A 5235 -- Redline

Amended to Amended -- Establishes School-based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids program in DCF;
requires school districts to develop mental health support and partnership programs.*

Deletions straek - Insertions underlined

A5235 1R2R [Ri+st] Second Reprint] ASSEMBLY, No.
Assenbl ymen Verrelli, Freiman, Assenbl ywonen Speight, Swain_and Assenbl ynan Mes~el-Tully

SYNOPSI S Est abl i shes School -based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids programin
DCF;

requi res school districts to devel op nental health support and partnershi p p~egrars+~prograns.

Aakes_ aRCURRENT appropiiation—VERSI ON OF TEXT As reported by the Assenbly Budget Conmittee on June

28, 2026, with anendnents.

CURRENTAN MERSIONAct Okconcer ni ng FexFst udent nent al Asheal th2[,] ~epertedand2 bysuppl enenting
2[chapter 40 of Title 18A of the AsserblyNew Appropr-ati-onrslersey Conm-tteeStatutes erand JureTitl e

23-Chapt er 2 2026+-9A wi-t-hof areRdreRts—2Title 30 of 2 the 2[ New Jersey] Revised2 Statutes 2[, and making
an_appropriation] 2.

i—1. a~a. _The Conmi ssioner of 2[Education] Children and Families2, in consultation with the

Conmi ssioner_of 2[Children and Families] Education2 , shall establish guidelines for the devel opnent of
a_conprehensive nental health support and partnership programby a 2participating2 school district 2[,
charter school, and renai ssance school project]2 in accordance with 2[section 2] the provisions2 of
2[P. L. . C. (C. ) (Dendinq before the Legislature as this bill)] this act?2.

Comn-ss-l-onsr-b o-f-The

b—(1) include informtion on comon _consent forns;

. nf . ¢ .
(2»(2) clarify when a school dist+-etdistrict 2[, charter school, or renai ssance school
pejestproject] 2 may request a nental health evaluation by a provider enployed outside of the school
district-district 2, which shall be at the expense of the school district2;
(3) pronote consistency across school dist+ets~districts 2[, charter schools, and renai ssance school
proj-eets-projects, ]2 and reduce administrative requirenents that can delay a student's return to school;
and . (4 encourage school éistists—districts 2[, charter schools, and renai ssance school
pr-og-es-t-sgro ects to develop witten transition and support plans for students returning to school from
a nental health crisis that address nethods of conmmunication with famlies, coordination with providers,
and short-termfoll owup supports within the school.
2—2C.  a—No tCommenecingl ater eont han +he90 sixdays wenrt-hafter following—the effective date of eractwert-
of—P1 c (< }—(pondi-ng—beiore—the—Legislature—as—t hi s bid)act, whtit—the
—+s+-Conmi ssi oner da-y—of theChi | dren 256thand senthFan | ies rextshal | fellewi-ngest ablish theand

datei npl ement efa eractwwAtprocess ofand R—b——i ssue ~a &——request E&————for )proposals

pendi-rghby beferewnhi ch thenpbil e Legislatuwenental asheal th thi-spl atforns bid)—nmay the—provi-si-ehrs—otf
thi-s—secti-oA—shall—appl y to abe schoolawarded di-st+i-ci+—a charterState schoslcontract e~to

Fehai-ssaheeprovi de schoela projestnpbi |l e selestednent al byheal th theapplication Cerm-ssi-erert hat
ofdel i vers Educatioen~uni versal, #hRage-appropriate cersutationnental wi-thhealth theinformation
Copmi-ssi-oherand efresources Chitdrenspecifically andtail ored Farities—t 0 partieipatestudents in
andk |ndergarte ac-c-es&through t-h-egrade Se-heol—-BasedlZ Ea-r-t-n-eLs-h-l-ps—f-ox—Ae-c-es-s—and Resiti-enecethei r
forfam | ies. —kid S :

of seectioend. 3The Conmi ssioner of Q-E-—Chl ldren ~and e——Fanilies (&————shall }ensure

(pendi-hgt hat before—t he Legislatureuni versal, asage-appropriate thisnental bi-)—health
Fhereatter—i nformat i on theand previ-si-ehrsresources ofprovi ded thi-svi a sestient he shallnobile

a-p-pl-y QQI ication pursuant to eachsubsection schesekd. —di-stricit—chart-er—school—and—rehai-ssance—schook

W-@LMMM Ed-uc-a-t-l-onthl S pu-r-s-ua-n-t—t-o—sectl on -1- mgl enent o.f_E._L..
—r——e———)—{(pondi-hg—beiore—t he Legislatueservi ces asavail abl e thi-st o bidd)—student s a—cenrprehensive

