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Substitute to Bill -- Supporting children and families.
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S-4210.2S-3867. 2 SUBSHFHJE-SENATE BI LL 6109 State of Washington 68th Legislature 2024 Regul ar Session
By —Senate—HuraRr—Servi-ces—{or-ginally-—sponrsored—by Senators C
Mson)-W | son READRead RMRSH irst FH-Metine 04/423/24-01/10/24.

Referred to Conmittee on Hunman Services.

anmendi ng RCW 13. 34. 050, 26.44.050, 26.44.056, 26.44.030, and 2.56.230;
reenacting and anendi ng RCW 13-—34-—-065-13. 34. 065-43—34—-030+ and 74. 14B. 005;
addi ng_a new section to chapter 43.330 RCW

1227, the legislature stated that it found that children and fanilies are better served when the state
provides support to allow children to be p.

1 SSBSB 6109 6 ! 2 d Fit-es—3 5 A
s:-a:-e—p&ew—d-es—s-up-peﬁ—t—e—a-l—Lew—dm—Ld&en—t—e—be cared for by Ioved ones and in thel r own communities.

(3) The legislature H-pdsintends thatto evenaprovide inclarity weryto saalljudges, guantities—social
hi-gh-potencywor kers, syntheticadvocates, opioidsand rayfanilies beand kethaldirect guidance about the
safety threat that highly potent synthetic opioids pose to avul nerabl e ehidd~children.

3)—The | egi sl ature i-htendsdecl ares tot hat prowvi-det he elaritypresence t80r ju4dges—exposure socakof
workers-hi ghl y adweeat-es—pot ent ardsynt heti ¢ fam-t-es0opi 0i ds ardshoul d di+eet-be gui-danrcegi ven abedt-great
thewei ght ~-skin efdeterm ni ng +ethak-tywhet her thata hi-gh-potencychild synrtheticis epioidsin

posei i nent tephysi cal ehildren~harm as a result of abuse or_ neglect.

(((b))) (ii) the allegations contained in the petition, if true, establish that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that renoval is necessary to prevent inmmnent physical harmto the child due to child
abuse or neglest{{~neglect ((, including that which results from sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or a
pattern of severe neglect));

(b) The child abuse or neglect establishing the basis for a determ nation of inmmnent physical harm

under_(a) of this subsection may include, but is not Ilimted to, child abuse or neglect resulting from
2 SSBSB 6109 (-b-)-( ) FheSexual ehit-dabuse; shi } } }

(iii) APresence patternof a high-potency synthetic opioid in the hone or_exposure of sewerethe

Reglests—child to a high-potency synthetic opioid;

or (iv) EndangeraentA w-thpattern high—potencyof synthetiesevere eopioi-ds—negl ect.

Endangermmnt(c) w-thThe court shall give great weight to the presence of a high-potency synthetic
opi-oi-dsopi 0i d eccusi n whent he hone or exposure of the child by a parent, guardian, or |egal custodian
khowi-hglyt 0 e+a ht-enti-erallyhi gh- pot ency e+~eatessynt heti c aopi 0i d, ~-skwhi ch +hatmay arequire

chi-dr enpval wi--of bet he harredchil d f~ort 0 exposure~prevent ihRgestionr~i i nent rhatlati-or-physical
orhar m centact-due w-t-ht 0 hi-gh-—pot-enreychi | d syht-heticabuse epiei-ds—or negl ect.

When eval uati ng whet her endangermentfhe withpresence of a high-potency synthetic epieidsopioid
Recessitatesi N ~erpvakt he hone or exposure of the child teby preventa w-henrtparent, physieal-guardi an
harppr duel egal custodian to ehidda abusehi gh-potency ersynthetic neglest—opi 0i d necessitates renoval of
the child, the court shall consider —at—a—mnipm the foll owing factors:

AX(i) RublicAge heakthof gui-delihest he ardchil d bestor prastises~children in the hone;

B)y(ii) AgeWether ef—the child eris ehitdrenparticularly imvulnerable given the hess~child' s nedical or
devel opnental condi tions;

and (G-(iii) MhetherThe theri sk ehildof isaccidental partiewlartyingestion wHherable—gi-ven—the—child—s
Aedi-cal—or developreatali nhal ati on. —coRdi-ti-oAs—

(1)(a) Wien a child is renpved or when the petitioner is seeking the renoval of a child fromthe child's
parent, guardian, or |legal p—custodian, the court shall hold a shelter care hearing within 72 hours,
excludi ng_Saturdays, Sundays, and hol i days.

3The SSBprimary 6109p. —cust-odi-3

Salwrdays—Sundaye—and-heoldays

Fhe3 pr-RarySB 6109 purpose of the shelter care hearing is to determ ne whether the child can be




i mredi ately and safely returned home while the adjudication of the dependency is pending.

and p~(iii) If the parent, guardian, or custodian is not represented by counsel, the right to be
represented.

4-S8B-6E00—H——3-—I f the parent, guardian, or sustsehahRp. —-S—RBL—FepeSehRt-ed—by—couhRselr—Hhe—H-ght—b—be
Fepresented—

4 theSB parent—6109—guardian—or custodian is indigent, the court shall appoint counsel as provided in
RCW 13. 34. 090;

If the dependency petition or other infornmation before the court alleges that experiencing honel essness
or the lack of suitable housing was a significant factor contributing to the removal of the child, the
court shall inguire as to whether housing assistance was provided to p.

5 SSBSB 6109—si-gwi- s 3 } } as
mmmrg—asa-m-a-ﬁm—vas—ppew-ded—t-e the famly to prevent or eI|mnate the need for rermval of
the child or children;

or (B)(I) Renoval of the child is necessary to prevent inmmnent physical harmdue to child abuse or
negl ect, including that which p.

