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A BILL To prohibit the

i npl ementation of certain docunents until the Assistant Adnministrator for Fisheries of the National
Marine Fisheries Service issues docunents relating to the Rice's whale.

PRCHI Bl TI ON ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF CERTAI N DOCUMENTSACTI ONS UNTI L | SSUANCE OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO RICE' S
VHALE.

1531 et seq.) and the Marine Manmal Protection Act (16 U-S—C-U.S.C 1371 et seq.).

1371(2) e+BOEM seg—)—actions.--The Assistant Adnministrator and the Director may not inplenent,

adm ni ster, or _enforce the BCEM Actions until the Assistant Adm nistrator issues a revised Biological
Qpinion as a result of reinitiated consultation with the Director under section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act _of (16 U.S.C

and (B) that any party directly inpacted by the StipuatedBOEM Agieenent-Act i Ons—o+—Noti-ce—to—Lessees
shall-- (i) have routine and continuing opportunities to discuss and submt information to the action
agency for consideration during the devel opment of any biol ogi cal assessment or proposed action;

(d) Leasing Activities.--The Secretary of the Interior may not rely on the—Sti-pu-ated-Agreersnt—or

inpl enent the NeticeBOEM t8Act i ons—Lessees in carrying out offshore oil and gas |easing activities under
the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C

(3) Di+eector—TheBOEM actions. - - The ter m —Di+ecto+——_"BCOEM amansActions'' neans-- (A) the

Directorexclusion fromleasing in the Gulf of Mexico Quter Continental Shelf O 1 and Gas Lease Sal e of
acreage between the Bureaul00 neter and 400 neter isobaths across the northern GQulf of OsearMexico
Energyas Managersnt—identified in the docunent titled "~ Gulf of Mexico Quter Continental Shelf G 1 _and

Gas Lease Sale 261'' (88 Fed.

58300;

publ i shed August 25, 2023);

(B) the inposition in the Gulf of Mexico Quter Continental Shelf Ol and Gas Lease Sale 261 of |ease
stipulations that limt vessel operation pursuant to section |V(4) of such docunent;

and (C) the Notice to Lessees.

(4) Director.--The term "Director'' neans the Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent.

(5) Notice to |essees.--The term "Notice to Lessees'' neans the docunent titled " "Notice to Lessees and
Operators of Federal G 1 and Gas, and Sul phur lLeases in the Gulf of Mexico Quter Continental Shelf;
(5)-(6) State.--The term " State'' neans each of the States of Al abanm, Louisiana, M ssissippi, and
Texas.
£6)Anend St i 3
Aq-pu-a-t-edas Ag-r-eem-t—to Stayr ead: . ead —Dr-es-ead-l—ng-s—(—J-bH—y—&l—.—&O&S—
Docket " A Ne~bill to prohibit the inplenentation of certain actions until the Assistant Admnistrator
for Fisheries of the National Mrine Fisheries Service issues docunents relating to the Rice's whale.'"'.
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