AeAt-al—health—support—and parthershipfanmlies pr-og-r-a-ut hr ough 4-n—t he schoslsNew o-f-.]er sey theStatew de
di-st-6t--St udent  theSupport ehart-erServi ces s




A G = M-th the School Based Partnershl ps for
Access and ReS| I'ience for K| ds (SPARK) pi I ot _program na-\.u-g-a-t-er-.-establ i shed pursuant to section 32 of

J2.+.—th|s,-act 2 ¢ _ G »2. pendinga. —beforetheLegislature—as—this—bill)—
1Commenci ngon ifb—+the e~1——si x Nenont h studentfol | owi ng shalt he bedat e connectedof enactnent of
P.L. ., C. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill) until the first day of the
25th nonth next follow ng the date of enactnent of P.L. . C. (C. ) (pending before the

Legislature as this bill), the provisions of this section shall apply to a school district, charter
school ., _or _renai ssance school project selected by the Comm ssioner_of Education, in consultation with
the Conmmi ssioner of Children and Families, to participate in and access the School - Based Part nerships
for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program Rawi-gat-or-services, peHsuant-as tolisted in subsection
a~b.

of section 3 of P.L. . C. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill). Thereafter,
the provisions of this section shall apply to each school district, charter school, and renaissance
school project in the State.] Notwi thstanding the provision of any law or requlation to the contrary,
there is established within the Departnent of Children and Fami|lies the School - Based Partnerships for
Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) pilot programto evaluate nodels for increasing student and
famly utilization of, and access to, SPARK program services. The pilot programshall begin on January

1, 2027 and shall conclude 18 nmonths thereafter.?2 b.1 2[Each school district, charter school, and
renai ssance school project shall develop, in accordance with guidelines established by the Comm ssioner
of Education pursuant to section 1 of P.L. . c. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this

bill), a conprehensive nental health support and partnership programin the schools of the district, the
charter school, or the renaissance school project. The purpose of the program shall be to connect
students, who have been identified as requiring longer-termnental health care or who have high-acuity
behavi oral health needs, with the School -Based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK)
program navigator, pursuant to section 3 of P.L. . C. (C ) (pending before the
Legislature as this bill).] The pilot programshall operate in up to ten school districts, as selected
by the Commissioner of Children and Fanilies in consultation with the Conmi ssioner of Education and the
SPARK program nagi vator. 2 1[b.] c.1 2[ No student shall be connected to the School - Based
Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program navigator, pursuant to subsection a.
1[c.] d.1 Each] scheelAl |l di-st+6t—SPARK chart-erpi |l ot secheel—program ardservi ces ~eha-ssahce—schook
proj-ect—shal | be regqui~ednade toavail abl e havef or eitherstudents ain desi-gratedki ndergarten stat-t hrough
AeRbergrade +8l12, provi-deupon scheel-baseda couhseli-hgreferral servi-cesbhy for—students—a

forralizedt eachi ng arrangerentstaf f w-thnenber aor cormuR-ty-basedschool nental health careprofessionals
provi-der—and e~only a—ferraized—arahgersnt—with the Newwritten Jerseyauthorization Statew-deof
Studentt he Supportstudent's Serwi-cesparent prograrRDr o] egal provi-deguar di an. —servi-ces—wi-t-h—outt-i-nred
siteriatfor—whenthey will be utilized-

d.  3+——(1) a—Each Netwithstanrdi-hgschool thedistrict prewvi-sienthat efparticipates anryi n aw-or
r-eg-u-l-a-t-l-an—t-e—t he ean-t-r-a-w-.-SPARK t-hanegl | ot J—$QI’ ogr am est abl i shed J-ngur suant t-he—Depa-Lt-man-t—e-f—Ch-l-l-d-r-en

to t-hew de-pa-r-t-m-t—.—a

of B——this Fhesection Newshal | Jerseydevel op, Rediatr-ci n Rsychi-atr~yaccordance Celtaborativew th
wi-H-t he se+vegui del i nes asestablished pursuant to section 1 of this act by the Seheel—BasedConmi Ssioner
Rartnershi-psof +o~Children Accessand Families, in consultation with the Conm ssioner of Education, a
conprehensive nental health support and Resi-enecepartnership £eprogram Kdsi n (SRARK}t he school s of
the district. The purpose of this initiative shall be to connect students who have been identified as
requiring longer termnental health care or who have high-acuity behavioral health needs with the SPARK