6 SSBSB 6109 A physi-6a 3 i chi
abuse—er—nng-ea-,—r-ns-LudJ-ng—Lha-t—th-c-h—results from sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, {e-0r a
pattern of severe negl ect, g A s -oi-ds—as—descri-bed—i A
1334050~ notw t hstandi ng an order entered pursuant to RC\N26 44, 063

The existence of community or famly poverty, isolation, single parenthood, age of the parent, crowded
or inadequate housing, substance abuse, prenatal drug or al cohol exposure, nental illness, disability or
speci al needs of the parent or child, or nonconform ng social behavior does not by itself constitute

i mm nent physi cal harm-harm .

The court shall give great weight to the presence of a high-potency synthetic opioid in the hone or
exposure of the child by a parent, quardian, or legal custodian to a high-potency synthetic opioid,
which may require renmoval of the child to prevent inmmnent physical harmdue to child abuse or neglect.
When eval uating whether the presence of a high-potency synthetic opioid in the hone or exposure of the
child by a parent, quardian, or |legal custodian to a high- potency synthetic opioid necessitates renoval
of the child, the court shall consider the follow ng factors:

(1) Age of the child or children in the hone;

(2) whether the child is particularly vulnerable given the child' s nedical or devel opnental conditions;
and (3) the risk of accidental ingestion or inhalation;

The court shall not order a parent to participate in prevention services over the objection of the
parent, however, parents shaII have the opportunlty to consult with eeam&el—p_—pr-r-ght-e—dem-da-ng—uhm-her-

7 _SB 6109 counsel prior to deciding whether to agree to proposed prevention services as a condition of
having the child return to or remain in the care of the parent;

(c)(i) If the court does not release the child to his or her parent, guardian, or |egal custodian, the
court shall order placenment p~with a relative or other suitable person as described in RCW
13.34.130(1)(b), unless the petitioner establishes that there is reasonable cause to believe that:

#(A) SSBPl acenent 6308in w-thlicensed af oster ~elativecare e~ s ethernecessary su-tableto persenprevent
asi nmi nent desecr-bedphysi cal rharm ROA 0 13+34+—130(1l)(b)+t he uhlesschild thedue petitiohrerto
establisheschi | d abuse or neglect, including that the~ewhich results from sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, or a pattern of severe neglect, because no relative or other suitable person_is

reasonablecapabl e eauseof teensuring belewethe that—basic safety of the child;

(A) An inconplete departnent or fingerprint-based background check, if such relative or other suitable
person appears otherw se suitable and corrpetent to provide care and treatnent, but the backgrourdp.

8 SB 6109 background checks nust be conpleted as soon as possible after placenent;

(C) Disbelief on the part of the relative or other suitable person that the parent, guardi an, or |egal
custodi an presents a p—danger to the child, provided the caregiver will protect the safety of the child
and conmply with court orders regarding contact with a parent, guardian, or |egal custodian;




) Fon:
9 SB 6109 (i) Consider the assessnent required under RCW13.34.420 and subnitted as part of the
departnent's social study, and any related docunentation;

and p—(iii) Approve or disapprove the child' s placenent in the qualified residential treatnment program

10 SB 6109 (C) The child will be placed with a sibling or siblings, and whether court-ordered sibling
contact woul d pronote the well-being of the child;

p~(A) Place the child in a less restrictive placenent;

e-o-pe-m-t-a-n-ees.—

11 SB 6109 shelter care decision of placenment shall be nodified only upon a showi ng of change in
circunmstances.

(ii) If the court previously ordered that visitation between a parent and child be supervised or

noni tored, there shall be a presunption that such supervision or nonitoring will no |onger be necessary
following a continued shelter care order under (a)(i) of p~this subsection.

12 SB 6109 (d) The first visit nust take place within 72 hours of the child being delivered into the
custody of the departnent, unless the court finds that extraordinary circunstances require delay.
p—(1) Except as provided in RCOW 26.44. 030(12), upon the receipt of a report alleqging that abuse or
negl ect has occurred, the |law enforcenent agency or the departnment nust investigate and provide the
protective services section with a report _in accordance with chapter 74.13 RCW and where necessary to
refer such report to the court.

12(2) SSBA 6109] aw (-enforcenent Exeeptofficer asmay prowvi-dedt ake, hor ROAfause 26+44-—030(12)—t0
uponrbe thetaken, receipta ofchild into custody without a ~epertcourt aklegi-hgorder if there is probable
cause to believe that taking the child into custody is necessary to prevent inm nent physical harmto
the child due to child abuse or neglesctneqgl ect ((, hasincluding ecet+ed~t hat thewhich lawresults
enf-orcenentf r om ageneysexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or thea departheatpattern rustof

i-hAvesti-gatesevere neglect,)) and prowi-de—t he protectivechi|ld serwi-ceswul d secti-orbe wi-thseriously
ai nj ured ~epert-or hcoul d accerdanrcenot wi-thbe chaptert aken #4-—13i nt o RAALcust ody ardi f whereit were

necessary to ~eferfirst suchobtain ~eperta court order pursuant to theRCW cowt—13. 34. 050.

(c) APresence patterrof a high-potency synthetic opioid in the hone or exposure of sewverethe
neglect—child to a high-potency synthetic opioid;

or (d) EndangerasntA wi-thpattern hi-gh-—potencyof synthetiesevere epioidsnegl ect . —as—desei-bed—in—ROW
1334050

(1)(a) An administrator of a hospital or siml ar institution or any physician, |icensed pursuant to
chapters 18.71 or 18.57 RON may de:-a-l-np_ 3 A pons

RROU-DED-13 Fhat-SB such6109 admi-hi-st+atoerdetai n e+a ph*s-l—e-l—a-nchl | d shatwi t hout retidfyconsent of a

person legally responsible for the child whether or not nedical treatment is required, if there is
probabl e cause p~to believe that detaining the child is necessary to prevent inminent physical harmto
the child due to child abuse or _neglect((, including that which results from sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, or a pattern of severe neglect,)) and the child would be seriously injured or could not be
taken into custody if it were necessary to first obtain a court order under RCW13.34.050:

13PROVI DED, SSBThat 6409such administrator or physician shall notify or cause to be notified the
appropriate | aw enforcenent agency or child protective services pursuant to RCW 26. 44. 040.




