described in paragraph

(1 that can receive signals and pI ay content transmtted by d| gital audi o AM broadcast

(c) I nteri m Requirenent.--For passenger notor vehicles nanufactured after the date of enactnent of this
Act and manufactured in the United States for sale in the United States, inported into the United
States, or shipped in interstate commerce betweerduring the period e+tire-begi nning on the day after
the date of enactment of this Act and ending on_the day before the effective date of the rule issued
under subsection (a) that do not include devices that can receive signals and play content transnmitted
by AM broadcast stations, the nanufacturer of the passenger notor vehicles-- (1) shall provide clear and
conspi cuous | abeling to inform purchasers of those passenger notor vehicles that the passenger notor
vehi cl es do not include devices that can receive signals and play content transnitted by AM broadcast
stations;

and (2) may not charge an additional or separate nonetary fee, paynent, or surcharge, beyond the base
price of the passenger notor vehicles, for access to AM broadcast stations for the period eftiae
described in this subsection.

(d) Relationship to Gther Laws—-\aenlaws.--After the ruledate issuedof uhderenactnent subsecti-onrof
=a)>this isAct, —n—effect— a State or a political subdivision of a State may not prescribe or continue in
effect a law, regulation, or other requirenent applicable to access to AM broadcast stations in
passenger notor vehicles.

(e) Enforcenent.-- (1) Civil penalty.--Any person fa-hgwho tevi ol at es cerply—w-th-the rule issued
under subsection (a) shall be liable to the United States Governnent for a civil penalty irunder
accordance—w-th—section 30165(a) (1) of title 49, United States Cede~Code, as if that rule were a

requl ation described in that section.

(2) Gvil action.--The Attorney General may bring a civil action under section 30163 of title 49, United
States Code, in an appropriate district court of the United States to enjoin a violation of the rule

i ssued under subsection (a) +rof accerdancethi s w-thsection, seetieras 30163if efthat titlerule 48-were
Uniteda Statesrequl ation Cede~described in subsection (a)(1) of that section 30163.

and (iv) whether other | PAWS communi cation technol ogi es are capabl e of ensuring the President (or a

desi gnee) can reach at |east 90 percent of the population of the United States at a tinme of crisis,
including at night;

£-(4) Briefing and Repert—report.-- (A Briefing.--Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactnment of this Act, the Conptroller General shall brief the appropriate commttees of Congress on the
results of the study required by subsestisenparagraph &-4)—(1), including recommendations for

| egi slation and adninistrative action as the Conptroller General deternines appropriate.

(2>(B) Report.--Not later than 180 days after the date on which the Conptroller General provides the
briefing required under paragaphsubparagraph &5—(A), the Conptroller General shall submt to the
appropriate commttees of Congress a report describing the results of the study required under
subsesti-enpar agr aph H9-4)—(1)., including recommendations for |egislation and adninistrative action as
the Conptroller General determ nes appropriate.

h)-(g) Review --Not |ess frequently than once every 5 years after the date on which the Secretary
ssuedi ssues the rule required by subsection (a), the Secretary, in coordination with the Adm nistrator




and the Federal Communications Commi ssion, shall submit to the appropriate commttees of Congress a
report that shall include an assessnent of-- (1) the inpacts of the rule issued under that subsection,
including the inpacts on public safety;

and (2) possible changes to | PAWS communi cation technol ogi es that_would enable resilient and accessible
alerts to drivers and passengers of passenger notor vehicles.

<all=Anend the title so as to read:

A bill to require the Secretary of Transportation to issue a rule requiring access to AM broadcast
stations in passenger notor vehicles, and for other purposes.''.
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R.
8449 [ Report No.
118-740, Part 1] ABILL To

require the Secretary of Transportation to issue a rule requiring access to AM broadcast stations in
not or_vehicles, and for other purposes.

Novenber 18, 2024 Reported from
the Committee on Energy and Commerce with anmendnents Novenber 18, 2024 Conmittees on Transportation and
Infrastructure and Honel and Security discharged;

committed to the Committee of the Wwole House on the State of the Union and ordered to be printed
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