pi |l ot programna».u—g-a-t—o{-,— avi gat or a-n-dgursuant wi---t o p{-ow-de-.-subsectl on f.
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(2)2 &——Each Fheschool GCenmi-ssionerdistrict QLJ_,_ Chidrencharter school, and Fami--esrenai ssance
school project]2 shall reportbe anrnuallyrequired to thehave Governhorr—either anda designated staff nenber
to theprovi de Legistatweschool - based peseant-2[ counsel ing] +enental seetioenrhealth 2care2 efservices
RPL—1001for &~1B64students, (C-52+14-10-1)a conRcerhi-hgiormalized thearrangenent iR-orRati-oRw th
Fegui-—eda tecommuni ty- based benent al eellestedheal th bycare secheselprovi der, di-st+i-6cts-0or chartera
schools~fornal i zed anrdarrangenent ~eraissahrcew th schoeokt he projectsNew pursuant-Jersey Statew de Student
Support Services programto subsestienrprovide a~services with outlined criteria for when they will be
utilized.

of secti-on2(3) 5School efdistricts Rt——that rparticipate e——in &———)—(pendi-hg—before
the ;eg-a-s-l—a-t—ur—eSPARK asgl | ot t-h-l-sgrogram bJ-l-l—)-.—shaII -be regm red ~+——to Fheengage Corwi-ssi-oher—ot-

—Ad-m-m-s-t—r—a-t—l—ueSPARK Rr-es-ed-u-r-egr ogram As-t-.i avi gat or 12.-;.—1-9-68-.-est abl i shed s-.-4-1-09ur suant (G-52~14B-1-et
seq-.-)-.—ad-opt—puLes—and—peg-eu-au-ons—as—neeess-aLy—to J-ngl-mn-t-subsectl on thi-sf. —act—

p;gg;am est ab Shed pUF-S ant—to Segt gn 3 gf th|s act Sect|on Q The prn\li si-ons. 1[nf section

sectionsl—2-1 3 -5 —and-61l-ofthis—act—shal l t-a-keenter ei-f-es-t-reqmsue sixi nformation seathsinto
followi-ng—t he datesecure oft echnol ogy eractrert—portal IfE-Raly—pursuant theto prov-si-ersparagraph
ei-( ) ses“—onsé-,—&—and—ﬁ&ta“—t—ake—e&ea—on—ph#hpa—da-)hof t-hesubsectlon 254-hf . . —m-t-h—ne*t-

of this section;

e. The pilot program established pursuant to subsection a.
of this section shall be adnmi nistered collaboratively by the SPARK program navi gator and a participating

health system
f. The contracted service provider for the Child Collaborative Mental Health Care Program w thin the




Departnent _of Children and Famlies will serve as the SPARK pilot program navigator, and will:

(1) deliver psychiatric consultation, assessnent, and triage support for participating school
districts;

(2) provide referrals and linkages to care, as necessary, wth school -based or community-based

out patient psychiatric providers and therapists, including, when appropriate, the New Jersey Statew de
St udent _Support Services program

(3) deliver behavioral health care navigation, coordination, and fam |y engagenent;

(4) provide short-term nedication nmanagenent, stabilization support, and bridging services for students
and famlies awaiting treatnment or services from community-based providers;

(5) conduct outreach to students and famlies to facilitate engagenent with, and access to, SPARK
program services, and nmanage parental and gquardi an authorizations and associated conpliance under the
"Health I nsurance and Patient Affordability Act of 1996," Pub.L.104-191, and the "Fanily Educational
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974," 20 U.S.C.

s.1232g, to reduce delays in accessing care;

(6) provide each participating school district with a secure technology portal and platformthat wll
pernmt school personnel to report and nanage student behavioral incidents, including harassnent,
intimdation, and bullying (H B) incidents, suicide risk screenings, and behavioral threat assessnent
and _nmanagenent cases, structured to conformwi th applicable New Jersey statutory and regulatory
requirenents and with national best practices, including the guidance of the United States Secret
Service National Threat Assessnent Center, in order to mninize risk to students and districts and to
ensure that conplete and relevant information is captured at the point of the incident;

(7) __in coordination with the participating health system onboard participating school districts,
configure school districts' workflows, integrate with school districts' student information systens, and
train _school personnel on the use of the portal and associ ated processes;

(8) capture, track, and report program data and outcones and support the reporting required under
section 3 of this act, and the Children's Mental Health Data Dashboard, as required to be established
and nmai ntai ned by the Departnent of Human Services pursuant to P.L. . C. (C. ) _(pendi ng
before the Legislature as Assenbly Bill No.

5238 and Senate Bill No.
4416;

(9) provide psychiatric clearance, school re-entry, and transition planning follow ng student
behavioral health crises, hospitalizations, or energency departnent visits;

(10) deliver educational support, consultation, and behavioral health guidance for school district
personnel ;

and (11) offer consultation and guidance for State and |ocal school leaders to craft and

inpl enent evi dence-based student nental health policies.