(iii) APresence patterrof a high-potency synthetic opioid in the hone or exposure of sewersthe
Aeglects-child to a high-potency synthetic opioid;

or (iv) EndangerhentA w-thpattern hi-gh-potencyof syntheti-csevere opioi-dsnegl ect . —as—desci-bed—ih-ROW
1334050

RCW 13—34-03026. 44. 030 and 20212019 c 304172 s 16 aRd—202l—c—64—s—2—-are each-reenracted—and anended to
read as follows:

Fhe(1) (a) definitions\en ihany thispractitioner, sestiercounty applycoroner th~eughout-or thi-snedi cal
chapterexam ner, whless|law enforcenent officer, professional school personnel, reqgistered or licensed
nurse, social service counselor, psychologist, pharmacist, enployee of the eenrtext-departnent eearyof
regui-eschil dren, etherw-se~youth, and families, licensed or certified child care providers or their

enpl oyees, enployee of the department of social and health services, juvenile probation officer,
placenent and |iaison specialist, responsible living skills programp.

-14 —Abandoned—SB Aeans6109 whenstaff, theHOPE child—scenter parent-staff, guardian~state fanmly and
children's ombuds or etherany eustodianvol unteer hasin expressed-the either((ombuds's)) byonmbuds'
statenrentof fice, or conducthost arhone i-htentprogram has reasonabl e cause to foeregorbelieve forthat ara
ext-endedchi | d periedr-has parentalsuffered ~-ghtsabuse or respensi-bititiesneqgl ect, despitehe aror
abiityshe toshal | exercisereport such ~-ghtsincident, ardor ~esponrsibititiies~cause a report to be nade,
to the proper | aw enforcenent agency or to the departnent as provided in RCW 26.44. 040.

H-(b) theWen cowtany H-rdsperson, in his or her official supervisory capacity with a nonprofit or for-
profit organization, has reasonable cause to believe that thea petitienre~child has exersisedsuffered
dueabuse didi-genceor ianegl ect attenspii-hgcaused by a person over whom he or she reqularly exercises
supervisory authority, he or she shall report such incident, or cause a report to leeatebe nade, to_the
parent--proper A8l aw conrtactenf orcenent betweeragency, provided that the ehitdperson anrdall eged to _have
caused the ehild—sabuse parent—0r guardian-neglect is _enployed by, contracted by, or ethe+volunteers
custodi-apwi t h o+t he aorgani zati on pe~-edand efcoaches, threetrains, rorthseducates, ec~eatesor counsels
a ebuttablechi | d presunptionor ofchil dren abandonment—or evwenrequl arly Hhas theweunsupervi sed saccess
ROL O expresseda intentchild toor abanden~children as part of the enployment, contract, or voluntary
service.

2>-No —Chit-dr—one —-uvehite—shal | ardbe —youth—required meanr-to report under this section when he or
she obtains the information solely as a result of a privileged comunication as provided in RCW

5. 60. 060.

£a)-Not hi ng ARy N Fhdid-dualkt hi s whdersubsection +he(1)(b) ageshall |inmt a person's duty to report under
(a) of ei-ghteenthis yearssubsection.

orFor bt he Anypurposes ihdiv-dual-of aget hi s eighteensubsection, te—twerty—ohe—years—who—i-s—eli-gi-ble—to
868 ve—ahd—who—el-ect-s—t-0—ecei-ve—t he extendedfol | owi ng +esterdefinitions careappl y: —servi-ces—aut-hor-zed
A(i) yeuth"Oficial supervisory capacity" neans a position, status, or role created, recognized, or
designated by any nonprofit or for- profit organization, either for financial gain_or w thout financial
gain, whose _scope_includes, but is not limted to, overseeing, directing, or managi ng another person who
repmi-nsi s p~enpl oved by, contracted by, or volunteers with the nonprofit or for-profit_ organization.
14(ii) SSB"Organi zation" 6409i ncl udes dependenta anrdsol e whoproprietor, ~eceivespartnership
ext-endedcorporation, festerlinmted careliability se~wx-ecesconpany, uhdertrust, REWAssoci ation,

H4-13-03Lf i nanci al shalkinstitution, aetgovernnental beentity, consi-deredother athan —chitd-the

underf ederal governnent, and any ot her statwteindividual or fergroup amyengaged etheri n purpose—a trade
occupation, enterprise, governmental function, charitable function, or simlar activity in this state
whether or not the entity is operated as a nonprofit or for-profit entity.

3)(iii) —Curent'Reasonabl e placersnt-cause” episode—neans thea per-odperson ofwi tnesses -RBOr
thatrecei ves begihsa wi-thcredi bl e thewitten sestor ~ecentoral datereport thatalleqgi ng theabuse,

chi-di ncl udi ng wassexual rerBvedcontact, -om-the—hore—of—the—parent—guardi-anr—or kegakneqgl ect
e-u-s-t-ed-o—a-n—f—ehpempeses—of placerehta Hhchi | d. —sut—ei—here—care—ahd—coR--RUes—thi-—




1615 SSBSB 6109 (46)-(iV) —Heusihg'Requl arly assi-stahrce—eXerci ses ABaRsSSUpPErvVi Sory app~ep~—-ateaut hority"
referralsneans by—the—departAeht—or—other—agencies—t 0 federal—act state-in +ecal-his or pH-ateher
agenci-esof ficial ersupervi sory e~gahrizati-ohs—capacity assistahreceon w-than e+R8-0NQJoi Ng appH-cati-ehrs—or

H-RahRcialconti nui ng subsi-di-esbasi s orwi th etherregards rohRetaryto assi-stahrcea Forparticul ar

hoeusi-hg—per son.

For(Vv) pupoeses” Sexual efcontact"” thishas chaptert he —housi-hgsane assi-stahrce—neani Nq s—hot—a—erBdi-ak-
sem-ee—or—La-mJ-y—peu-m-Lo-c-at-o-on—sem-ee—as descri-bed—i n RCW 13-—34-—025(2)-9A. 44. 010.

HL6)-(c) A-The - —reporting aeansrequirenent aal so persenapplies to departnent of
corrections _personnel who, atin amythe stagecourse of atheir eewtenploynent, proceedi-rg—observe

is—of fenders or the children with whomthe offenders are in contact.
2l f, Receivd-hgas enrea result of observations or information received in the fel-ew-hgcourse typesof




his or her enploynent, any departnent of publ-ecorrections assistance~personnel has reasonabl e cause to
believe that a child has suffered abuse or neglect, he or she shall report the incident, or cause a
report to be made, to the proper |aw enforcenent agency or to the departnent as provided in RCW

26. 44. 040.

Tenporary(d) assistanceTlhe forreporting aeedyrequirenment famties-—shall aged-al so bnd-apply e~to
di-sabledany assi-stahceadul t benretits+-who redi-calhas earereasonabl e servi-cescause whdert 0 ROMbel i eve
400035t hat preghranta werenachi | d assi-stanrcewho benrefits~resi des poverty-relatedwi th veteranrs—them
benefit-s-has feedsuffered stanrpssevere erabuse, #eedand stanpi s berefitsabl e t+anrsieredor
electroni-cally~capabl e ~efugeeof resetttlersntnaki ng berefitsra ABdi-cai-d-I eport . —oF—suppereht-al—secu--ty
Acone-

orFor (bt he lAvoeluntari-ypurposes corm-ttedof tothis asubsection, publ-c'severe reptalabuse”
healt-hneans faeity+-any of the follow ng:

orAny (6)-si ngl e Receiv-hgact arof arhualabuse i-heors-t hat aftercauses taxes—physical traunma of
ohpesufficient huhdredseverity twenty-fivethat, percentif orleft lessuntreated, eofcould thecause
federallaedeat h; —establshed-—poveriy—lcuvel

erany (&)-singl e Urableact te—pay—the—anhtici-pated—cost—of couhselsexual #erabuse thet hat matt-ercauses
beforesignificant thebl eedi ng, cewtdeep becausebruising, his—or hersignificant avalableexternal
fuhdsor akel nt ernal  Hhs-sertswel |1 Ng; —Fe—pay—ahyt—aiBuht—or—Hhe—eteht-oh—oh—couhsel—

HLA-or (48)npr e —Neari-Rort han dependent—one ABanRsact anryof ihdid-dualphysical ageabuse, ei-ghteeneach
toeof twenty—orewhi ch yearscauses whebl eedi nq, sdeep parti-ci-pati-hgbrui sing, #hrsignificant

ext-endedext ernal fosteror careinternal servwi-cesswelling, authori-zedbone uhderfracture, RQMOr
#4—13-031-unconsci ousness.

L8 -(e) 49)-The —Cut—of—honrmreporti ng ea~e—requirenent seahksal S0 placensnt-appl i es +rto aguardi ans
fosterad fam-ylitem hoenmeincluding e~court-appointed g~oupspeci al careadvocates, Fae--tyappointed
H-censedunder pwsuant-Titl es tell chapterand #1513 RCW erand placenrsntthis htitle, awho here-in
othert he thancourse that—of thetheir child-srepresentation parenrt—of guardian~children e~in legakthese
cust-odi-ah-act i ons kret-have regqui+edreasonabl e cause to bebel i eve H-censeda pusuant-child tehas
chapterbeen #4—15abused ROALor negl ect ed.

L9 -(f) 20)-The —Rarent—reporting Aeanrsrequirenent thein bi-ologicalk(a) or—adoptive—parents—of athis
chitd-subsecti on e+al so akrapplies ihdid-dualt o wheadni ni strative hasand establi-shedacadeni ¢ aor pa~ent—
chitdat hl eti ¢ ~elati-onshi-pdepart nent uwhderenpl oyees, ROW ncl udi ng 26+=26A-100-st udent uwhlessenpl oyees
theof legakinstitutions ~-ghts—of thathi gher perseneducation, havweas beendefined te+rmi-hatedi n byRCW
a28B. 10. 016, judi-ciatland proceedi-Rgof pursuantprivate toinstitutions this—chapter——chapt-er—26+—33—ROAN—0F
tHhe—eguivalent—laws—of anetherhi gher stateeducati on. —er—a—federally—reocoghizedtndian—tiribe—
H20)0-(a) 214)The —PRreventionreport anrdnust Fam-ybe servi-cesnade anrdat progrars—the ABansfirst
specii-eopportuni ty, #ertalbut healthin preventionAno akdcase t+eatweAtl onger se+vwi-ces-than
substanceforty-eight p~hours after there is reasonable cause to believe that the child has suffered
abuse_or _negl ect .

i-ZThe SSBr eport 6108nust abusei ncl ude ncI ude pr-e-uen-t—l—ent he andi dent ity Heatrertof  serd-cos—and—i-p—-horn—partoht
t he federalaccused famityif Hstknown.

415-.123-(2) The reporting requirenent of subsection (1) of this section does not apply to the discovery
of abuse or neglect that occurred p.