The navi gator _nmay contract with a third-party vendor to provide the secure technol ogy portal described
in paragraph (6) of this subsection and the student information systemintegration, onboarding,
training, consent managenent, and reporting functions described in paragraph (7) of this subsection.

qg. The SPARK program s participating health system shall support clinical capacity and escalation for
participating school districts.
h.

School re-entry and transition planning follow ng a student's behavioral health crisis, hospitalization,
or_energency departnent visit shall be a shared responsibility of the participating school district, the
SPARK program navi gator, and the participating health system The SPARK program navi gator's technol ogy

platformshall serve as the shared coordination record through which the parties docunent, communicate,

and track the re-entry plan, the navigator's psychiatric clearance, and the supports to be provided upon
the student's return.

i The Conmi ssioner of Children and Families, in consultation with the Conm ssioner of Education,
shal | establish a process by which public school districts nmay access services available through the
SPARK pil ot program established pursuant to subsection a.

of this section.

[.__The Departnent of Children and Fanilies, in consultation with the participating entities, shall
establish netrics to be reported for the SPARK pilot program which shall include, at a mninmm

the rate of student and family utilization of SPARK services;
the tine el apsed between referral and first service;

any waitlists for SPARK services;

the conpleteness of referral information;

the time required to obtain parental and guardi an authorization;
and re-entry planning tineliness and conpletion.




K. No | ater than 60 days follow ng the conclusion of the pilot program the departnent shall report
its findings and recommendations to the Governor and to the Legislature pursuant to section 2 of
P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1), including recommendations regardi ng the continuation or Statew de
expansion of the SPARK pilot program established pursuant to subsection a.

of this section.
l. Absent _a negative recommendation fromthe departnent pursuant to subsection k.

of this subsection, all school districts in the State shall participate in the SPARK program upon the
conclusion of the pilot program pursuant to subsection a.

of this section.

m___In order to pronote efficiency, effectiveness, and the tinely inplenentation of the SPARK pil ot
program established pursuant to subsection a.

of this section, during the current fiscal year and the Statew de SPARK program established pursuant to
subsection |.

of this section, providers that already provide behavioral, physical, or nental health services to
school districts as of the effective date of this act, or which received grant funding fromthe State
during the preceding fiscal year, and which denponstrate the capacity to provide expanded behavioral,
physical, or nental health services to students in kindergarten through grade 12 shall be eligible to
participate in the SPARK pilot programand the Statew de SPARK program _Priority under the program nay
be given to applicants that denpnstrate a conmitnent and ability to provide culturally responsive
services that neet the needs of the populations they serve, including but not limted to the use of
bilingual providers, multilingual resources, and other strategies designed to support English | anguage
|l earners and their fanilies.

n. As a condition of participation in and accessing SPARK pilot program services and Statew de SPARK
program services pursuant to this section, a school district shall report annually to the Departnent of
Children and Families and the Department of Education on:

(1) the nunmber of students accessing SPARK pilot program services during the nost recent school vear;

(2) the nunber of students and famlies referred by the SPARK program navigator to conmmunity-based
behavi oral _health providers;

(3) the number of school personnel receiving educational support, consultation, and behavioral health

qui dance;

and (4) any other information, as required by the Comm ssioner of Children and Fanilies and the
Conmi ssi oner of Education.

0. The Conmi ssioner of Children and Families shall establish a public-facing data platformon the

Departnent _of Children and Famlies' website to display, in a searchable format, the infornmation
provided pursuant to subsection j.

and subsection n.

of this section.?2 3. 2[a. _Notwi thstanding the provision of any |law or requlation to the
contrary, there is established in the Departnent of Children and Families the School -Based Partnerships
for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program which shall be operated and adnmi nistered by the New
Jersey Pediatric Psychiatry Collaborative under contract to the departnent.

b. The New Jersey Pediatric Psychiatry Collaborative will serve as the School - Based Partnerships for
Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program navigator, and will provide:

(1) sane-day psychiatric consultation, assessnent, and triage support for school districts;

(2) referrals and linkages to care, as necessary, with community-based outpatient psychiatric providers
and t herapi sts;

(3)  behavioral health care navigation, coordination, and fam |y engagenent;

(4) short-term nedi cation nanagenent, stabilization support, and bridging services for students and
famlies awaiting treatnment or services from conmunity-based providers;

(5) _school re-entry planning, psychiatric clearance, and transition coordination follow ng student
behavioral health crises, hospitalizations, or energency departnent visits;