For16 puposesSB o+6109 thi-sduring ehapter—chil dhood preventienif andit fam-tyi s servicesdi scovered

a-n-dafter p:-og-r-a-nst he arechild methas reredialbecone servi-cesan e+adul t . Fari-ty—reuhiii-cati-oR—servi-ces—as

2 -However , 223 f —PRreventi-ont here servwi-ces—i s ABaksreasonabl e preservati-ohcause servH-ces-t o

asbel i eve defi-nedot her ihchildren chapterare #—14Cor ROA-nay anrdbe otherat reasorablyri sk avaitableof

ser-\.hi-c-es-,-abuse Hheludi-rgor  heusi-hgnegl ect assi-stahcerby capablet he efaccused, preventi-hg-t he
Aeedreporting +o~requirenent ouwt-of-horsof placersntsubsection white(1l) protecti-hgof thethis

chit-d—section does_apply.

Rreventi-oh(3) serv-cesAny ihelude-ot her but-person a~ewho ret-has H-wit-edreasonabl e te-cause preverti-oht o

andbel i eve fami-byt hat servi-cesa anrdchild proegrarshas suffered abuse or neglect may report such incident

to the proper |aw enforcenent agency or to the departnent as def-nredprovided in hisRCW

sect-0n—26. 44. 040.

H22-(4) 23)The —Quakiii-eddepart nent , ~esidenrtial-upon t+—eatrert-recei vi ng pregran-a Aeanrsreport of an

incident of alleged abuse or neglect pursuant to this chapter, involving a pregranrthild thatwho Aeetshas

thedi ed requiterBhat-sor provi-dedhas rhad RAAphysi cal 13+—34-—420+ nj ury guatiii-esor feinjuries

fundinginflicted waderupon himor her other than by accidental nmeans or who has been subjected to

all eged sexual abuse, shall report such incident to the fawidyproper Hastl aw peventionenf or cenent

servi-cesagency, aetincluding whdernilitary 42| aw U-S—C-enforcenent, if appropriate.

Sec—| n_energency cases, where the child' s welfare is endangered, the departnent shall notify the proper

law enforcenent agency within twenty-four hours after a report is received by the departnent.




642l n Ho—al |l anrd-ot her iHcases, loecatedthe withi-rdepart nent MMashi-hgtenshal | state~notify isthe
Li-censed| aw asenforcenent aagency g~oupwi thin careseventy-two Faci--tyhours uhderafter chaptera
H—15report ROALi s received by the department.

H23 - | 24t he —Relative—depart nent heludesnakes persehsan ~elatedoral tereport, a ehidwitten
hreport nust also be nmade to the follow-hrgproper ways+| aw enforcenent agency within five days
thereafter.

&a)(5) Any bloed| aw relativer~enforcenent iheudi-rgagency thesereceiving a report of hakblesdran

anrdi nci dent  hetudi-rgof H+stal | eged cousi-hs—abuse seconrdor cousi-hs—negl ect rephewspursuant to this
chapter, involving a child who has_di ed or nieces~has andhad persensphysical efinjury precedi-Rgor
generationsinjuries asinflicted derotedupon himor her other than by prefxesacci dental efneans
grand—or geat—who has been subjected to alleged sexual abuse, shall report such incident in witing as
provided in RCW26.44.040 to the proper county prosecutor or great-great-city attorney for appropriate
action whenever the |aw enforcenent agency's investigation reveals that a crine may have been conmitted.

{b)The Stepiather| aw steprotherr—enforcenent stepbrotherr—agency shall also notify the departnent of all
reports received and stepsister-the | aw enforcenment agency's disposition of them

eI n Aenergency persencases, whewhere legally—adopts—a—child—or—the child' s parentwelfare asis
wellendangered, as—t he patw~akl aw andenforcenent etheragency kegaklyshal |l adeptednotify chitdren—of—such
per-sons—and—ot-her—relatives—of—t he adoptivedepartment parentswithin atwenty- accerdancefour w-thhours.
statetlaw-

(-1 n Speusesal | efot her anycases, persensthe raned| aw renforcenent (a)—agency (b)y—shall e+notify
e-the ofdepartment thiswi thin subsection~-seventy-two evenhours after thea Reagereport is
termi-hated-recei ved by the | aw enforcenent agency.

£e)-(6) Relatives-Any ascounty raredprosecutor +hRor (a)City (b)attorney (e)-receiving e~a -report

efunder thissubsection subsestion~(5) of anythis halisection si-bH-ngshall efnotify the chiddivictim any

b

or17 (-SB Extended6109 fam-typersons aerbers—as—defi-red—by—t he Lawvictim errequests, customand of—t he

ladianl ocal chitd-soffice t~beor—intheabsence—of such-law orcustom—a—person—who-has—reached-the
agedepartment, of eighteen—and—who—is—the ladiandeci sion ehitd—st 0 granrdparent—charge auht—or

uns-l-e-.-decl ine br-ot-hanto o~C harg s-l-s-LeL,-a brother-in-lawcrine, ar-wlthl N sst-efei-R-taw-five niecedays

orof ne-phew,-nakl ng ond o= i-A—t he fami-ydeci si on. —aboede

See—(7) The departnent may conduct ongoing case planning and consultation with those persons _or_agencies
required to report under this section, with consultants designated by the departnent, and with

desi gnated representatives of Washington Indian tribes if the client information exchanged is pertinent
to cases currently receiving child protective services.

1903(4A—Upon _request, the departnent shall conduct such planning and consultation with those persons

required to report under this section if the departnent determines it is in the best interests of the
child.

Information considered privileged by statute and not directly related to reports required by this
section nust not be divul ged without a valid witten waiver of the privilege.

(8) Any case referred to the departnent by a physician |licensed under chapter 18.57 or 18.71 RCWon the
basis of an expert nedical opinion that child abuse, neglect, or sexual assault has occurred and that
the child' s safety will be seriously endangered if returned hone, the departnent shall file a dependency
petition unless a second |licensed physician of the parents' choice believes that such expert nedical
opinion is incorrect.

If the parents fail to designate a second physician, the departnent nmay nake the selection.

If a physician finds that a child has suffered abuse or neglect but that such abuse or neglect does not
constitute imm nent danger to the child' s health or safety, and the departnent agrees with the
physician's assessnent, the child nmay be left in the parents' hone while the departnent proceeds with
reasonabl e efforts to renedy parenting deficiencies.

(9) Persons or agencies exchanging infornmation under subsection (7) of this section shall not further
dissem nate or release the information except as authorized by state or federal statute.

Violation of this subsection is a msdeneanor.

(10) Upon receiving a report that a child is a candidate for foster care as defined in RCW26.44.020,
the departnment may provide prevention and family services and prograns to the child's parents, gquardian,
or_caregiver.

The departnent may not be held civilly liable for the decision regarding whether to provide prevention
and fam |y services and prograns, or for the provision of those services and prograns, for a child
determ ned to be a candidate for foster care.

18 SSBSB 6109 HH=4))-(11) {(=25)Upon =Shekterreceivi ng care—a AeaRsreport temporaryof physi-calalleged
careabuse ihor anegl ect, faei-tyt he H-censeddepart nent pu-suanrt-shal | nake reasonable efforts to

RQOW earn #4-15-030t he ernane, ihraddress, aand hoenstel ephone aetnunber regui+edof toeach beperson




H-censednuki Ng pu-suanht-a tereport RAWf +4-—15-030—-abuse or neglect under this section.
HH25))-The (26)depart nent él-bl—l—nglshall J:ma-nsprow de aassurances G-h-l—|-d40f bitha ggrogrl ate
brotherconfidentiality birthof si s c
Si-st-8r—or—as—defined—by—t he law dentification dent i f| cation ex—c-us-t-om-of t-heger sons J-nd-a-a-n egortl ng e-h-l-l-déunder
tribethi s forsection. —aR—tnadian—child-as—definedin—ROA 1338040

260 | (2Pt he —Seeiakdepart nent study—i s AearRsunabl e at 0 w--tterl earn evaluatioent he ofi nformati on
Aattersrequired ~elevantunder tothis thesubsection, dispesiiior—of—the casedepartnent thatshall
conta-hsonl vy thei nvesti gat e hierrati-ohcases Feguedi N bywhi ch: —ROAL1I3—34-430-

H2A-(a) 28)The —Supervi-seddepart nent i-hdependent-bel i eves Hav-hg—t here i-heludes—but—i s hReta
H-mtedseri ous ous t-o-.-threat a-pa-r-t-mn-t-of l-o-w-ng-.-subst anti al r-oonharma-ndt_o boardt he arrangersnts~child

Super—v-i@ed( b) i-nde-pendem-The J-i-v-i-ngr eport se:-t-i-ngsi ndi cat es sust-conduct bei nvol vi ng app+eveda by-crini nal
theof f ense departwenatthat has, or is about to occur, in which the cowt—child is the victim

28901 (29)-(C) —MoluntaryThe placenent-depart nent ageerert—has meanrs—a Fe+~prior thef ounded
purposesreport of extendedabuse fosteror carenegl ect servi-ces+wi th aregard w--tent o voluht-ary—ageersht-
between—a hRenrm-hernENber dependent-of whet he agreeshousehol d tet hat submi-t-is tewithin thethree eareyears
and—authoty—of therecei pt departAert—forthe—purposes—of participatihrg—hA—the extendedreferral . foster
Gcare—program-

(12)(a) Upon receiving a report of alleged abuse or neglect, the departnent shall use one of the

followi ng discrete responses to reports of child abuse or neglect that are screened in and accepted for
departmental response:

(i) Investigation;

or (ii) Fanmily assessnent.
(b) I'n nmeking the response in (a) of this subsection the departnent shall:

(i) Use a nethod by which to assign cases to investigation or fam ly assessnent which are based on _an
array of factors that may include the presence of:

I nmmi nent _danger, level of risk, nunber of previous child abuse or neglect reports, or other presenting
case characteristics, such as the type of alleged maltreatnent and the age of the alleged victim

Age of the alleged victimshall not be used as the sole criterion for determ ning case assignnent;

(ii) Allow for a change in response assignnent based on new information that alters risk or safety
| evel ;

(iii) Allow fam lies assigned to fam |y assessnent to choose to receive an investigation rather than a
fam ly assessnent;

(iv) Provide a full investigation if a famly refuses the initial fanmly assessnent;

(v) Provide voluntary services to fanmlies based on the results of the initial fanmly assessnent.

If afamly refuses voluntary services, and the departnent cannot identify specific facts related to
risk or safety that warrant assignnment to investigation under this p.

19 SB 6109 chapter, and there is not a history of reports of child abuse or neglect related to the
famly, then the departnment nust close the fami|ly assessnment response case.

However, if at any tine the departnent identifies risk or safety factors that warrant an investigation
under this chapter, then the fam ly assessnent response case nust be reassigned to investigation;

(vi) Conduct an investigation, and not a fam |y assessnment, in response to an allegation that, the
departnent determ nes based on the intake assessnent:

(A) Indicates a child's health, safety, and welfare will be seriously endangered if not taken into
custody for reasons including, but not limted to, sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of the child as
defined in this chapter;

(B) Poses a serious threat of substantial harmto a child;

(C) Constitutes conduct involving a crinmnal offense that has, or is about to occur, in which the child
is the victim

(D) _The child is an abandoned child as defined in RCW13. 34. 030;

(E) The child is an_adjudi cated dependent child as defined in RCW13.34.030, or the child is in a
facility that is licensed, operated, or certified for care of children by the departnent under chapter
74.15 RCW

(c) In addition, the departnment may use a famly assessnent response to assess for and provide
prevention and fam |y services and prograns, as defined in RCW26.44.020, for the follow ng children and
their famlies, consistent with requirenents under the federal famly first prevention services act and
this section:

(i) Achild who is a candidate for foster care, as defined in RCW26.44.020;

and (ii) A child who is in foster care and who is pregnant, parenting, or both.