(6) educational support, consultation, and behavioral health gquidance for school district personnel;

and (7) consultation and guidance for State and |ocal school leaders to craft and inplenent
evi dence-based student nental health policies.
C. Al | _School - Based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program services provided

pursuant to subsection b.

of this section shall be nmade available for students in kindergarten through grade 12, upon a referral
by a teaching staff nenber or school nental health professionals and only with the witten authorization
of the student's parent or | egal guardi an.

d. The Conmi ssioner of Children and Families, in consultation with the Conm ssioner of Education,

shal | establish a process by which public school districts, charter schools, and renai ssance school




projects nmay access services available through the School -Based Partnershi ps for Access and Resilience
for Kids (SPARK) program pursuant to section 2 of P.L. , C. (C ) (pending before the
Legislature as this bill)] No later than 90 days after the conclusion of the SPARK pilot program
established pursuant to section 2 of this act, the Conm ssioner of Children and Fanilies shall report

to the Governor, and to the Legislature pursuant to section 2 of P.L.1991, c¢.164 (C.52:14-19.1),
concerning the information required to be collected by the contracted adm nistrator, including
information on student outcones, waitlists, the ability of the pilot to integrate and conplenent the New
Jersey Statew de Student Support Services program as well as recommendations for future service

delivery2 .
4. 2[a.  No later than 90 days after the effective date of P.L. ., C. (C. ) _(pendi ng

before the Legislature as this bill), the Conmissioner of Children and Families shall establish and
inpl enent _a process and issue a request for proposals by which nobile nental health platforns nay apply
to be awarded the State's single contract to provide a nobile nental health application that delivers
uni versal , age-appropriate nental health information and resources specifically tailored to students in
ki ndergarten through grade 12 and their famlies.
b. The Conmi ssioner of Children and Fanmilies shall ensure that the universal, age appropriate nental
health information and resources provided via the nobile application pursuant to subsection a.
of this section conplenents the services available to students and fanilies through the School - Based
Part nerships for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program established pursuant to section of P.L.
C. (C ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill)] The Conmissioner of Children and
Families, in consultation with the Commi ssioner of Education, shall, in accordance with the
"Adnministrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), adopt rules and regqulations as
necessary to inplenent this act2 .

5. 2[a. As a condition of participation in and accessing School - Based Partnerships for Access and
Resilience for Kids (SPARK) programservices, as listed in subsection b.
of section 3 of P.L. . C. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill), a school

district, charter school, and renai ssance school project shall report annually to the Departnent of
Children and Fanilies and the Departnent of Education:

(1) the nunber of students accessing School -Based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids
(SPARK) program services during the nost recent school vyear;

(2) the nunber of students and families referred by the School -Based Partnerships for Access and
Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program navigator to community-based behavi oral health providers;

(3) the nunber of school personnel receiving educational support, consultation, and behavioral health

qui dance;
and (4) any other information, as required by the Conmi ssioner of Children and Fanilies and the
Conmi ssi oner_of Educati on. b. The Conmi ssioner of Children and Families shall establish a

public-facing data platformon the Departnent of Children and Fanmilies' website to display, in a
searchable format, the information provided pursuant to subsection a.

of this section] The provisions of this act shall take effect inmediately?2.

2[6.
The Commi ssioner_of Children and Fanmilies shall report annually to the Governor, and to the Legislature
pursuant to section 2 of P.L.1991, c¢.164 (C. 52:14-19.1) concerning the information required to be

coll ected by school districts, charter schools, and renai ssance school projects pursuant to subsection
a.

of section 5 of P.L. _ C. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill).]2
2[ 7.
The Conmi ssioner of Children and Families and the Conm ssioner of Education shall, in accordance with

the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), adopt rules and regqulations as
necessary to inplenent this act.]2 2[ 8.

There is appropriated fromthe General Fund to the Departnent of Children and Families the sum of

$44, 000, 000 to _adni nister the School -Based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK)
program established pursuant to section 3 of this act.]2 2[9. The provisions 1[of section 1]1
of this act shall take effect imediately, 1[and] except thatl the provisions of section 4 shall take
effect 90 days following the date of enactment 1[. The] and thel provisions of 1[section] sectionsl 2
1, 3, 5, and 61 of this act shall take effect six nonths followi ng the date of enactnent. 1[Finally,
the provisions of sections 3, 5, and 6 shall take effect on the first day of the 25th nonth next
follow ng the date of enactnent.]1 The Conmi ssioner of Children and Fanilies and the Commi ssioner of
Education nmay take any anticipatory administrative action in advance of these effective dates as shall
be necessary for the inplenentation of this act.]2
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