(d) The departnent nmay not be held civilly liable for the decision to respond to an allegation of child




abuse or neglect by using the fam ly assessnent response under this section unless the state or its
officers, agents, or enployees acted with reckless disregard.

(13)(a) For reports of alleged abuse or neglect that are accepted for investigation by the departnent,
the investigation shall be conducted within tine franes established by the departnent in rule.

In no case shall the investigation extend |longer than ninety days fromthe date the report is received,
unl ess the investigation is p.

20 SB 6109 being conducted under_a witten protocol pursuant to RCW26.44.180 and a | aw enforcenent
agency or prosecuting attorney has determined that a |onger investigation period is necessary.

At _the conpletion of the investigation, the departnment shall nmake a finding that the report of child
abuse or neglect is founded or unfounded.

(b) If a court in a civil or crinmnal proceeding, considering the same facts or circunstances as are
contained in the report being investigated by the departnent, nakes a judicial finding by a
preponderance of the evidence or higher that the subject of the pending investigation has abused or
negl ected the child, the departnent shall adopt the finding in its investigation.

(14) For _reports of alleged abuse or neglect that are responded to through family assessnent response,
the departnent shall:

(a) Provide the family with a witten explanation of the procedure for assessnent of the child and the
family and its purposes;

(b) Collaborate with the famly to identify famly strengths, resources, and service needs, and devel op
a service plan with the goal of reducing risk of harmto the child and inproving or restoring fanly
wel | - bei ng;

(c) Conplete the fanmly assessnment response within forty-five days of receiving the report except as
foll ows:

(i) _Upon parental agreenent, the fam |y assessnent response period may be extended up to one hundred
twenty days.

The departnent's extension of the fanmly assessnent response period nust be operated within the
departnent's appropriations;

(ii) For cases in which the departnent elects to use a fanmly assessnment response as authorized under
subsection (12)(c) of this section, and upon agreenent of the child' s parent, |egal guardian, |egal
custodian, or relative placenent, the fam |y assessnent response period may be extended up to one year.

The departnent's extension of the fanmily assessnent response nust be operated within the departnent's
appropriations.

(d) Ofer services to the famly in a manner that nmakes it clear that acceptance of the services is
voluntary;
(e) Inplenent the family assessnent response in a consistent and cooperative nmanner;

(f) Have the parent or quardian agree to participate in services before services are initiated.
The departnent shall informthe parents of their rights under fam |y assessnent response, all of p.

21 SB 6109 their options, and the options the departnent has if the parents do not agree to participate
in _services.

(15)(a) In conducting an investigation or fam |y assessnent of alleged abuse or neglect, the departnent
or |l aw enforcenent agency:

(i) My interview children.

I f the departnent determ nes that the response to the allegation will be family assessnent response, the
preferred practice is to request a parent's, gquardian's, or custodian's perm ssion to interview the
child before conducting the child interview unless doing so would conpronise the safety of the child or
the intearity of the assessnent.

The interviews may be conducted on school premises, at day-care facilities, at the child s hone, or at
ot her suitable |l ocations outside of the presence of parents.

If the allegation is investigated, parental notification of the interview nust occur at the earliest
possible point in the investigation that will not jeopardize the safety or protection of the child or
the course of the investigation.

Prior to commencing the interview the departnment or | aw enforcenent agency shall deternine whether the
child wishes a third party to be present for the interview and, if so, shall nake reasonable efforts to
accommpdate the child' s w shes.

Unl ess the child objects, the departnment or | aw enforcenent agency shall nake reasonable efforts to
include a third party in any interview so long as the presence of the third party will not jeopardi ze the
course of the investigation;

and (ii) Shall have access to all relevant records of the child in the possession of nandated reporters
and their enpl oyees.

(b) The Washington state school directors' association shall adopt a nodel policy addressing protocols




when an interview, as authorized by this subsection, is conducted on school prenises.

In fornulating its policy, the association shall consult with the departnent and the Washi ngton

associ ation of sheriffs and police chiefs.

(16) 1If a report of alleged abuse or neglect is founded and constitutes the third founded report
received by the departnment within the |ast twelve nonths involving the sane child or famly, the
departnent _shall pronptly notify the office of the famly and children's onbuds of the contents of the
report.

The departnent shall also notify the onbuds of the disposition of the report.

(17) In investigating and responding to allegations of child abuse and neglect, the departnent nmay
conduct background checks as authorized by state and federal |aw.

Do

22 SB 6109 (18)(a) The department shall nmmintain investigation records and conduct tinely and periodic
reviews of all founded cases of abuse and negl ect.

The departnent shall nmamintain a | og of screened-out nonabusive cases.

(b) Inthe famly assessnent response, the department shall not nmake a finding as to whether child abuse
or_negl ect occurred.

No one shall be naned as a perpetrator and no investigative finding shall be entered in the departnent's

child abuse or negl ect database.
(19)(a) The departnent shall use a risk assessnent process when investigating alleged child abuse and
negl ect referrals.

The departnent shall present the risk factors at all hearings in which the placenment of a dependent
child is an issue.

Subst ance _abuse nust be a risk factor.

(b) (i) The departnent shall devel op and nake available to departnent staff a high-potency synthetic
opioid-specific risk assessnment tool to be used by departnent staff to deternine the appropriate safety
neasures to take when investigating alleged child abuse and negl ect referrals when high-potency
synthetic opioid use or the presence of high-potency synthetic opioids is suspected or confirned.

(ii) The department nmay use an existing risk assessnent instead of devel oping a high-potency synthetic
opioid-specific risk assessment tool if the existing risk assessnent includes the safety neasures as
described in (b)(i) of this subsection.

(c) The departnent shall also nake available to departnent staff high-potency synthetic opioid testing
strips that can detect the presence of high-potency synthetic opioids that may be used when
investigating alleged child abuse and neglect referrals and otherw se as appropriate.

(20) Upon receipt of a report of alleged abuse or neqglect the | aw enforcenent agency nay arrange to
interview the person nmaeking the report and any collateral sources to determine if any malice is involved
in the reporting.

(21) Upon receiving a report of alleged abuse or neglect involving a child under the court's
jurisdiction under chapter 13.34 RCW the departnent shall pronptly notify the child s quardian ad litem
of the report's contents.

The departnent shall also notify the guardian ad |itemof the disposition of the report.
For_purposes of this subsection, "quardian ad liteni' has the neaning provided in RCW 13. 34. 030.

D

23 SB 6109 (22) The departnent shall nake efforts as soon as practicable to deternine the mlitary
status of parents whose children are subject to abuse or neglect allegations.

If the departnent determines that a parent or gquardian is in the mlitary, the departnent shall notify a
departnent of defense fami |y advocacy programthat there is an allegation of abuse and neglect that is
screened in and open for investigation that relates to that military parent or gquardian.

(23) The departnment shall nmke available on its public website a downl oadabl e and printable poster that
includes the reporting requirenents included in this section.

The poster nust be no smaller than eight and one-half by eleven inches with all information on one side.
The poster nust be made available in both the English and Spani sh | anguages.

Organi zations that include enployees or volunteers subject to the reporting requirenents of this section
nmust clearly display this poster in a conmon area.

At a mininmum this poster nust include the follow ng:
(a) Who is required to report child abuse and negl ect;
(b) The standard of know edge to justify a report;

(c) The definition of reportable crines;

(d) Where to report suspected child abuse and negl ect;
and (e) What should be included in a report and the appropriate timng.




See—p._
24 SB 6109 Sec.
p~(1) A superior court may apply for grants fromthe famly and juvenile court inprovenent grant program

by submtting a local inprovenent plan with the adninistrator for the courts.

yp. : i
25 SB 6109 (xv) The risk and p—danqer presented to children and youth by high-potency synthetic opioids;

20and SSB-6108—(xvi) The | egal standards for renpval of a child pwsuanrt-based teon ROMAbuse 133406501
andnegl ect ; 1334130+

€5yp. s

At26 theSB enrd6109 of(5) theUpon H-secakreceipt year~of grant funds, the superior court shall p~submit to
the administrator for the courts a spending plan detailing the use of funds.

2LAt SSBt he 6408end of the fiscal year, the superior court shall subnmit to the administrator for the

courts a financial report conparing the spending plan to actual expenditures.

p-.-27 SB 6109 (e) An enployee of the department who is trained as a child welfare worker and acts in a
supervisory capacity with respect to other child welfare workers.

22-SSB-6109—-(4) No retaliation nay be taken against a child wel fare worker for requesting that a second
trained individual acconpany themin providing services to, nonitoring, or investigating a famly.

Subj ect to the availability of anmpbunts appropriated for this specific purpose, the departnent shall
establish a pilot programfor contracted child care slots for infants in child protective services in

|l ocales with the historically highhi ghest rates of child welfare screened-in intake wher~edue parenta-to
substancet he useexposure di-serderor waspresence aof faectoerhi gh-potency synthetic opioids in the
case~hone, which may be used as part of a safety plan.

2328 SSBSB 6109 (6)-(5) FamitiesThe referreddepartnent teshall hoereprovi de w-siii-hgtraining

servi-cesspeci fic w-at o thesubst ance precessuse establi-sheddi sorders ihfor subsesti-or—(8)—of—thi-s—section
Aust—be—contact-ed—by—t he contractedhone prograrvi siting w-thi-Rprovi ders sevensel ected daysfor oFthis
ef-er+at—program

(6) Famlies referred to hone visiting services via the process established in subsection (8) of this
section nmust be contacted by the contracted programw thin seven days of referral.

Subj ect to the availability of anounts appropriated for this specific purpose, the departnent shall fund
therapeutic support for children three to five vears old in the child welfare systemdue to the exposure
or_presence of high-potency synthetic opioids in the hone.

NEW SECTI ON.

Sec.

208.

A new section is added to chapter 43.216 RCWto read as follows:

NEVW). —SECTHON-

29 SB 6109 NEW SECTI ON.

208-200.

ahd(2) p~Devel opi ng standardi zed risk assessnment procedures related to hi gh-potency synthetic opioids;
24and SSB( 3) —6109—(2) Determning the |evel of risk presented to a child or children in specific cases.
206-210.

210211,

A new section is added to chapter 43.330 RCWto read as follows:

Subj ect to the availability of anmpunts appropriated for this specific purpose, the departnent shall
establish a grant programthat provides grant funding to a nonprofit organization to provide supports,
includi ng behavioral health resources, housing services, and parenting education, to parents with
substance use disorders in p.

30 SB 6109 order to reduce the need for foster care placenent or to shorten the tine that children
remain in out-of-hone care when placenent is necessary.

The grant recipient nust be a nonprofit organization that provides a parent-child assistance program and
focuses on building parenting skills and confidence to ensure children have safe and healthy chil dhoods.

NEW SECTI ON.




@

C.

212.

(1) Subject to the availability of anpunts appropriated for this specific purpose, four |legal |iaison
positions shall be established within the departnment to work with both the departnent and the office of
the attorney general for the purpose of assisting with the preparation of depenrdencychild abuse and
negl ect court cases involving allegations of high=hi gh-pot ency—petensy synthetic opioids.

p~(3) The departnment may determi ne the necessary qualifications for the legal |iaison positions
established in this section.
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